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LISA BERNE                                                                             YOU MAY KISS THE BRIDE                       
                                                                       (Book #1 in The Penhallow Dynasty Series) 

 
 

• Meet the Penhallows—men destined to marry, but hesitant to love—in this debut 
Regency series by an unforgettable new voice in romance 

• Goodreads giveaway, preorder campaign 
• Extensive mailings to Avon’s biggest romance readers and most popular 

authors 
• Promo at RT convention 
• Carried by major big box retailer Wal-Mart 
• *Starred* review in Kirkus 
• “Truly one of the best romances I’ve ever read!”—Sophie Jordan, NYT bestselling 

author of WHILE THE DUKE WAS SLEEPING 
 

YOU MAY KISS THE BRIDE: US: Avon, March 28, 2017  
Materials available: Finished books, 384 pages 

 
In the first book of the series, set in 1811, we meet Gabriel Penhallow.  Wealthy and arrogant 
Gabriel Penhallow, the heir to Surmount Hall, knows it’s time to fulfill his dynastic duty. All he 
must do is follow “The Penhallow way”—find a biddable bride, produce an heir and a spare, 
and then live separate lives. It’s worked so well for generations, certainly one forbidden kiss 
with the delectable Livia Stuart isn’t going to change things. Society dictates he marry her, and 
one woman is as good as another as long as she’s from a decent family. 
But when Gabriel’s grandmother tries to transform spirited and reluctant Livia into a mundane 
diamond of the first water, he realizes he desperately wants back the fiery woman who 
somehow provoked him into that kiss. And for all the ladies who’ve thrown themselves at 
Gabriel, it’s the one who wants to flee whom he now wants. But how will he keep the 
independent Livia from flying away? 
 
ADVANCE PRAISE FOR YOU MAY KISS THE BRIDE 
“Author Berne offers a masterful Regency debut that explores pride and prejudices with a tone 
that seems much less modern than that of many recent historical releases and two main 
characters who epitomize traditional Regency sensibilities (but for two love scenes) as they sort 
through what they want and how to get it. Livia becomes the sun shining in on a stuffy, 
wounded family whose initial dread at the thought of her joining them transforms into 
happiness as she turns out to be their salvation. A sheer delight.”—Kirkus *Starred Review* 
 
“Wit, humor, and engaging characters make for a most satisfying read.”—Megan Frampton, 
author of the Dukes Behaving Badly Series 



  

 
 
 
 
Lisa Berne is a thesaurus maniac who is unabashedly fond of adverbs and ambivalent about 
puns. She is a graduate of Harvard.  
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

ELIZA FACTOR                 STRANGE BEAUTY 
           ____________ 

• An extraordinary and nuanced portrait of a developmentally disabled non-
verbal child and a gripping chronicle of his family’s journey that evolves from 
the intimacy and isolation of home into an ever-widening circle of community  

• Regional tour 
• Full-page PW ad in Book Expo America convention issue 
• Watch the author’s son, Felix on YouTube: “Fab Felix: A walk down the street 

with an adventurous, disabled four-year-old” that Factor refers to in the 
manuscript: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZUco-cXRWI0 

•  “I tore through this book in (almost) a single sitting. It is so moving and 
thought-provoking about the deepest things: about the value of life, the 
varieties of communication.”—Rebecca Mead 

 
US: Parallax Press, Aug. 22, 2017 

Materials available: Manuscript, Page count: 240 
 
J.D. Salinger and Fyodor Dostoyevsky had lightened Eliza Factor’s teenage years.  Angela 
Carter and Alice Munro got her through dating.  But when Factor was confronted with her 
young son Felix’s puzzling wordlessness, books, her familiar refuge, fell short.  She realized that 
non-verbal people hardly ever appear in literature, even in some purportedly medical literature. 
When Felix first showed signs of his language “de-acquisition,” Factor went to the parenting 
shelves of the local bookstore and was told not to worry: all children eventually acquire 
language, some just do it late. With greater public awareness of autism, this sort of false 
information will surely be edited out of parenting manuals, but the fact remains that non-verbal 
people are seldom acknowledged in our culture, and even books about autistic people tend to 
concentrate on those who can speak or write or manipulate a keyboard.  
 
STRANGE BEAUTY is Factor’s gripping chronicle of her and her husband Jason’s journey with 
Felix, both inward and outward.  It is an extraordinary and nuanced portrait of Felix himself; a 
beautiful portrait of a marriage – and of parenthood – capturing Eliza and Jason (the former a 
punk rocker-cum-writer, the latter a Wall Street lawyer) falling in love, birthing Felix, 
awakening to the fact that their child is developmentally delayed, coming to understand the 
extent and significance of his disabilities, and bringing to bear all of the emotional, physical, and 
intellectual strength and creativity required to parent and care for Felix, while recognizing the 
profound influence his entire being and personhood has on them, as well as those in his wider 
circle. 
 
STRANGE BEAUTY is, notably, a memoir that moves from private to public – chronicling a 
family journey that evolves from the intimacy, and isolation, of home, into an ever-widening 
circle of community. The book is intended to be reflective and to quietly change perceptions, 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZUco-cXRWI0


  

but it is also a paean to the power of community and the transformation that can be wrought 
when those afflicted join together. This is not the story of a parent grieving/struggling to accept 
her son’s disabilities. While the memoir is unflinching in its narration, it is veritably void of 
pity.  Factor recognized her son’s “strange beauty” early on, and ultimately her journey is about 
the struggle all people with disabilities face, that we all face, in a culture that places such 
emphasis on predictability, quantifiability, and categorization. 
 
The stress and isolation brought on by raising Felix moved Factor in 2011 to start New York 
City’s first drop-in sensory play space for children with disabilities, “Extreme Kids and Crew,” 
for which NY1 named her New Yorker of the Week in the summer of 2012. 
http://44pictures.com/video/NY1/NY1_NewYorkeroftheWeek.mp4 
 
ADVANCE PRAISE FOR STRANGE BEAUTY 
“I tore through this book in (almost) a single sitting. It is so moving and thought-provoking 
about the deepest things: about the value of life, the varieties of communication.  It is also, 
among other things, a beautiful portrait of a marriage. And it is an indictment of a bureaucratic 
system that seems designed to defeat those who encounter it. But it is also a fantastically 
inspiring story of an effort to do something practical to meet the needs of Felix and other 
disabled children. I love all the descriptions of Felix's humor and impishness.  At times he is a 
kind of prankster refusnik of contemporary modes of childhood. The whole book made me 
reflect a lot upon expectations that are placed upon children, neurotypical or otherwise.”          
—Rebecca Mead, author of MY LIFE IN MIDDLEMARCH 
 
PRAISE FOR THE MERCURY FOUNTAIN 
“Eliza Factor’s first novel, The Mercury Fountain, explores what happens when a life driven by 
ideology confronts implacable truths of science and human nature. It also shows how leaders 
can inflict damage by neglecting the real needs of real people. Though the action takes place 
between 1900 and 1923, the resonance feel alarmingly contemporary. . . Factor counters 
convention with a sharp sense of character, evocative subplots and the dangerous allure of 
mercury itself.”—New York Times Book Review 
 
"Factor develops her characters in entertaining ways while building a novel of social realism." 
—Kirkus Reviews 
 

 
Eliza Factor is the author of THE MERCURY FOUNTAIN, which was 
published by Akashic in 2012 and was a New York Times Editors’ 
Choice.  Akashic published her second novel, LOVE MAPS, in 2016 to 
critical acclaim.   
 
 
 

http://44pictures.com/video/NY1/NY1_NewYorkeroftheWeek.mp4


  



  

 ALISON GOODMAN                                           The Lady Helen Trilogy  
                                                                          Featuring Book #2: THE DARK DAYS PACT 
_____________________________________________________________________________________                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

• Sequel to New York Times bestselling author Alison Goodman's acclaimed 
THE DARK DAYS CLUB—a smashing combination of Buffy and Jane Austen! 

• Shortlisted for the Aurealis Award for Best YA Novel! 
• One of Entertainment Weekly’s 35 Most Anticipated YA Novels of 2017 
• Set in the glittering world of the Regency upper class, Lady Helen Wrexhall 

and Lord Carlston face a demonic conspiracy that threatens to plunge the 
newly Enlightened world back into darkness 

• Simultaneous World English publication in the US, Canada, UK, and Australia 
• Rebranded paperbacks 
• Extensive blogger campaign and online marketing push 
• UK eBook giveaway promotion with BookBub and iBooks “Free eBook of the 

week” promotion 
• Targeted Facebook advertising campaign in the UK 
•  “Keep your “the monsters can’t get me under here” blanket close, your tissues 

closer, and get ready to fall in love all over again with Goodman's magical 
Regency world. THE DARK DAYS PACT is an epic, romantic, compelling read 
that you will not be able to put down. Just don’t forget to leave the light on.”  
—Heroes and Heartbreakers 
 

THE DARK DAYS CLUB 

• Sold in a six-figure deal to Viking/Penguin Books for Young Readers 
• Lead title 
• Starred reviews in Publishers Weekly, School Library Journal 
• Shortlisted for the 2015 Aurealis Award for Best Young Adult Novel and Best 

Fantasy Novel  
• National Penguin Teen Group Author Tour 
• Promotion at New York Comic Con (October 2015) 
• One of Teen Vogue’s Most Anticipated YA Books of 2016 
• Chosen for the 2015-2016 Kids Indie Next List 
• An NPR Best Book of the Year (YA) 
• Tor.com Best YA SFF 2016 Shortlist 
• Feature promotion at national school and library conferences, including galley 

distribution at NCTE/ALAN and ALA Midwinter 
• Digital consumer advertising campaign targeting YA and cross-over audiences 
• Major blogger and Booktuber outreach 



  

• Major social media and galley and digital sampler outreach, including targeted 
NetGalley promotion 

• EON and EONA sold in 18 countries and were translated into 16 languages 
• EON won the 2008 Aurealis Award for Best Fantasy Novel and was a 2010 

American Library Association Best Young Adult Book 
 

Audience: 12 and up 
US: THE DARK DAYS CLUB: Viking/Penguin, January, 2016; UK: Walker Books, January 

2016; ANZ: HarperCollins, January 2016; 
US: THE DARK DAYS PACT: Viking/Penguin, Jan. 31, 2017; UK: Walker Books, Jan 26, 

2017; ANZ: HarperCollins, Jan. 1, 2017 
THE DARK DAYS PACT Materials available: Finished Books Page count: 496 
THE DARK DAYS CLUB Materials available: Finished books Page count: 496 

 
Translation rights sold: Gallimard (French), Ripol (Russia) 

EON, EONA Translation rights sold: Record (Brazil Portuguese), Jota (Czech), Ikar 
(Slovakian), Mynx (Dutch), Gallimard (French), Random House (German), Patakis (Greek), 
Noura (Indonesian), Kinneret (Hebrew), Alma Littera (Lithuanian), Telbit (Polish), Editura 

Litera (Romanian), Vice Versa (Spanish), Hikmah (Thai), Artemis (Turkish), Hayakawa 
(Japanese) 

 
London, 1812. Eighteen-year-old Lady Helen 
Wrexhall is on the eve of her debut presentation 
at the royal court of George III. Her life should 
revolve around gowns, dancing, and securing a 
suitable marriage. Instead, when one of her 
family’s maids disappears, she is drawn into the 
shadows of Regency London. 
 
