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London Book Fair  2017  
 

FICTION pages  

¶ Catherine Burns THE VISITORS to be published by Scout 

Press (US), Legend (UK), Hachette (ANZ) September 2017 

¶ Brad Smithôs Carl Burns series continues with Severn 

House (WE) 

¶ Yianni Xiros THE STING OF THE WASP to be published 

by Endeavour (WE) 2017 

NON -FICTION pages  

¶ Ash Dykes MISSION POSSIBLE launched for speaking 

tour, trade launch Eye (WE) September 2017 

¶ Caspar Craven WHERE THE MAGIC HAPPENS under 

offer for publication spring 2018  

¶ ROAM ALONE to be published by Bradt (UK) and Globe 

Pequot (US) April 2017 



 

 

THE VISITORS  
Catherine Burns 

 
US: Scout Press (Simon & Schuster)     ANZ: Hachette     UK: Legend 

September 2017 
 

    
 
 

óOnce you start Catherine Burns' dark, disturbing, and enthralling debut 

novel, it's hard to stop. The Visitors  is bizarrely unsettling, yet 

compulsively readable.ô 

ð Iain Reid, internationally bestselling author of Iôm Thinking of 

Ending Things  

 

Marion Zetland lives with her domineering older brot her John in a crumbling house 

on the edge of a northern seaside resort. A timid  woman in her fifties who sleeps with 

teddy bears, she does her best to live by Johnôs rules, even if it means turning a blind 

eye to the noises she hears coming from the cellaré and the laundry in the hamper 

that isnôt hers. When he has a heart attack, the truth begins to unravel.  

 

With the smart suspense of Emma Donoghueôs Room and the atmospheric 

claustrophobia of Grey Gardens, THE VISITORS explores the complex truths we are 

able to keep hidden from ourselves. 

 

  



 

 

Catherine Burns  was born in Manchester, graduated from Trinity College 

Cambridge, worked as a bond trader in the City of London before studying at the 

Moscow Institute of F ilm . Between 2000 and 2015 she taught film theory at Salford 

University.  This is her first novel . 

 

 

  



 

 

The first two thriller s in th e hard-hitting new 
series by Brad Smith 

 
World English: Severn House 

HEARTS OF STONE: UK hb 2016, US/Canada & pb 2017 
ROUGH JUSTICE: UK hb 2015, pb 2016 

 

 

 
óabsorbingé builds to a surprising denouementô ï Publishers Weekly 

 
Quietly r unning an organics business at River Road Farm, life is good for Carl Burns 
and his partner Frances, until some television exposure attracts attention.  Targeted 
by a gang of small-time criminals, Carl and Francesô lives are shattered in an instant. 
With clues as to the gangôs identity thin on the ground, the copsô hands are tied. Itôs 

up to Carl to track down the perpetrators and bring them to justice ï however he can. 
 

Brad Smith lives near the north shore of Lake Erie. His previous novels include All 
Hat, which was made into a major feature film, and One-Eyed Jacks, which was 

shortlisted for the Dashiell Hammett Award.  
 

Praise for ROUGH JUSTICE: ñAn engrossing series launchò - Publishers Weekly. ñNobody 

does stand-up guys better than Smithò ï Booklist . 

Praise for previous books: óRivals Elmore Leonard at his bestô - Publishers Weekly on Crowôs 

Landing . óFor such a furiously funny writer, Smith has great reserves of tendernessô ï New 

York Times Book Review. óHeôs funny, poignant, evocative, and he tells a blistering taleô ï 

Dennis Lehane. ñWonderfully wrought characters, delicious witò - Publishers Weekly 



 

 

Brad Smith: backlist  
 

   
 

Doubleday Canada 2000; Japanese, Hungarian; reprinted by 280 Steps 2013  
Shortlisted for the Dashiell Hammett Award  

 

 
 

Penguin Canada, Henry Holt USA 2003 -2007;  
reprinted by Endeavour Press 2016  

All Hat  adapted as a feature film  

 
 

 
 

