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Deny the night  

Johannes, a 25-year-old man leading a quiet and small life in Helsinki, meets up with 
his friend, Antti, after a long time. Antti’s sister Aalo, the love of Johannes’s adoles-
cence, has committed suicide five years ago but Johannes is unable to forget her. In 

the meeting, Antti announces that he is going to kill Sandvall, the owner of a pharmaceuti-
cal factory and the man who plunged Aalo to her death, and he asks for Johannes’s help. 

Johannes doesn’t know how to react to Antti’s senseless plan.
Before Johannes knows it, he is forcibly dragged in on 

the plotting. Sandvall is killed in obscure circumstances and 
Johannes is told that he is the murderer. Events seem to be 
manoeuvered by the incoherently behaving Antti and the 
Sandman of nightmares, a monster who steals people’s eyes, 
as well as Sandvall’s strange, doll-like wife, with whom Jo-
hannes embarks on an intimate relationship. The true nature 
of the surreal events is revealed to Johannes only when every-
thing is over – and Aalo’s secret fate is discovered. 

Deny the Night is a novel with an atmosphere that is 
horror-romantic, suspenseful and even scary at times, yet the 
book remains within the boundaries of realism and reaches 

for the noir-tone of the detective tradition. It is set in the streets of Helsinki, which are por-
trayed as either dark and threatening or bright and beautiful, depending on the occasion.  

The story contains femme fatales, lurking madness, phantoms and illusions, hopeless 
love, reflection on the limits of humanity and the human body, threats of death and violence 
as well as oblivion and revelations of things that were once forgotten. Deny the Night was 
inspired by ETA Hoffman’s (1776-1822) famous novel, The Sandman.

Publisher: Paasilinna

Published: January 2015

Pages: 239

Tiina RaevaaRa
(born 1979) is an acclaimed author who has written short stories, novels and a non-fiction 

book. Raevaara holds a PhD in genetics and has written scientific articles for several esteemed 

newspapers and magazines. She is active in societal discussions and gladly debates her science-

based world perspective against belief-based views. Raevaara’s blended family includes her 

husband and five children, as well as their large black dog. P
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The GraffiTi TriloGy
Book 1: The Girl and The BomB

During the night, a small Finnish town changes into the kingdom 
of graffiti artists. One of them is a 19-year-old girl called Metro. 
Her worst enemies are CCTV cameras and security guards whom 

she calls Rats. During one paint job at the railway yard, everything changes. 
Metro and her boyfriend Rust are surrounded by guards. From the roof, they 
drop Rust to his death. Bitter Metro decides to revenge her lover’s death.

Published: April 2014

Publisher: Crime Time

Pages: 263

Book 2: The Girl and The raT

After running away from the law, Metro lives in a Berlin house about 
to be demolished. One morning, as Metro is returning from a graf-
fiti hit, she is met with a pile of bodies, among which is Metro’s close 

friend. From the attic of the squat, an entire wall with a piece by the world-
renowned graffiti artist Banksy is missing. When the piece reappears on an in-
ternet auction website, Metro decides to look into it. The chase brings Metro 

back to Finland, the country that she believed she had left behind for good. In her home town 
she is forced to face the guard, who killed her lover, as well as her old friends who betrayed her. 

Published: June 2015

Publisher: Tammi (Bonnier)

Pages: 280

jARI jÄRVELÄ
Jari Järvelä (born 1966) originally became a teacher but has worked as a full time author for 

almost 20 years now. Järvelä has written 14 novels, three plays, eight radio plays and two librettos 

for the opera. Two of Järvelä’s novels have been nominated for the Finlandia Prize. He received the 

Finnish State Prize for Literature in 2007 for his novel trilogy The Weight of Water, Little Heaven 

and The National Landscape. P
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Selja Ahava (born in 1974) graduated with a degree in scriptwriting from the Theatre 

Academy of Helsinki in 2001. She has written film scripts, a TV series and a radio play. 

She has also written works that combine text, space and performance. Selja received a 

grant from the Laila Hirvisaari Foundation for her debut novel, The Day the Whale Swam 

Through London. Selja has lived in London for five years, having since settled in Porvoo, 

where she spends her time renovating an old wooden house and raising her children.

things that fall from the sky 

There is a girl whose mother is crushed by a block of ice that falls from the sky. 
There is a woman who wins the lottery jackpot twice. There is a man who is hit 
by lightning four times. All of them are looking for an explanation for their life. 

“In a film, memories are shown in black and white, 
and a dead person is left standing by the road. Then the 
car drives away and from the rear window, the passengers 
watch as the person gets smaller and smaller, and finally 
disappears completely. That is how you die in a film.”

In Sawdust House, this is not how things are done. Ice 
falls from the sky onto mother and Saara never sees her 
again. Saara lies in bed and tries not to hear father’s wail-
ing, but it echoes from the log burner. The small, black log 
burner howls so hard that the flue is about to burst. What 
a woeful little log burner, Saara thinks. She pinches her 
father’s toes so that he would feel something. 