There, she meets Lord Carlston, one of the few 
able to stop the perpetrators: a cabal of demons 
that has infiltrated all levels of society. Carlston is 
not a man she should be anywhere near, 
especially with the taint of scandal that surrounds 
him. Yet he offers her help and the possibility of 
finally discovering the truth about the mysterious 
deaths of her parents. Soon the two of them are 
investigating a terrifying conspiracy that 
threatens to plunge the newly Enlightened world 
back into darkness. But can Helen trust a man 
whose own life is built on lies? And does she have 
the strength to face the dangers of this hidden 
world and her family’s legacy? 



  

 
Set in the glittering social world of the Regency upper-crust, THE DARK DAYS CLUB is a 
supernatural adventure that introduces New York Times best-selling author Alison Goodman’s 
Lady Helen Wrexhall—another heroine whom, like Eona, readers can take to their hearts.  
 
When THE DARK DAYS PACT begins, Lady Helen has taken refuge at the fashionable seaside 
resort of Brighton, banished from her family and training as a Reclaimer with the covert Dark 
Days Club after the scandalous events at her presentation ball in London. She must learn to 
fight the dangerous energy-wielding Deceivers and prepare to face their master, the elusive 
Grand Deceiver.  
 
As she struggles to put aside her genteel upbringing, Helen realizes that her mentor, Lord 
Carlston, is fighting his own inner battle.  Has the foul Deceiver energy poisoned his soul, or is 
something else driving him towards violent bouts of madness? Either way, Helen is desperate 
to help the man with whom she shares a deep but forbidden connection.  
 
When Mr. Pike, the hard bureaucratic heart of the Dark Days Club, arrives in Brighton, he has a 
secret mission for Helen: find the journal left by a mad rogue Reclaimer, before it falls into the 
hands of the Deceivers. Coerced by Pike, Helen has no choice but to do as ordered, knowing 
that the search for the journal may bring about Lord Carlston’s annihilation. 
 
PRAISE FOR THE DARK DAYS PACT 
“Keep your “the monsters can’t get me under here” blanket close, your tissues closer, and get 
ready to fall in love all over again with Goodman's magical Regency world. The Dark Days 
Pact is an epic, romantic, compelling read that you will not be able to put down. Just don’t 
forget to leave the light on.”—Heroes and Heartbreakers 
 
“The fantasy/Regency/history mashup readers didn’t even know they wanted.”—Kirkus 

“A fast-moving plot, intriguing paranormal elements, and a developing love triangle make this 
book hard to put down. Diverse, well-drawn supporting characters add depth, and readers will 
find it difficult not to root for the first female Reclaimer—a strong yet relatable protagonist.”    
—School Library Journal 

“The attraction between Helen and Carlston is masterfully developed, and there is plenty of 
action and suspense to hook less romance-inclined readers as well. The last several chapters are 
a gripping headlong rush into a cliffhanger ending that promises more Lady Helen adventures 
to come.”—Booklist 

PRAISE FOR THE DARK DAYS CLUB 
“Fast-paced, rich in description, with fascinating characters and excitement, this tale from 
Australian author Goodman will leave fantasy fans wanting more. VERDICT: With mass 
crossover appeal, this genre-pushing tale will be enjoyed by those who don’t usually read 
historical romances or supernatural works.”—School Library Journal *Starred Review* 



  

“In a delicious collision of Regency romance and dark fantasy, Goodman (EONA) tells the story 
of Lady Helen Wrexhall, a wealthy 18-year-old orphan on the eve of coming out at the court of 
King George III…Lady Helen is a well-drawn heroine, and her struggle to free herself from the 
stilted life of an early-19th-century noblewoman and embrace her wilder, darker self is 
powerfully delineated.”—Publishers Weekly *Starred Review* 
 
“It’s refreshing to see a character like Helen: Not a 21st century heroine effortlessly 
transcending the oppressive 19th century setting, but a normal girl who resists the temptation 
of this dangerous path… Lucky for us, this fantastic introduction leaves us hungry for more.  
A-.”—Entertainment Weekly 
 
“Alison Goodman's spectacular young adult novel set in the 19th-century court of England's 
King George III will delight fantasy readers and fans of Regency romance alike.”—Shelf 
Awareness 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Alison Goodman is the author of the New York Times bestselling 
duology EON and EONA, SINGING THE DOGSTAR BLUES, and the 
adult science fiction thriller KILLING THE RABBIT. She was a D.J. 
O’Hearn Memorial Fellow at Melbourne University, holds a Master of 
Arts in Writing from the Royal Melbourne Institute of Technology, and 
has taught creative writing at the postgraduate level. She lives in 
Melbourne, Australia, with her husband, Ron. 



  

 
 
  
 



  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



  

KEVIN HEARNE       A PLAGUE OF GIANTS 
                                                                                   Book #1 of The Seven Kennings Trilogy 
              

• A deeply felt epic of war. A story of ordinary people who are inspired by 
tragedy to become legendary heroes. 

• The first book of a brand-new epic fantasy trilogy by The New York Times 
bestselling author of The Iron Druid Chronicles and HEIR TO THE JEDI: 
STAR WARS 

• High six-figure sale to Del Rey 
• Auction in Germany 
• Over 1 million copies of The Iron Druid Chronicles are in print 
• The Iron Druid Chronicles has sold for translation in ten countries 

 
US: Del Rey, Oct. 17, 2017, UK: Orbit, 2017 

Materials available: Manuscript, Page Count: 679 
Translation rights sold: Droemer (German) 

 
Iron Druid Chronicles translation rights sold: Fanucci (Italian, 1-3), Rebis (Polish, 1-8), 
Tatthata (Thai, 1-9), Klett-Cotta (German, 1-9), Laser (Czech, 1-6), Artemis (Turkish, 1-

9), Minotauro (Spanish, 1-3), Gaea (Complex Chinese, 1-9), Hayakawa Shobo 
(Japanese, 1-3), Konyvmolykepzo (Hungarian, 1-4), Exmo (Russian, 1-3)                                                                                                                                                          

 
Kevin Hearne remade world mythology with the Iron Druid Chronicles. In A PLAGUE OF 
GIANTS, this gifted storyteller weaves his own mythology, creating a new epic fantasy world 
with shapeshifting bards, fire-wielding giants, and children who can speak to wondrous beasts. 
 
MOTHER AND WARRIOR 
Tallynd is a soldier who has already survived her toughest battle: losing her husband. But then 
she finds herself at the front lines of the invasion. Every moment she fights means risking losing 
all that she has left—her two sons. But if she doesn’t fight the giants intent on wiping out her 
people, her boys might not live to grow up.  
 
SCHOLAR AND SPY 
Dervan is an historian who wants nothing more than a quiet life. But he’s drawn into the war 
when he is hired to record the tales of a mysterious bard whose stories are more than true—they 
might be state secrets. What Dervan learns might change the course of the war…and uncover 
some secrets from his own past. 
 
REBEL AND HERO 
Abhi’s family have always been hunters, but Abhi wants to choose a different life for 
himself. When he goes on his journey of self-discovery, however, Abhi learns that he 



  

has a destiny far greater than he imagined—and discovers a powerful new magic that 
might hold the secret to defeating the giants once and for all.  
 
PRAISE FOR KEVIN HEARNE 
“The funny, razor-sharp wit that the author uses to bring Atticus to life, and narrate the 
difficulty that the archdruid has in integrating with the modern world, brings to mind the likes 
of Spider Robinson’s Callahan series and Gordon R. Dickson’s Dragon Knight stories. Plenty of 
action, humor, and mythology keep this book fun and interesting.”—Publishers Weekly *Starred 
Review* 
 
“Funny, razor-sharp . . . Plenty of action, humor, and mythology keep this book fun and 
interesting.”—Booklist* Starred Review* 
  
“Hearne, a self-professed comic-book nerd, has turned his love of awesome dudes whacking 
mightily at evil villains into a superb urban fantasy debut.”—Publishers Weekly *Starred Review* 
  
“[The Iron Druid books] are clever, fast paced, and a good escape.”—Boing Boing 
 
“Outrageously fun.”—The Plain Dealer 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Kevin Hearne is a native of Arizona and was a high 
school English teacher before devoting himself to 
writing full-time. He is a middle-aged nerd who still 
enjoys his comic books and old-school heavy metal. He 
cooks tasty omelets, hugs trees, and paints miniature 
army dudes. He lives with his wife, daughter, and 
doggies in Colorado. 
 