First published by Simon & Schuster Canada, Scribner USA 2012 -2013;  
To be re -launched in e -book by Endeavour in 2017  

http://books.simonandschuster.ca/Crow's-Landing/Brad-Smith/9781451678543


 

 

THE STING OF THE WASP  
Yianni Xiros  

 
World English: Endeavour 

Publication: 2017 
 
 

 

 
ñGun down a sixteen-year-old kid from Halandri,ò Psarros said with a touch of 

bitterness, ñand they burn Exarchia. Kill six old men and everyone, says, oh really, 

yawns and goes back to solving the countryôs problems over coffee.ò 

The murder of a 91-year-old man is the sixth in a series of killings of wealthy 

individuals in Athens and with the debt crisis, robbery seems an obvious motive. 

Panos Akritas, the best detective on the Hellenic Police, is called in and informed 

secretly that the true motive is political ï the men were used by the Nazis during the 

occupation to combat the leftist resistance and then served the right wing 

governments against the communists. After a two attempts to kill Akritas by persons 

unknown, however, he begins to suspect that there is also something else at work. 

 
Yianni Xiros  was born in Athens during the Greek Civil War, but has also lived in 

Italy, Britain, and Canada. Involved in education for thirty -five years, he has 

published various academic titles as John Xiros Cooper and divides his time between 

Athens, London, and Vancouver. 

  



 

 

HERE COME THE BODIES  
Short stories  

Chris Humphrey  
 

 

 
 

    
óHere come the bodies,ô said Jane Ashcroft from behind the net curtains of her three 

bedroomed semi in a cul-de-sac of tranquil suburbia.  

A woman latches on to a tragedy in the neighbourhood to make herself important for 

a day; a shopkeeper finds a strange door behind a box in his storeroom and follows a 

tunnel to another world; Will finds that his father has left him the family estate on 

condition he fight a gorilla. Chris Humphrey combines the mundane and the bizarre 

to create a fictional world that is darkly humorous and utterly engaging, a mixture of  

absurdity and magic realism. 

Chris Humphrey  has worked in jobs ranging from cleaner and cartographer to 

chef and salesman. He has travelled to over fifty countries, spending the last twelve 

years teaching English in the UK, Asia and the Middle East, and is now the Vice-

Principal of a chain of language schools in England. He has written for local 

newspapers, gift books and was a sports columnist in South Korea. 

 

All rights on offer 



 

 

óOne of the world's most fearless outdoor menô ï FHM  
 

 
 

óAshôs completion of a ófirstô solo trek across Mongolia is an example of great 
determination. A remarkable achievementô - Sir Ranulph Fiennes 

 
óEpic adventures by an inspiring manô ï Bear Grylls  

 
At the age of 23, Ash Dykes became the first person to walk, solo and unsupported, 

across Mongolia. His journey took 78 days and saw him trek over the Altai 

Mountains, the Gobi Desert and the Mongolian Steppe. It was an expedition filled 

with danger and extreme conditions. He almost didn't make it.  A year later, Ash 

spent more than five months traversing the length of Madagascar via its eight highest 

peaks. It was another worl d first.  

 

Ash reveals the spirit, planning, training and sheer determination that went into 

these two record-breaking feats: an inspirati onal story of how a young man from 

Wales transformed himself into an adventurer and extreme athlete. 

Ash Dykes  was born in St Asaph in North Wales in 1990. He has learned how to 

survive in the Burmese jungle, worked as a master scuba diver and trained as a Muay 

Thai fighter. He has won the coveted UK Adventurer of the Year award and regularly 

gives talks in schools and colleges. His exploits have been featured in The Times, 

Forbes, The Guardian  and Mail Online  as well as on BBC World News, ITV, Channel 

5 and the Discovery Channel. He has been invited to 10 Downing Street and is an 

inspiration to his many thousands of followers from all over the world.  