  

 



  

KEVIN HEARNE                                STAKED, SCOURGED 
               The final two books in The Iron Druid Chronicles 
 
 

• Over one million copies of the Iron Druid Chronicles are in print 
• High six-figure sale  
• SHATTERED was a New York Times bestseller on the hardcover, e-book and 

combined print and e-book lists 
• SHATTERED received *Starred Reviews* in Publishers Weekly and Booklist 
• Kevin Hearne is also the author of The New York Times best-selling HEIR TO 

THE JEDI: STAR WARS published November 2015 
 

US: Del Rey; UK: Orbit 
US and UK: STAKED, November 1, 2016, SCOURGED, 2017 

Translation rights sold: Fanucci (Italian, 1-3), Rebis (Polish, 1-8), Tatthata (Thai, 1-9), 
Klett-Cotta (German, 1-9), Laser (Czech, 1-6), Artemis (Turkish, 1-9), Minotauro 
(Spanish, 1-3), Gaea (Complex Chinese, 1-9), Hayakawa Shobo (Japanese, 1-3), 

Konyvmolykepzo (Hungarian, 1-4), Exmo (Russian, 1-3) 
 

Materials available:  
HOUNDED (2011): Finished books: Page count: 304 

HEXED (2011): Finished books: Page count: 320 
HAMMERED (2011): Finished books: Page count: 336 

TRICKED (2012): Finished books: Page count: 368 
TRAPPED (2012): Finished books: Page count: 298 
HUNTED (2013): Finished books: Page count:  320 

SHATTERED (2014): Finished books: Page count: 352 
STAKED (2016): Finished books, Page count: 336 

SCOURGED (Spring 2018): Manuscript, Fall 2017 
 
For nearly two thousand years, only one Druid has walked the Earth—Atticus O’Sullivan, the 
Iron Druid, whose sharp wit and sharp sword have kept him alive as he’s been pursued by a 
pantheon of hostile deities in HOUNDED, HEXED, HAMMERED, TRICKED, TRAPPED, and 
HUNTED. The final three books of the wildly popular New York Times best-selling series, 
published in hardcover, one year apart, will take readers on a breathless ride to Atticus’s final 
showdown with his enemies, a showdown that just may bring about the end of the world. 
 



  

SHATTERED 
Atticus’s apprentice Granuaile is at last a full Druid herself. 
What’s more, Atticus has defrosted an archdruid long ago 
frozen in time, a father figure (of sorts) who now goes by the 
modern equivalent of his old Irish name: Owen Kennedy. 
  
And Owen has some catching up to do.  
 
Atticus takes pleasure in the role reversal, as the student is 
now the teacher. Between busting Atticus’s chops and trying to 
fathom a cell phone, Owen must also learn English. For 
Atticus, the jury’s still out on whether the wily old coot will be 
an asset in the epic battle with Norse god Loki—or merely a 
pain in the arse. 
  
But Atticus isn’t the only one with daddy issues. Granuaile 
faces a great challenge: to exorcise a sorcerer’s spirit that is 
possessing her father in India. Even with the help of the witch 

Laksha, Granuaile may be facing a crushing defeat. 
  
As the trio of Druids deals with pestilence-spreading demons, bacon-loving yeti, fierce flying 
foxes, and frenzied Fae, they’re hoping that this time, three’s a charm. 
 
STAKED 
When a Druid has lived for two thousand years like Atticus, he’s bound to run afoul of a few 
vampires. Make that legions of them. Even his former friend and legal counsel turned out to be 
a bloodsucking backstabber. Now the toothy troublemakers—led by power-mad pain-in-the-
neck Theophilus—have become a huge problem requiring a solution. It’s time to make a stand. 
  

As always, Atticus wouldn’t mind a little backup. But his allies 
have problems of their own. Ornery archdruid Owen Kennedy is 
having a wee bit of troll trouble: Turns out when you stiff a troll, 
it’s not water under the bridge. Meanwhile, Granuaile is 
desperate to free herself of the Norse god Loki’s mark and elude 
his powers of divination—a quest that will bring her face-to-face 
with several Slavic nightmares. 
  
As Atticus globetrots to stop his nemesis Theophilus, the journey 
leads to Rome. What better place to end an immortal than the 
Eternal City? But poetic justice won’t come without a price: In 
order to defeat Theophilus, Atticus may have to lose an old 
friend. 
 
 
 



  

SCOURGED (Forthcoming in 2018) 
In the ninth and final book of the series, Loki, Hel, and their allies try to bring about 
Ragnarok—and it's up to Atticus and company to stop them. 
 
PRAISE FOR SHATTERED 
“The funny, razor-sharp wit that the author uses to bring Atticus to life, and narrate the 
difficulty that the archdruid has in integrating with the modern world, brings to mind the likes 
of Spider Robinson’s Callahan series and Gordon R. Dickson’s Dragon Knight stories. Plenty of 
action, humor, and mythology keep this book fun and interesting.” ––Publishers Weekly *Starred 
Review* 
 
“Funny, razor-sharp . . . Plenty of action, humor, and mythology keep this book fun and 
interesting.”—Booklist* Starred Review* 
  
“This series just gets bigger and better, and Shattered shows no signs of it slowing down.”              
—Vampire Book Club 
  
“Well and truly awesome.”—Fangs for the Fantasy        
  
“So much fun to read!”—Hidden in Pages 
  
PRAISE FOR THE IRON DRUID CHRONICLES                                                                                  
“Hearne, a self-professed comic-book nerd, has turned his love of awesome dudes whacking 
mightily at evil villains into a superb urban fantasy debut.”—Publishers Weekly *Starred Review* 
  
“[The Iron Druid books] are clever, fast paced, and a good escape.”—Boing Boing 
 



  

“[Atticus is] a strong modern hero with a long history and the wit to survive in the twenty-first 
century…A snappy narrative voice…a savvy urban fantasy adventure.”—Library Journal 
 
“This is a super urban fantasy in which Hearne’s mythos comes across as possible due to 
reasonable explanations interwoven into the fast-paced plot.”—Harriet Klausner 
 
“Hearne is continuing to keep me very entertained with these books—quick, humorous reads 
with an undercurrent of a larger plot. In other words, The Iron Druid Chronicles continue to be 
pleasing novels in and of themselves but that also serve a larger story…It may be possible that 
Hearne and Atticus are the logical heir to Butcher and Dresden.”—SF 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
Kevin Hearne is a native of Arizona and was a high school English teacher before devoting 
himself to writing full-time. Kevin Hearne is a middle-aged nerd who still enjoys his comic 
books and old-school heavy metal. He cooks tasty omelets, hugs trees, and paints miniature 
army dudes. He lives with his wife, daughter, and doggies in Colorado. 
 
 
             
 
 

 



  



  

 



  

 S. JAE-JONES                             WINTERSONG 

 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

• Dark, romantic and unforgettable, this riveting debut, the first in a duology, is 
for fans of LABYRINTH and Naomi Novik and tells the fantastical story of a 
young woman's journey towards love and acceptance 

• Debuted at No.#3 on The New York Times YA Hardcover fiction list! 
• A Goodreads Best YA Books of the Month, February 
• Went back to press one week after publication! 
• Sold for translation in seven territories! 
• Starred review in Booklist 
• One of Buzzfeed UK’s “Excellent YA Books You Need to Know About: 

https://www.buzzfeed.com/chelseypippin/32-ya-books-that-want-to-be-your-
valentine?utm_term=.dx9Gob9Q8#.fqPMZvnjN 

• Reviewed in Kirkus, Publishers Weekly, School Library Journal, and BCCB 
• Prominent social media campaign, extensive blog tour 
• Launch event with New York Times bestselling author Marie Lu 
• Facebook and Instagram advertising 
• A Paste Magazine Most Anticipated YA Book of 2017  
• Featured ad in Locus Magazine  
• Thoughts on Tomes Most Anticipated Winter Releases 
• A Bustle Most Anticipated Debut and 2017 Must-Read 
• Featured in BookRiot, BookBub Blog, and Epic Reads 
• Featured interview on YA Interrobang  
• Epic Reads Book Shimmy Award Winner for “Most Anticipated”  
• Featured on B&N “21 Fantasy Debuts We Can’t Wait to Read in 2017” 
• Early praise from New York Times bestsellers Renée Ahdieh, Kate Elliot, 

Marie Lu, Roshani Chokshi and Charlie N. Holmberg 
• Read the WINTERSONG origin story here!  
• Featured as a BookRiot editor’s pick for “Best Book of September 2016” 
• Publisher organized Labyrinth viewing party for promotion 
• "WINTERSONG is a maze of beauty and darkness, of music and magic and 

glittering things, all tied together with exquisite writing. This is a world you 
will want to stay lost in." - Marie Lu, New York Times bestselling author of 
LEGEND and THE YOUNG ELITES 
 

US: Thomas Dunne Books (February 7, 2017) UK: Titan Books 
Materials available:  Finished books; Page count: 448 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u8qUVVfxNl4&feature=youtu.be
http://sjaejones.com/blog/2016/wintersong-wednesday-the-origin-story/


  

Translation rights sold: Manu (Hungarian), Albatros (Czech), Piper Verlag (German), Intrinseca 
(Brazil Portuguese), Pegasus (Turkish), Newton & Compton (Italian), Univers Gold (Romanian) 
 
Deep in his terrifying realm underground, the cold and forbidding Goblin King casts a dark 
shadow over nineteen-year-old Liesl. Her grandmother had always warned her to follow the 
old laws, for every year on the longest night of winter the Goblin King will emerge into the 
waking world in search of his eternal bride. Sensible and plain, Liesl knows it's her duty to keep 
her beautiful sister safe from harm, but she wishes only to indulge in her wild, captivating 
music, composed and played in secret in the Goblin King's honor. 
 
When her beautiful sister Käthe is stolen by the Goblin King, Liesl knows she must set aside her 
childish fantasies to journey to the Underground and save her. Drawn despite herself to the 
strange, beautiful world she finds—and the mysterious man who rules it—she finds herself 
facing an impossible choice. With time and the old laws working against her, Liesl must 
discover who she truly is before her fate is sealed. 
 
Set at the turn of the 19th century, when young upstart composers like Beethoven were forever 
altering the sound of music, S. Jae-Jones' richly imagined debut spins a spellbinding tale of 
music, love, sisterhood, and a young woman's search for self-actualization. 

PRAISE FOR WINTERSONG 
“[T]his is an exquisitely and lyrically crafted tale of longing, sibling loyalty, and the importance 
of women in a time when women were so often overlooked. Eerie, unsettling, and, above all, 
full of music.”—Booklist *Starred Review* 
 
“...Jae-Jones writes beautifully about the magic of love, the power of music, and the importance 
of free will...”—Publishers Weekly 
 
“This fantasy debut is rife with intricate details and world-building, as well as the charged 
relationship between Liesel and the Goblin King. Fans of Gregory Maguire’s EGG & SPOON or 
E.K. Johnston’s A THOUSAND NIGHTS will be drawn to the in-depth depictions of the 
goblins’ realm.”—School Library Journal  
 
“…[S]tructured as a sonata, the final movement culminates in a bittersweet sacrifice that will 
leave readers...savoring the delicious tragedy.”—Kirkus  
 
“This pulls heavily from Christina Rossetti’s “Goblin Market,” and it has similar notes of 
melancholia, lust, love, and loyalty; elements of the myth of Persephone and German folklore 
are drawn on as well, creating a quiet symphony of deep emotion. The Goblin King exudes 
power and arrogance along with vulnerability and grief, and Liesl’s sexual encounters with him 
range from bacchanalian bliss to acts of comfort and reassurance….their mutual stories of 
sacrifice are moving and complex. At the heart of the story is a haunting melody of love gained 
and lost, and this may lead readers to Clare Dunkle’s classic and similarly themed Hollow 



  

Kingdom trilogy.”—BCCB 
 
“Blending elements of music and fantasy, S. Jae-Jones’ novel is perfect for fans of Victoria 
Schwab’s This Savage Song and Susan Dennard’s Truthwitch.” –Paste Magazine 
 
“This YA debut is poised to enrapture audiences who open themselves to its song.” 
—Barnes & Noble 
 
“The legend of the cruel and pitiless Erl-king anchors a darkly lush and dangerous tale of a 
stifled young woman’s creative awakening. Beautiful writing evokes powerful emotions in this 
journey into the meaning of sacrifice and the power of love.”―Kate Elliott, bestselling author of 
THE CROSSROADS and THE CROWN OF STARS series 

“Spellbinding and sexy, WINTERSONG is a feast for all the senses. I didn't want this beautifully 
written book to end.”―Renée Ahdieh, #1 New York Times bestselling author of THE WRATH 
AND THE DAWN 

“This was LABYRINTH by way of Angela Carter, and I think my soul has been aching for a 
book like WINTERSONG for the last decade. Deliciously romantic, with a nuanced Goblin King 
and a strong heroine, this story was rife with fairy tales, music, and enchantment.”―Roshani 
Chokshi, New York Times bestselling author of THE STAR-TOUCHED QUEEN 
 
“S. Jae-Jones has a great grasp of emotion in her writing, and plucks your heart-strings from the 
very first pages. This story will make you hurt in the most fantastic way. It is captivating. A 
very strong debut.”―Charlie N. Holmberg, bestselling author of THE PAPER MAGICIAN 
 ____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

S. Jae-Jones (called JJ) is an artist, an adrenaline junkie, and 
erstwhile editrix. When not obsessing over books, she can be 
found jumping out of perfectly good airplanes, co-hosting the 
Pub(lishing) Crawl podcast, or playing dress-up. Born and 
raised in Los Angeles, she now lives in North Carolina, as 
well as many other places on the internet, including Twitter, 
Tumblr, Facebook, Instagram, and her blog. 
 
 



  



  

MELINA MARCHETTA            TELL THE TRUTH, SHAME THE DEVIL 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

• In the wake of a devastating bombing, a father risks everything to find out 
who was responsible 

• The debut thriller from internationally best-selling and Printz Award-winning 
author Marchetta 

• Featured in the New York Times Book Review’s “The Latest and Best in Crime 
Fiction” 

• Starred reviews in Publishers Weekly, Library Journal, and Shelf Awareness 
• National media campaign including Marchetta “In Conversation With” New 

York Times bestselling author Gayle Forman in New York City 
• Promotion at BoucherCon, the World Mystery Convention 
• Longlisted for Australia’s Indie Book Award in Adult Fiction (2017) 
• Longlisted for the Chatauqua Prize 
• “[A] stunning adult debut…This visceral read manages to capture the 

emotional aftermath of a mass tragedy while sustaining tension and delivering 
a scathing indictment of racial profiling, vigilante justice, and the 24-hour 
news cycle.”—Publishers Weekly *Starred Review* 

 
US: Mulholland, October 11, 2016, A/NZ: Penguin September 1, 2016 

Materials available: Finished books, Page count: 416 
 
When Bish Ortley, a suspended cop, receives word that a bus carrying his daughter has been 
bombed in Calais, France, he rushes to be by her side. A suspect has already been singled out: a 
17-year-old girl who has since disappeared from the scene. 
 
The press has now revealed that she is the youngest member of one of London's most notorious 
families. Thirteen years earlier, her grandfather set off a suicide bomb in a grocery store, a bomb 
her mother confessed to building. Has the girl decided to follow in their footsteps? 
 
To find her, Bish must earn the trust of her friends and family, including her infamous mother, 
now serving a life sentence in prison. But even as he delves into the deadly bus attack that 
claimed five lives, the ghosts of older crimes become impossible to ignore. 
  
TELL THE TRUTH, SHAME THE DEVIL is a gripping novel about identity and loss and love; a 
fast-paced puzzle of a novel that will keep readers feverishly turning pages. Marchetta’s Bish 
Ortley is a flawed, damaged, and unlikely hero who will appeal to fans of Robert Galbraith's 
Cormoran Strike, Kate Atkinson's Jackson Brodie, and Michael Robotham's Joe O'Loughlin.  
 
 
 



  

  
PRAISE FOR TELL THE TRUTH, SHAME THE DEVIL 
“Along with its well-rounded and likable characters, this is more than a crime story; it’s jam-
packed with family drama and heartbreak. Highly recommended for suspense and mystery 
fans.”—Library Journal *Starred Review* 
 
“Marchetta's stunning adult debut....Emotionally complex characters complement an intricate 
plot rife with dizzying twists and devastating reveals. This visceral read manages to capture the 
emotional aftermath of a mass tragedy while sustaining tension and delivering a scathing 
indictment of racial profiling, vigilante justice, and the 24-hour news cycle.”―Publishers Weekly 
*Starred Review* 
 
“There's much complexity and beauty in Melina Marchetta's resonating TELL THE TRUTH, 
SHAME THE DEVIL. While large in scope, exploring timely issues such as terrorism, racism, 
the plight of immigrants and social media's lynch-mob mentality, the book also tells the 
heartrending personal stories of multidimensional and memorable characters. Bish is like a 
British (and a quarter Egyptian) Harry Bosch, a relentless cop who believes everyone counts or 
no one does. In Marchetta's hands, everyone does count.”―Publishers Weekly *Starred Review* 
 
“This timely thriller is the popular young adult author Marchetta’s adult debut; and while her 
fans will easily make the transition with her, she should gain some adult readers as well.” 
—Booklist 
 
“I might have held my breath the entire time I was reading Melina Marchetta’s heart-pounding 
(and heartbreaking) new novel chronicling the aftermath of a suspected terrorist bombing of a 
teen tour group in France.  Part crime story, part family drama, part  love story,  TELL THE 
TRUTH, SHAME THE DEVIL  grabbed me by the throat and didn’t let go until I’d read the last 
word—and shed the last tear.”—Gayle Forman, author of IF I STAY and LEAVE ME 
 
“Each new Melina Marchetta novel is a revelation; she’s always changing, always evolving, and 
each one performs the miracle of somehow bettering the last – and TELL THE TRUTH, SHAME 
THE DEVIL does exactly that…A novel of great scope, of past and present, and above all, the 
Marchetta trademark of a fierce and loving heart.”—Markus Zusak, author of THE BOOK THIEF 
 
“TELL THE TRUTH, SHAME THE DEVIL is a stunning marriage of global anguish and 
personal pain. It's often heartbreaking, sometimes heart-stopping, and definitely unforgettable.” 
—Ivy Pochoda, author of VISITATION STREET 
 
“Melina Marchetta doesn’t shy away from the authentic emotions of her characters, her writing 
capturing their joy and pain as they navigate this crime through the veil of Europe’s simmering 
anti-Muslim sentiments. Bish’s investigative skills, more brains than brute force, showcase 
Marchetta’s own talent in writing an electrifying contemporary detective thriller. This is a clear-



  

sighted adult-fiction debut for fans of Robert Galbraith and Marchetta herself, and is likely to be 
devoured by older YA readers as well.”—Australian Bookseller+Publisher 
 
“Each new Melina Marchetta novel is a revelation; she’s always changing, always evolving, and 
each one performs the miracle of somehow bettering the last – and Tell the Truth, Shame the 
Devil does exactly that…A novel of great scope, of past and present, and above all, the 
Marchetta trademark of a fierce and loving heart.”—Markus Zusak, author of THE BOOK THIEF 
 
“TELL THE TRUTH, SHAME THE DEVIL is a stunning marriage of global anguish and 
personal pain. It's often heartbreaking, sometimes heart-stopping, and definitely unforgettable.” 
—Ivy Pochoda, author of VISITATION STREET 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Melina Marchetta is a best-selling and critically acclaimed author 
published in more than twenty countries and in eighteen 
languages. Her trilogy The Lumatere Chronicles (FINNIKIN OF 
THE ROCK, FROI OF THE EXILES, QUINTANA OF CHARYN) 
won high praise and was nominated for numerous awards. In 2009 
she won the prestigious Michael L. Printz Award for her novel ON 
THE JELLICOE ROAD.  Marchetta's first novel, LOOKING FOR 
ALIBRANDI, was made into a major motion picture and has sold 
more than half a million copies in Australia.  
 