 

 

WHERE THE MAGIC HAPPENS  

How We Live d Our Dream and  
Change d Our Lives  

Caspar Craven 
 

World English : OFFER from Bloomsbury ï subject to contract 
Publication: March (US) and May (UK) 2018 

Hardback with photo inset  
 

    

Itôs 1:30 am. The wind is howling outside, rain driving sideways. Iôm head down, 

backside up in the bilges. My back aches and Iôd like some sleep. Nichola 

courageously volunteers to bail out. Itôs a mucky job in a very confined space so she 

strips down to her underwear and squeezes in underneath the engine. Covered in oil 

and diesel, she looks up at me. óAre we living the dream yet?ô I ask.  

Plenty of people would like to live their dreams but most get stuck at one hurdle: 
their partner and children.  But in June 2009, Caspar and Nichola created a plan to 

sail around the world together with their young children  aged 9, 7 and 2.  
 

Most people thought they were crazy. Maybe they were. Through agonising decisions 
and terrifying moments, they went way beyond their comfort zone and made the 

magic happen. They created the family team and achieved their goal of having life -
changing adventures together.  

 
Caspar Craven  is a British entrepreneur who has sailed around the world twice.  

After returning fro m this journey in 2016, he dedicated himself to giving 
motivational talks around the world to help others reach their goals.  

 

  



 

 

Inspiring Tales by Reluctant Solo Travellers  
 

UK: Bradt Guides     US & Canada: Globe Pequot     Publication: April  2017 
 

 

 
That moment for me was pure freedom, freedom like Iôd never experienced it before, 
and itôs this feeling, of life being lived, that still pushes me to do things that scare me. 

On my own. - Hannah Stuart -Leach, contributor  
 

Travelling alone for the first time is not easy ï indeed, for some the prospect is 
terrifying. Roam Alone is a collection of 40 true tales by reluctant solo travellers who 

took the plunge and loved it, interwoven with practical tips from the  experts. The 
stories are thought-provoking, exciting and inspiring, and show  that bravery can reap 

amazing rewards. 
 

Some contributors were mere teenagers, while others waited decades before 
circumstances required them to travel without a partner or friend. All  pushed beyond 

their comfort zone, fi nding in that dreaded trip exhilaration,  transformation and, 
very often, new friends. Join Suzy in a frozen Mongolian ger, Kirsty giving an 

impromptu pia no recital in Berlin,  Matt showing off  sexy undies on a backroad in 
Fiji, Kelly receiving a marriage  proposal in the Rif Mountains of Morocco and 
Sheelagh ending a ógranny gap yearô in Kashmir. If they can do it, anyone can. 

 
Bradt Guides  launched the literature imprint in é This successful series of 

anthologies began with The Irresponsible Traveller , featuring Tim Cahill, Michael 

Palin and Ben Fogle, followed by To Oldly Go: Tales of Intrepid Travel by the Over -

60s featuring Colin Thubron and Dervla Murphy  (also published in Korea). 

     



 

 

GOING IT ALONE  
Genevieve Roberts 

 

I had lots of childhood dreams. Becoming a single parent definitely didnôt feature 

among them. But as I reached 37, single, I discovered I had extremely low fertility . 

The choices were clear: either I wait to meet a partner ï because love is really 

important to me and I donôt doubt that the ideal way for a child to grow up is with 

two loving parents ï or I go ahead on my own. 

If life were a film, a convenient male best friend would have emerged at this point 

with an offer of sperm and support. In reality, Genevieve looked into sperm donation 

and artificial insemination.  This is her story of taking the decision to have a child on 

her own, and becoming pregnant thanks to a sperm donor. This is one of the final 

taboos of womanhood and is a subject that we need to talk about. 

More broadly, this book will take a hard look at our culture . Women do ultimately 

have more freedom than ever: we have the option of becoming single parents, and it 

will look at the stigma attached to this in past decades. But a sense of appearance is 

still considered important  today. To some people an unfulfilling relationship 

(perhaps with affairs on the sides) feels comfortable because itôs conventional. It will  

examine the fetishisation of parenthood . 