 
 
 



  



  

 
 
 



  

MARISSA MEYER         HEARTLESS 
 

• The standalone prequel to ALICE’S ADVENTURES IN WONDERLAND by the 
author of the New York Times bestselling Lunar Chronicles series that introduces 
readers to the fascinating Lady Catherine Pinkerton—before her unwilling 
engagement and marriage to the King of Hearts 

• Debuted at #1 on The New York Times Children’s YA Hardcover list 
• Third bestselling YA title in the UK for 2017! 
• Appeared on the list for 15 straight weeks in the Top 5! 
• Starred review from School Library Journal 
• Lead title with national marketing campaign, including national tour and 

#CyborgMonday promotion  
• YALSA Best Fiction for Young Adults 2017 Pick 
• One of Teen Vogue’s Most Anticipated YA Titles of 2016 
• Popcrush Best Book of 2016 
• Epic Reads Book Shimmy Award Winner for “Best Retelling” 
• UK cosplay competition—best costume based on HEARTLESS characters— with 

winner announced at Young Adult Literature Convention in London in July 2017 
• The Lunar Chronicles series are New York Times Children’s YA and Series 

bestsellers, lead titles for Feiwel & Friends with extensive national promotion and 
marketing, tour stops including LA Festival of Books and San Diego Comic-Con, 
billboards in Times Square and rights sold in 34 territories 

• Major Marketing and Publicity campaign in US and UK 
• HEARTLESS included in all of Macmillan UK’s ALICE IN WONDERLAND 

marketing and publicity 
• One of the Most Anticipated YA Titles of 2016 from Bustle, Teen Vogue, Goodreads  
•  “In HEARTLESS, the nonsense that is Wonderland gets a reverential makeover, 

full of heart and its own idiosyncratic character.”—Gregory Maguire, author of 
WICKED and AFTER ALICE  

• Meyers’ LUNAR CHRONICLES is a #1 New York Times Children’s Series 
bestseller with rights sold in 34 territories 

 
Audience: Young Adult 

US: Feiwel & Friends (November 2016) 
Materials available: Finished books, Page count: 464 

Translation rights sold: : Rocco (Brazil Portuguese), V&R (Mexico, Latin America Spanish), 
Egmont (Czech), Papierowy (Polish), Blossom Books (Dutch), AST (Russian), Pocket Jeunesse  

(French), Hoa Hoc Tro (Vietnamese), Modernista (Swedish) 
 

The Lunar Chronicles translation rights sold: Mondadori (Italian), Pocket Jeunesse (French), Planeta 
(Portugese), Rocco (Brazil Portuguese), Estrella Polar (Catalan), Penguin Random House 
(Spanish), Modernista (Swedish), Artemis (Turkish), Egmont (Czech), Carlsen (German), 



  

Alexandra (Hungarian), AST (Russian), Kinneret (Hebrew), Muse (Thai), Patakis (Greek), 
Blossom Books (Dutch), Core Culture (Complex Chinese), Take Shobo (Japanese), Thenan 
(Korean), Egmont (Bulgarian), Egmont (Croatian), Egmont (Polish 1&2), Schibsted (Norwegian), 
Hoa Hoc Tro (Vietnamese), V&R (Latin America Spanish),  Laguna (Serbian 1&2), Haru 
(Indonesian), Pikoprint (Estonian), Palitra L (Georgian 1-3), Epica (Romanian), Beijing Zito 
Books (Simplified Chinese), Zvaigzne ABC (Latvian), Hoest (Danish), Papierowy (Polish), Alma 
Litera (Lithuanian 1&2)  
 
Long before she was the terror of Wonderland―the infamous Queen of Hearts―she was just 
a girl who wanted to fall in love. 
 
Catherine may be one of the most desired girls in Wonderland, and a favorite of the unmarried 
King of Hearts, but her interests lie elsewhere. A talented baker, all she wants is to open a shop 
with her best friend. But according to her mother, such a goal is unthinkable for the young 
woman who could be the next queen. 
 
Then Cath meets Jest, the handsome and mysterious court joker. For the first time, she feels the 
pull of true attraction. At the risk of offending the king and infuriating her parents, she and Jest 
enter into an intense, secret courtship. Cath is determined to define her own destiny and fall in 
love on her terms. But in a land thriving with magic, madness, and monsters, fate has other 
plans. 
 
PRAISE FOR HEARTLESS 
“The author’s best fantasy yet. In her inspired reimagining of Lewis Carroll’s inimitable 
adventures in Wonderland, Meyer has explored the world that existed before Alice fell down 
the rabbit hole….Employing all the best aspects of Carroll’s book—the White Rabbit, croquet 
with hedgehogs and flamingos, suits of cards, and the Jabberwocky—Meyer has woven all the 
elements of darkness and light, fate and free will, and love and hatred into an unforgettable 
story of the evolution of the Red Queen from a young girl who dreamed of true love and 
freedom to a madwoman best remembered for the phrase Off with his head. VERDICT If you 
only read one fractured fairy tale this year, make it HEARTLESS. A must-have title.”—School 
Library Journal *Starred Review* 
 
“Meyer’s Wonderland is a fun and more refined version of Carroll’s, and readers will enjoy the 
obvious parallels.”—Publishers Weekly 
 
“From the author of The Lunar Chronicles series comes a new standalone (though we're hoping 
for more!) retelling featuring ALICE’S ADVENTURES IN WONDERLAND's Red Queen as 
teenager Cath, who simply wants to own her own bakery. She falls for court jester Jest, who is 
not all he seems, and the two embark on an epic love story featuring monsters, pumpkins and 
all your favorite Wonderland characters, including a very interesting take on The Mad Hatter. A 
must-read for fans of Lewis Carroll. Marissa Meyer definitely breathes new life into an old 
character.”—Popcrush 



  

PRAISE FOR THE LUNAR CHRONICLES SERIES 
  

CINDER: 
“…Debut author Meyer’s brilliance is in sending the story into 
an entirely new, utterly thrilling dimension. Meyer’s far-future 
Earth is richly imagined, full of prejudice and intrigue, 
characters easy to get invested in, and hints of what might await 
in future books.”—Publishers Weekly *Starred Review* 
  
“Debut author Meyer ingeniously incorporates key elements of 
the fairy tale into this first series entry.”—Horn Book Magazine  
 
“Meyer’s embellishments create a spellbinding story of their 
own.”—VOYA 
 
“…This series opener and debut offers a high coolness factor by 
rewriting Cinderella as a kickass mechanic in a plague-ridden 

future.”—Kirkus 
 
“There’s a lot of moving parts in this fresh spin on ‘Cinderella,’ the first in a four-book 
series.”—Booklist 
 
SCARLET: 
“It’s another Marissa Meyer roller coaster ride, part science 
fiction/fantasy, part political machination with a hint of romance.” 
—Booklist *Starred Review* 
 
“Returning fans of Meyer’s Cinder will gladly sink their teeth into 
this ambitious, wholly satisfying sequel…Meyer portrays each scene 
with precision and rising tension, leaving readers with another 
mesmerizing journey.”—Publishers Weekly *Starred Review* 
 
“Meyer exhibits impressive growth as a writer, seamlessly weaving 

the multiple story lines together 
throughout the novel.”—Horn Book 
 
CRESS: 
“Meyer continues to show off her storytelling prowess, keeping 
readers engaged…The next installment cannot come fast 
enough.”—Publishers Weekly *Starred Review* 
 
“Once again, Meyer offers up a science fiction fantasy page-turner 
that salutes women’s intelligence and empowerment, with a subtle 



  

warning of the perils of misusing that power. The previous titles 
in the Lunar Chronicles series were both New York Times best-
sellers; with a major marketing campaign pushing Cress, expect 
similar results here.”—Booklist 
 
“This multi-layered, action-packed page-turner is sure to please 
series fans.” —Horn Book 
 
FAIREST 
"Her meticulous construction reconfirms Meyer as a master 
architect."—Shelf Awareness 
 
PRAISE FOR WINTER 

 
“Meyer offers a new amalgam of Grimm’s fairytales, science fiction, 
violence, women’s lib, and romance... This conclusion’s cinder-
block size should only drum up further interest.” 
—Booklist *Starred Review* 
 
“Meyer stays true to the fairy tales that underlie this series with 
several references to Snow White but continues to keep things fresh 
with her futuristic setting and many delightfully unexpected twists. 
…[T]he explosive final confrontation with Levana is gratifyingly 
tense, and Meyer expertly ties up any and all loose ends, allowing 
readers to leave behind this saga with a contented sigh.”                  
—Publishers Weekly 
 

“Bestselling author Marissa Meyer delivers in spades with the much-awaited finale to The 
Lunar Chronicles—a fresh, futuristic twist on classic fairy tales. Winter’s exciting, action-packed 
plot will have you devouring all 824 pages fast and furiously. You’ll relish in the romances, 
gasp at surprising plot twists and bite your nails as everything that could possibly go wrong 
does. It’s a worthy, spellbinding finale of which you won’t want to stop talking.”—USA Today 
 
PRAISE FOR STARS ABOVE 
“This variety of short pieces enriches the series, using several different approaches to add to 
Meyer’s fantasy world and its fascinating characters…those who have enjoyed Meyer’s sci-fi 
fairy tale retellings will relish the chance to dip their toes more deeply into this rich world.” 
—VOYA *Starred Review* 
 
“Whether to read at least some of these as an introduction to each novel or wait to savor 
them after reading the series is debatable; reader satisfaction, however, is not. Meyer ties up the 
loose ends in a final happily-ever-after story that allows all the good ones—Earthens, Lunars, 



  

androids, and cyborgs alike—a chance at peace, love, and a well-
deserved happy ending. HIGH-DEMAND BACKSTORY: Just 
when the insanely popular Lunar Chronicles looked finished, 
this piecemeal, but still quite weighty, book will pull readers right 
back in.”—Booklist 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Marissa Meyer is author of the #1 New York Times best-selling children’s series The Lunar 
Chronicles. She lives in Tacoma, Washington with her husband, twin girls, and three cats. She’s 

a fan of most things geeky (Sailor Moon, Firefly, any occasion 
that requires a costume), and has been in love with fairy tales 
since she was a child. She may or may not be a cyborg.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

 



  

 
CHELSEA MUELLER      BORROWED SOULS 
             
 

• A young woman with a brother who can’t stay out of trouble dives head first 
into the grimy world of soul renting in this action-packed and sexy urban 
fantasy debut 

• Cross-promotional campaign with bestselling urban fantasy and paranormal 
romance authors (Chloe Neill, Faith Hunter, Jennifer Estep, Kate Baxter, 
Amanda Bonilla, and Laurie London) 

• Extensive pre-order campaign  
• Rave review on the SmartBitches podcast: 

http://smartbitchestrashybooks.com/podcast/234-female-friendships-shifters-
secrets-series-interview-lauren-dane/ 

• Author hosting RT Convention panel “Geeks Who Drink!” with NYT 
bestselling authors Chloe Neill, Jennifer Estep, Kate Baxter, Aprilynne Pike 
and Megan Frampton  

• Featured author at New Orleans StoryCon including ticketed event with NYT 
and USA Today bestselling author of the Warriors of Poseidon Series Alyssa 
Day 

• Author-hosted AMA (Ask Me Anything) on Reddit (May) 
• Mueller is the founder of the popular Vampire Book Club blog 
• “Snappy, snarky, and oh-so-sexy, BORROWED SOULS is one for the keeper 

shelf! It's the stellar writing and sharp storytelling that makes this book a 
standout hit. Trust me, one-click the heck outta this s#*T!”—Darynda Jones , 
NY Times and USA Today bestselling author of the Charley Davidson series 

• “BORROWED SOULS serves up a fresh, unique world to lovers of urban 
fantasy hungry for something awesome. Do yourself a favor and don't miss 
this one!”—Lauren Dane, NYT and USA TODAY bestselling author of the 
WOLF UNBOUND series  
 

US: Talos (Skyhorse), May 2, 2016 
Materials available: Galleys, Page count: 312 

 
Losing her brother isn’t an option. Losing her soul?  Maybe. 

Callie Delgado always puts family first, and unfortunately her brother knows it. She’s emptied 
her savings, lost work, and spilled countless tears trying to keep him out of trouble, but now 
he’s in deeper than ever, and his debt is on Callie’s head. She’s given a choice: do some dirty 
work for the mob, or have her brother returned to her in tiny pieces. 
 

http://smartbitchestrashybooks.com/podcast/234-female-friendships-shifters-secrets-series-interview-lauren-dane/
http://smartbitchestrashybooks.com/podcast/234-female-friendships-shifters-secrets-series-interview-lauren-dane/


  

Renting souls is big business for the religious population of Gem City. Those looking to take 
part in immoral—or even illegal—activity can borrow someone else’s soul, for a price, and sin 
without consequence. 
 
To save her brother, Callie needs a borrowed soul, but she doesn’t have anywhere near the 
money to pay for it. The slimy Soul Charmer is willing to barter, but accepting his offer will 
force Callie into a dangerous world of magic she isn’t ready for. 
 
With the help of the guarded but undeniably attractive Derek—whose allegiance to the 
Charmer wavers as his connection to Callie grows—she’ll have to walk a tight line, avoid 
pissing off the bad guys, all while struggling to determine what her loyalty to her family’s really 
worth. 

ADVANCE PRAISE FOR BORROWED SOULS 
“Snappy, snarky, and oh-so-sexy, BORROWED SOULS is one for the keeper shelf! It's the stellar 
writing and sharp storytelling that makes this book a standout hit. Trust me, one-click the heck 
outta this s#*T!"—Darynda Jones, New York Times and USA Today bestselling author of the 
Charley Davidson series 
 
“BORROWED SOULS serves up a fresh, unique world to lovers of urban fantasy hungry for 
something awesome. Do yourself a favor and don't miss this one!.”—Lauren Dane, New York 
Times and USA TODAY bestselling author of the WOLF UNBOUND series 
 
“Fun, heartfelt, and wildly creative, BORROWED SOULS packs a new brand of punch in a 
debut urban fantasy with a soulful twist on magic. Chelsea Mueller brings a new and exciting 
voice to the UF genre.”—Kelly Meding, author of the Dreg City series 
  
“Dark, fun, and edgy, Borrowed Souls sucked me in from the very first page and didn’t let go.” 
—J. C. Daniels, author of The Colbana Files 
  
“Gritty realism, pitch perfect characters and a heavy dose of red hot sex. What more could you 
ask for?”—Shannon Mayer, author of the national bestselling Rylee Adamson series 
  
“Fast paced with tons of great action, snarky dialogue, and just enough steamy romance. If 
you’re a fan of the Alex Craft series by Kalayna Price or the Mercy Thompson series by Patricia 
Briggs, you’ll love Borrowed Souls!”—Kate Baxter, author of the Last True Vampire series 
 

 
Chelsea Mueller runs the totally fun blog Vampire Book Club, 
dishes on the latest book and TV hotties for Heroes & 
Heartbreakers, and hangs out with her awesome husband and 
two giant dogs. She loves bad cover songs, dramatic movies and 
TV vampires. She lives in Texas and has been known to say y’all. 

http://www.vampirebookclub.net/
http://www.heroesandheartbreakers.com/ChelseaMueller#filter
http://www.heroesandheartbreakers.com/ChelseaMueller#filter


  

 

 



  

JON SKOVRON                                                                BANE & SHADOW 
                                                                              (Book #2 in The Empire of Storms Trilogy)  
 

 
• The debut adult series from author Jon Skovron, acclaimed for his YA duology 

MAN MADE BOY and THIS BROKEN WONDROUS WORLD 
• Pre-empted by Orbit US & UK in a six-figure deal 
• Six-publisher, six-figure German auction 
• Pre-empts in Brazil and Portugal 
• Five-book deal in Turkey 
• BANE & SHADOW a Romantic Times “Top Pick” for January  
• Watch the author “Write a Fantasy Novel with a Fountain Pen”: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xXuHuo-PGdk 
• Starred review in Publishers Weekly 
• Author hosted AMA (Ask Me Anything) on Reddit (July 2016) 
• A B&N “Best Science Fiction and Fantasy of June 2016” Pick 
• Honorable Mention in Bookish’s “Summer 2016 Must-Read Science Fiction & 

Fantasy Books” 
• "Skovron's eye for characterization and situations is exceptional... A compelling 

coming-of-age yarn."―Publishers Weekly *Starred review* 
• Read this exclusive interview with Jon about HOPE & RED on Orbit’s website 
• Cover reveal featured on Orbit website  

 
HOPE & RED: US &UK: Orbit, June 26, 2016 

BANE & SHADOW: US & UK: Orbit, February 2017 
 BLOOD & TEMPEST: US & UK: Orbit, October 2017 

HOPE & RED: Materials available: Finished books, Page count: 416 
BANE & SHADOW: Materials available: Finished books, Page count: 544 

BLOOD & TEMPEST: Materials available: Manuscript, Spring 2017 
 

Translation rights sold: Heyne (German), Saida de Emergencia (Portuguese), Sextante (Brazil 
Portuguese), Chongqing Publishing House (Simplified Chinese), Luitingh-Sijthoff (Dutch), 

Editorial Planeta (Spanish), Marti (Turkish) 
 

HOPE & RED, Book #1 of The Empire of Storms trilogy, is set in a fracturing empire spread 
across savage seas, where two young people from different cultures find common purpose. A 
nameless girl is the lone survivor when her village is massacred by biomancers, mystical 
servants of the emperor. Named after her lost village, Bleak Hope is secretly trained by a master 
Vinchen warrior as an instrument of vengeance. A boy becomes an orphan on the squalid 
streets of New Laven and is adopted by one of the most notorious women of the criminal 
underworld, given the name Red, and trained as a thief and con artist. When a ganglord named 

https://www.reddit.com/r/Fantasy/comments/4qlqhs/hello_reddit_im_fantasy_author_jon_skovron_ama/
http://www.orbitbooks.net/interview/jon-skovron-on-hope-red/


  

Deadface Drem strikes a bargain with the biomancers to consolidate and rule all the slums of 
New Laven, the worlds of Hope and Red come crashing together, and their unlikely alliance 
takes them further than either could have dreamed possible. 
 
In Book #2, BANE & SHADOW, Red is being trained as a cold-blooded assassin by the 
biomancers. As he becomes increasingly embroiled in palace politics, he learns that even life 
among the nobility can be deadly. 
 
While terrorizing imperial ships as the pirate Dire Bane, Hope stumbles onto a biomancer plot 
of such horrifying scope that it makes even the massacre of her childhood village seem small in 
comparison. 
 
With the biomancers tightening their grip of fear over the empire, Hope and Red struggle to fill 
their new roles and responsibilities, but the cost will be greater than any of them realize. 
 
Before Hope can revolutionize the Vinchen Order or save the empire, she must first find true 
strength and confidence from within herself in Book #3, BLOOD & TEMPEST. Only then can 
she fulfill her dead teacher’s wish to find a new way of the warrior that doesn’t involve 
senseless killing. 
 
Far to the north of the empire, the biomancers have tightened their control of the aging 
emperor, now that they have the support of the 
Vinchen. Red believes that only Hope can stop them. 
He escapes Stonepeak and returns to New Laven, 
where he reunites with old friends and picks up 
Hope’s trail. 
 
To the southeast of the capital, Hope’s old crew has 
taken up with the pirate and smuggler Gavish Gray, 
and help terrorize the navy around the thriving 
merchant hub of Vance Post. Red catches up with 
them and asks them to help in his search for Hope. It’s 
up to Hope, Red, and their friends to stop the 
biomancers—if they can survive the Vinchen and the 
great kraken—and save the empire. 
 