This will  be an empowering book for anyone who wants to take control of their own 

life . Talking to other people ï couples, too ï who have used sperm donors to reach 

their dreams of having children, it will celebrate following what makes you feel 

happy, rather than creating a life that looks a certain way. I t will  be a book of hope.  

Genevieve Roberts  works for  i newspaper on staff as a news editor, regularly 

writin g features ï including about h aving a baby with a sperm donor.  



 

 

THE OSHUN DIARIES : 
On the Trail of the African Love Goddess  

Diane Esguerra 
 

Beyonce inspired both admiration and outrage when she appeared as the goddess 

Oshun at the 2017 Grammy Awards, but many were also left wondering  who Oshun 

was, and why the megastar had chosen to channel her. I have a pretty good idea: 

Oshun and I have been on a journey together for yearsé 

When Diane first heard of the existence of a white priestess in Nigeria, who, in the 

words of Nobel Prize Laureate, Wole Soyinka, arrived from Europe and prompt ly 

ówent nativeô, her curiosity was aroused. She tracked her down to the Sacred Groves, 

the abode of Oshun, and befriended the woman who had brought about a revival of 

the 7,000-year-old religion of Ifa  in the land of its birth.  She learned the goddess was 

a fierce protector of women, and worshipped around the world by diasporic 

descendants of Yoruba tribespeople trafficked during the slave trade. The High 

Priestess informed Diane that she had been touched by Oshun. 

Years later, she is invited to Florida to meet Ifa worshippers at the Sacred Orisha 

Gardens and negotiates her way around vultures, snakes, goatsô heads, machetes, a 

hurricane and a cigar-smoking African god to explore the mysterious labyrinth  of Ifa 

and the global popularity of the seductive goddess of female empowerment, Oshun. 

Diane Esguerra  is the author of JUNKIE BUDDHA: a journey (Eye Books, 2015), 
featured in The Independent and Daily Mail Femail .  

 
'a raw and searingly honest account of love and loss, anger and grief... yet at the same 

time the prose is as colourful, finely woven and robust as a Peruvian rug' - David 
Hare, life coach 

 
'I could not put it down... the most extraordinary book' - Jeni Barnet, BBC Radio 

Sussex and Surrey 
 

'an inspiring and uplifting book about finding infinite value in the most intense and 
painful experience of profound loss' - Sandie Shaw 

 

    



 

 

FRANCE IN A GLASS  
Carolyn Boyd 

 

Lillet: This wine-based aperitif, with infusions of orange and spices, may have 

been born among the vines south of Bordeaux, but its story is global ï with 

everyone from Wallace Simpson to James Bond being known to sip its sweet and 

aromatic nectaré 

Much is written about French wine and the sipping, swishing and spitting that goes 

wit h it ï but peer into the Gallic cocktail cabinet and youôll find a host of drinks that 

can tell you the story of France.  

While some will reveal the character of a region, others will tell a family saga or a 

capture a moment in history. Carolyn Boyd shows how Franceôs aperitifs, spirits, 

liqueurs and eaux de vie are woven into the fabric of the country and how each region 

prides itself on its particular tipple. She will show you where to hunt down them 

down and see them being made, where best to drink them and how to serve them at 

home. Each chapter will give you the taste of real France.  

This charming book will take a close look at 20 different drinks from the much loved 

kir, calvados and cognac to the more obscure vin de noix, byrrh and menthe pastille. 

Charming,  colourful descriptions will bring to life the  flavours, places and history.   

Carolyn Boyd is a freelance writer and author of Lonely Planet food book From the 

Source: France, to be published in August 2017, for which she travelled extensively 

around France interviewing chefs and cooks about their regionôs food culture and 

dishes, translating their favourite recipes. As a regular contributor to The Times, she 

has written for The Guardian , The Independent, National Trust Magazine, Square 

Meal and BBC Earth, Metro and House & Garden. Prior to going freelance in May 

2016, she was Editor of France Magazine, Britain and North Americaôs best-selling 

magazine about France, for nearly ten years.  

              