PRAISE FOR HOPE & RED 
"Skovron's eye for characterization and situations is 
exceptional... A compelling coming-of-age 
yarn."―Publishers Weekly *Starred Review* 
 
 
 



  

"Engaging ... [Skovron's] skillfully developed world, filled with swords and magic, is a perfect 
foil for his dynamic characters."―Library Journal 
 
"A great swashbuckling adventure."―The Sun (UK) 
 
"A fun beginning ... promises to be a great series."―Philadelphia Free Press 
 
"The adventures of Hope and Red will continue, and you should plan to sail with 
them."―SFRevu 
 
"Gripping and, most importantly, fun."―SFX  
 
“Holy crap, Skovron's adult fantasy debut is fantastic, compelling, and utterly fascinating. The 
book was a great read from the beginning but it just kept getting better and better the further I 
made it into the book, and I am dying to get the second book in my hands. Red and Hope are 
such wonderfully fully realized characters and I loved the dynamic between them once they 
meet and the characters and friends they meet along the way.”—BookChicClub 
 
"Furious where it needs to be, deceptively tender where it can get away with it, adventurous all 
around."―Sam Sykes, author of the Tome of the Undergates series 
 



  

“HOPE & RED is my favorite book of the year. Full of nonstop, irresistible adventure, it 
captures that wonderful classic epic fantasy feel, while introducing a fantastic pair of 
memorable new heroes. I can't wait for the sequel!"―Sarah Beth Durst, author of THE QUEEN 
OF BLOOD 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Jon Skovron has been an actor, musician, lifeguard, Broadway theater 
ticket seller, warehouse grunt, technical writer, and web developer. He 
has nine fingers, dislikes sweets, and possesses a number of charming 
flaws. He was born in Columbus, Ohio, and after traveling around for a 
while, he has settled, somewhat haphazardly, in the Washington, D.C., 
area, where he and his two sons can regularly be seen as not fitting into 
the general government scene. Visit him at jonskovron.com. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



  
 



  

CAT SPARKS                       LOTUS BLUE 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

• Powerful war machines of the far-future collide across a barren desert world in 
this climate fiction debut from award-winning Australian author Cat Sparks  
• One of Barnes & Noble’s “The Best Science Fiction and Fantasy Books of 
February 2017” 
• Pre- and post-publication essays in Tor.com, Hypable, B&N SF blog and The 
Daily Beast 
• See her Cli-Fi essay in BoingBoing here: 
https://boingboing.net/2017/02/10/climate-science-and-climate-fi.html 
• "Filled with effortless worldbuilding that will have you shaking the sand out 
of your shoes after each chapter, this post-apocalyptic thrill ride is not to be 
missed.”―B&N Sci-Fi Blog, “The Best Science Fiction and Fantasy Books of 
February 2017”  
• Sparks is the recipient of nineteen Aurealis and Ditmar awards for writing, 
editing, and art 
• Sparks’ collection, THE BRIDE PRICE, was nominated for an Aurealis Award 
and won the Ditmar for Best Collected Work in 2014  
 

Audience: Adult  
US/UK: Talos/Skyhorse (March 7, 2017)  

Materials available: Finished books, Page count: 384  
 
Seventeen-year-old Star and her sister Nene are orphans, part of a thirteen-wagon caravan of 
nomadic traders living hard lives travelling the Sand Road. Their route cuts through a 
particularly dangerous and unforgiving section of the Dead Red Heart, a war-ravaged desert 
landscape plagued by rogue semi-sentient machinery and other monsters from a bygone age.  
  
But when the caravan witnesses a relic-Angel satellite unexpectedly crash to Earth, a chain of 
events begins that sends Star on a journey far away from the life she once knew. Shanghaied 
upon the sandship Dogwatch, she is forced to cross the Obsidian Sea by Quarrel, an ancient 
Templar supersoldier. Eventually shipwrecked, Star will have no choice but to place her trust in 
both thieves and priestesses while coming to terms with the grim reality of her past—and the 
horror of her unfolding destiny—as the terrible secret her sister had been desperate to protect 
her from begins to unravel.  
  
Meanwhile, something old and powerful has woken in the desert. A Lotus Blue, deadliest of all 
the ancient war machines. A warrior with plans of its own, far more significant than a fallen 
Angel. Plans that do not include the survival of humanity.  
 



  

PRAISE FOR LOTUS BLUE   
“Lotus Blue is sci-fi author Cat Sparks’s debut novel, and for a first journey it’s a hell of a ride. 
As intelligent and thought-provoking as it is exciting . . . From the opening paragraphs you can 
feel the desert heat and the sand whipping your face.”—Starburst magazine 
 
“LOTUS BLUE is [Sparks’] first novel, and what an entertaining ride it is. A striking adventure 
story in a world of nuked cities, killer hi-tech storms and cybernetic wizardry.” ―Herald Sun 
(Melbourne) 
 
“A post-apocalyptic vision from Australia. Sparks' debut is ambitious . . . but patient readers 
will find it ultimately rewarding.”—Kirkus Reviews 
 
“Forget the Mad Max comparisons: Sparks is far more ambitious than that. LOTUS BLUE is A 
CANTICLE FOR LEIBOWITZ by way of NEUROMANCER.”—Peter Watts, author 
of BLINDSIGHT 
 
"A mythic, far-future outback populated by superhuman soldiers, house-sized reptiles, and 
half-crazed armored vehicles: If that doesn't sound incredible to you, you have no heart.  is the 
year's most compelling science fiction novel."—Zachary Jernigan, author of JEROUN: The 
Collected Omnibus   
 
“Astonishingly rich in ideas and concepts and the world building is truly breathtaking in its 
breadth and originality. LOTUS BLUE is a revelation.”—Isobelle Carmody, author of the 
Obernewtyn Chronicles 
 
“LOTUS BLUE is SF adventure on steroids. A dystopian vision worthy of H. Rider Haggard 
and the Mad Max film franchise.”—Jack Dann, award-winning author of THE MEMORY 
CATHEDRAL and DA VINCI RISING 
 
“Vivid, compelling, and relentless, Cat Sparks makes you care about the soul of a mecha future 
as you hang onto the edge, feeling the sandy grit between your teeth.”—Tina LeCount Myers, 
author of THE SONG OF IT ALL 
 
“Strong-minded women to root for, self-driven, sentient war mech, and a broken, raw world 
make LOTUS BLUE the latest and greatest of recent post-apocalyptic stories. An imagined 
future that leaves you discomfited, but an engaging read that leaves you satisfied.”—Betsy 
Dornbusch, author of the Books of the Seven Eyes trilogy 
 
PRAISE FOR THE BRIDE PRICE   
“The prolific Sparks has won numerous Aurealis and Ditmar awards in her native Australia. 
This debut collection of 13 stories, two of which appear for the first time here, will give readers 
an idea why. Sparks’ prose is clean and clear, her visions of futures consistent and grim; 
although there are moments of hope, these too often prove phantasms. Readers looking for 



  

random acts of kindness would do well to look elsewhere; fans of beautifully staged scenes of 
despair will find a wealth of them here.”—Publishers Weekly  
              

 
Cat Sparks is a multi-award-winning Australian author, editor and 
artist whose former employment has included: media monitor, 
political and archaeological photographer, graphic designer, Fiction 
Editor of Cosmos Magazine and Manager of Agog! Press. A 2012 
Australia Council grant sent her to Florida to participate in 
Margaret Atwood’s The Time Machine Doorway workshop. She’s 
currently finishing a PhD in climate change fiction. Her short story 
collection THE BRIDE PRICE was published in 2013.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



  



  

COLIN WOODARD             AMERICAN CHARACTER: 
                                                                                  A History of the Epic Struggle Between  
                                                                              Individual Liberty and the Common Good 
              
 

• The author of AMERICAN NATIONS examines the history of and solutions to 
the key American question: how best to reconcile individual liberty with the 
maintenance of a free society 

• Author events in New York City, Washington, D.C., and Boston  
• National and regional publicity  
•  History and politics media and book page print features  
•  20-City radio satellite tour  
• National radio and television campaign  
• Extensive internet and blog campaign  
• Targeted online outreach  
• Social media and online promotion  
• Academic marketing promotions 
• Visit Colin Woodard’s blog at: http://colinwoodard.blogspot.com/  

 
Audience: Adult  

US: Viking (Penguin Books), 2016 

Materials available: Finished books   
Page Count: 316 

 

 
This book is about how to save the Republic. 
 
America’s national experiment in liberal Democracy is under assault. The results of the 
presidential election of 2016 show us that after decades of relentlessly pursuing laissez faire 
economic and social policies (much as was done in the Gilded era), tens of millions of voters 
were willing to entrust an authoritarian strongman, with no clear plan, to do whatever it took to 
make “America Great Again.”  
 
Donald Trump campaigned as an autocrat. He called for a religious-test for citizenship; he 
encouraged supporters to get in physical altercations with protesters; promised to jail his 
opponent, Hillary Clinton; said he would loosen up free press protections, and give the 
Washington Post “problems” if elected; and declared in advance that the election would be 
“rigged” if he did not win it.  
 
In previous election cycles, he would have been deemed unfit for office. He brushed off 
criticism about his serial sexual assault of women, attacked the parents of a decorated soldier 

http://colinwoodard.blogspot.com/


  

killed in battle, and praised Russia’s despotic president, Vladimir Putin, whose intelligence 
services leaked documents to help his election. 
 
And yet he won. While most of his supporters said they were not racists, bigots, misogynists 
themselves, they decided it was not a deal breaker that their choice for president is all of these 
things.  
 
AMERICAN CHARACTER was completed as the 2016 presidential election was getting 
underway. It warns that by failing to balance individual liberties with the common good - the 
two essential aspects of freedom– we invite oligarchy, destabilizing our society and imperiling 
our civil rights. 
 
The time of reckoning has arrived. The question is whether Americans will respond to the crisis 
by rebalancing their 240-year democratic experiment or by replacing it with something illiberal, 
authoritarian, and ethno-nationalistic. 
 
As the book argues, left unchecked, both individual liberty and the common good lead to 
tyranny. Trump’s great strength in 2016 was that he, alone among the 17 Republicans who ran 
for president, did not parrot the laissez faire individualist’s creed: that reducing taxes, 
regulations, and the size of government would solve Americans problems. His stump speech 
did not promise to lower taxes or cut social programs, but rather to protect social security, 
replace the Affordable Care Act with something “terrific”, and invest more heavily in veteran’s 
services, the military, police training, and drug treatment.  He made overtly collectivist pledges. 
He would use the presidency to bring factories back to the Rust Belt, to build infrastructure and 
border fortifications, to slap punitive tariffs on China and overturn free trade agreements. He 
obliterated his supply-side Republican rivals, then tied Hillary Clinton to her husband’s 
support for free trade and other neo-liberal policies in the general election. Trump followed the 
playbook of the European right-wing nationalist, promising government activism on behalf of 
“good” citizens, state sponsored retribution against internal enemies, for whom constitutional 
protections might not apply. Without protections for individual liberties, however, the pursuit 
of the common good can turn very, very ugly. 
 
PRAISE FOR AMERICAN CHARACTER 
“Woodard, an award-winning journalist for the Portland Press-Herald in Maine, is a terrific 
writer, and his range is impressive. His musings about the impact of Ayn Rand on American 
conservatism or a day spent in the terrifying blackness of Nicolae Ceausescu's crumbling 
Romanian dictatorship are elegant set pieces.”—David Oshinsky, Washington Post 
 
“An illuminating national portrait at a particularly divisive time.”—Downeast 
 
“Woodard’s treatise is a must-read for anyone grappling with how we arrived at the present 
moment . . . Although the prose is effortlessly accessible to a general audience, the manuscript 
could easily serve as a textbook in a number of different disciplines: history, economics, political 



  

science and psychology, just to name a few.”—Bowling Green (Ky.) Daily News 
 
“A deep analysis of the history of the common good versus individual rights. . . . A healthy 
democracy needs to balance the two; either one alone leads to disaster. . . . American 
Character adds a further prism to the public-private spectrum. ‘The struggle for freedom is not 
bilateral, but instead triangular,’ Woodard writes. ‘The participants are the state, the people, 
and the would-be aristocracy or oligarchy. Liberal democracy . . . relies on keeping these three 
forces in balance.’ The history of that struggle is a big-dipper ride through four centuries as first 
collectivists then individualists take their turn at managing the country. Lurking just below the 
surface are always mirrors reflecting our own times. . .Woodard’s essential thesis is vital to 
understand.”—Thomas Urquhart, Portland Press-Herald 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Colin Woodard, an award-winning writer and 
journalist, is currently the state and national affairs 
writer at the Portland Press Herald and Maine Sunday 
Telegram and received a 2012 George Polk Award for 
an investigative project he did for those papers. A 
longtime foreign correspondent for The Christian 
Science Monitor, the San Francisco Chronicle, and The 
Chronicle of Higher Education, he has reported from 
more than fifty foreign countries and six continents. 
His work has appeared in dozens of publications, 
including The Economist, Smithsonian, The Washington 

Post, Politico, Newsweek, The Daily Beast, The Guardian, Bloomberg View, and Washington 
Monthly. A graduate of Tufts University and the University of Chicago, he is the author 
of four previous books including American Nations and The Republic of Pirates.  
 

 
 
 
 
 



  



  

COLIN WOODARD      AMERICAN NATIONS: 
A History of The Eleven Rival 

Regional Cultures of North America 
              
 

• A revolutionary and revelatory history of North America’s myriad identities 
and how the conflicts between them have shaped the past and are molding the 
future  

• Selected by The Wall Street Journal as one of 2016’s Books of the Year: “Those 
still trying to understand the results of the presidential election would be wise 
to pick up Colin Woodard's AMERICAN NATIONS. His book makes the 
powerful case that 11 “nations”―as in distinctive, regional cultures―make up 
North America and powerfully affect our fractured politics.” 

• Chosen by The New Republic and The Globalist.com as a “Best Book of 2011”  
• Publishers Weekly Fall 2011 Notable Book, Top 10 Politics Pick  
• Starred Kirkus and PW reviews  
• Winner of the 2012 Maine Literary Award for Non-Fiction  
• Author quoted in The Atlantic, The Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, on the topic of 

AMERICAN NATIONS  
o http://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2014/11/an-escape-from-election-

day-tribalism/382326/  
o http://www.post-gazette.com/opinion/Op-Ed/2014/11/02/Tribal-peoples-have-

rights-too-By-Stephen-Beckerman/stories/201411020152  
• Author appearances at Wonder of Words Festival at Simpson College in Des 

Moines, Iowa, and “Decoding the United States” panel at the Atlantic 
Dialogues 2014 in Marrakesh, Morocco   

• National publicity including interview on “PBS News Hour” and serial rights 
sold to Bloomberg for 5-part series  

• Visit Colin Woodard’s blog at: http://colinwoodard.blogspot.com/  
 

Audience: Adult  
US: Viking (Penguin Books), October 2011  

Materials available: Finished books  
Page count: 384  

Translation rights sold: Geulhangari (Korean), Iwanami Shoten (Japanese) 
 
North America was first settled by separate groups of Europeans with distinct religious, 
political and ethnographic characteristics, creating regional cultures that have been at 
odds with one another ever since. These founding cultures – New Netherland, New 
France, New Spain, New England, the German-influenced Midlands, the English 

http://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2014/11/an-escape-from-election-day-tribalism/382326/
http://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2014/11/an-escape-from-election-day-tribalism/382326/
http://www.post-gazette.com/opinion/Op-Ed/2014/11/02/Tribal-peoples-have-rights-too-By-Stephen-Beckerman/stories/201411020152
http://www.post-gazette.com/opinion/Op-Ed/2014/11/02/Tribal-peoples-have-rights-too-By-Stephen-Beckerman/stories/201411020152
http://colinwoodard.blogspot.com/


  

gentry’s Chesapeake country, the transplanted West Indian slaveocracy of the Deep 
South, and the Scots Irish-dominated Appalachian Frontier – spread over the continent, 
each staking out mutually exclusive territory, on which they have left a permanent 
imprint. Subsequent immigrants didn’t confront or assimilate into an “American” or 
“Canadian” culture, but rather into one of these regional ones.   
  
In AMERICAN NATIONS, Colin Woodard leads us on a journey through the history of 
this fractured, paradoxical continent, and the rivalries and alliances between its 
component nations. He illustrates and explains why “American” values vary sharply 
from one region to another, why English-speaking Canada faces a perpetual identity 
crisis, and why northern Mexico and a strip of the American Southwest have so much 
more in common with one another than with the federations to which they nominally 
belong. Woodard shows how intra-national rivalries played a pivotal role at every point 
in the continent’s history, from the English Civil War and the American Revolution to 
the U.S. Civil War, the tumultuous sixties and the “blue county/red county” maps of 
recent U.S. presidential elections. AMERICAN NATIONS is a revolutionary and 
revelatory take on North America’s myriad identities and how the conflicts between 
them have shaped and divided a world superpower.    
 
PRAISE FOR AMERICAN NATIONS:  

“Woodard offers a fascinating way to parse American (writ large) politics and history in this 
excellent book.”―Kirkus *Starred Review*  
  

“[AMERICAN NATIONS’] compelling explanations and apt descriptions will fascinate anyone 
with an interest in politics, regional culture, or history.”―Publishers Weekly *Starred Review*  
  

“Those still trying to understand the results of the [2016] presidential election would be wise to 
pick up Colin Woodard's "American Nations." His book makes the powerful case that 11 
"nations" -- as in distinctive, regional cultures -- make up North America and powerfully affect 
our fractured politics.”—Wall Street Journal  
  
“Woodard explains away partisanship in AMERICAN NATIONS... which makes the 
provocative claim that our culture wars are inevitable.  North America was settled by 
groups with distinct political and religious value--and we haven't had a moment's peace 
since.”―Publishers Weekly (Fall 2011 "Top Ten Politics" pick)  
  
“A smart read that feels particularly timely now, when so many would claim a mythically 
unified "Founding Fathers'' as their political ancestors.”―Boston Globe  
  
“A fascinating new take on our history.”―The Christian Science Monitor  
  



  

“For people interested in American history and sociology, AMERICAN NATIONS demands 
reading.”―St. Louis Post-Dispatch  
  
“[In] offering us a way to better understand the forces at play in the rumpus room of current 
American politics, Colin Woodard has scored a true triumph.” ―The Daily Beast  
  
“Woodard makes a worthwhile contribution by offering an accessible, well-researched analysis 
with appeal to both casual and scholarly readers.”―Library Journal  
  
“[A] compelling and informative attempt to make sense of the regional divides in North 
America in general and this country in particular....Woodard provides a bracing corrective to an 
accepted national narrative that too often overlooks regional variations to tell a simpler and 
more reassuring story.”―The Washington Post  
 

“Mr. Woodard’s approach is breezier than Mr. Fischer’s and more historical than Mr. Garreau’s, 
but he has earned a place on the shelf between them.”―The Wall Street Journal   
  

“[A] fascinating new ethnographic history of North America.”―Alec MacGillis, The New 
Republic   
  

“Provocative reading.”―News and Observer   
  

“[AMERICAN NATIONS] sets itself apart by delving deep into history to trace our current 
divides to ethno-cultural differences that emerged during the country’s earliest 
settlement.”―The New Republic, Editors' Picks: Best Books of 2011   
 

              
 

Colin Woodard, an author and award-winning journalist, writes for The Christian Science 
Monitor, Down East and The Chronicle of Higher Education. He is the author of THE LOBSTER 
COAST: Rebels, Rusticators and the Struggle for a Forgotten Frontier (Viking Press, 2004), a 
cultural and environmental history of coastal Maine; OCEAN’S END: Travels Through 
Forgotten Seas (Basic Books, 2000), a narrative non-fiction account of the deterioration of the 
world’s oceans; and AMERICAN CHARACTER: A History of the Epic Struggle Between 
Individual Liberty and the Common Good (2016). 
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