Wool helps, says auntie Annu and dresses Saara and her father in pullovers and 
woolly socks, and tucks them in under sheepskin and blankets. Auntie believe that the 
sadder the person, the warmer they must be kept. When auntie Annu wins the lottery 
jackpot for the second time in a row, she falls asleep and sleeps for three weeks in the 
manor house’s tower. 

Seija Ahava’s enchanting novel combines realism and magic, fairytales and strange 
facts about objects falling from the sky. The end result is a touching and magical weave 
made out of things without words. 

Publisher: Gummerus

Published: march 2015

Pages: 223



Marko Leino
Marko Leino is the “Gold Finger” of the Finnish film industry. The biggest Finnish box office 

hits of recent years were based on his scripts. Leino also writes damn good crime novels. His 

trilogy consisting of Suspicion, Trap and Filth has received fantastic reviews and the rights of 

Trap are sold to several countries.

The Unborn    

A writer sits by the bedside of his wife, who has fallen into a coma following a car 
accident. The aim is to keep Ellen alive until the foetus inside of her is developed 
enough for the child to have some sort of chance of surviving. While awaiting for 

the simultaneous death and birth, the man starts to 
write to his unborn daughter about the life he and 
his wife shared. Soon afterwards, writing becomes 
an escape from the hopeless reality. 

The man’s memories soon blend in with his 
own childhood and the characters of his unfin-
ished, unborn novels. The frozen time of the hospi-
tal infiltrates his stories, which begin to overlap and 
effect one another. Simultaneously, little by little, 
the man’s own past is revealed – although it is dif-
ficult to distinguish what really happened and what 
only happened in the writer’s imagination. 

What was born when something died.
Marko Leino’s eight novel, The Unborn, is a 

beautiful and bare novel about the fear of death and 
loss. Leino skilfully relates three overlapping stories 
that all attempt to answer the protagonist’s pressing 

question: What are time and personal history if one constantly lives in a moment, when 
nothing has yet been born? 

Publisher: Teos

Published: February 2015

Pages: 272
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Anni KytömäKi
(b. 1980) was trained as a nature surveyor. She has worked in non-government 

organisations and as a musician. She likes to take walks on the ridges, swamps and moss 

forests of old Häme, where she was born, to listen to the wind and to seek trails to stories 

that just might have been true. Goldheart is Kytömäki’s debut novel.

GOLDHEART   

G oldheart is a story about a man who lies down on a rock, intending to freeze to death. It 
is about a woman who writes to change the world, about a girl who grows up with more 
courage than her father. It is about a boy who finds a swan’s nest and catches the scent of 

the bear’s passing, conquers his own fear and meet the wild, free heart of the forest.
It is Spring 1917. Erik Stenfors, child of a wealthy forest owner from Helsinki, meets Lidia, a 

working class girl who has moved to the city from a cabin in the woods. Their relationship does 
not grow, and Erik starts to look for a new direction in life. While 
others join the Red Guards or the Civil Guards, the politically neutral 
Erik heads to the Northern wilderness and takes up the position of 
a forest warden. Spending the winter in complete isolation surprises 
the trained nature scholar. Even bigger surprises lie in store, as in the 
spring Erik returns to Helsinki. Finland has become independent and 
Lidia is now an outlaw.

Anni Kytömäki uses small, precise brush strokes to paint an epic 
story made glorious by the writer’s deep knowledge of nature and 
folklore. This debuting novelist uses controlled,  light prose. This 
restful novel, timeless in its humanity, consists of artfully constructed 
scenes and twists created by the unexpected and whimsical nature of 

life itself.
Goldheart was shortlisted for the Helsingin Sanomat Literature Prize for the best debut novel 

of the year 2014.

“Goldheart, weighing in at 644 pages, provides the reader with a stunningly beautiful story. This 
debut novel is well structured. There is nothing extra, even the smallest things and scenes are well 
thought out. Anni Kytömäki’s prose is exceptionally beautiful.” (YLE)

Publisher: Gummerus

Published: 2014

Pages: 644
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Pauliina Rauhala (born 1977) has an MA from Oulu University and works as a Finnish 

teacher. She lives in the northern city of Oulu with her husband and three sons. Rauhala’s 

debut novel Heavensong captivated the Finnish reading public and was the most read 

and talked about book of 2013. Heavensong has sold over 40,000 copies and holds the 

distinction of being the publisher’s best-selling debut novel. The novel was awarded the 

Christian Book Prize and the Kaarle Prize. It was also chosen by literature bloggers as the 

best book of Finnish fiction of 2013.

Heavensong

A religious revivalist movement is the framework for this skilfully written first 
 novel. A young couple, Vilja and Aleksi, dream of a brood of children. Nine 
years and four children later Vilja feels that all joy and strength has drained 

away from her life. Living the reality of their religion’s ban on 
family planning, the couple is hit hard by the fact that Vilja is 
expecting twins. This is too much for her; she feels crushed 
by anxiety and fatigue. The ethical ground of parenthood, the 
good and bad sides of a religious community as well as the 
myths and expectations surrounding motherhood are Rauhala’s 
main themes. This impressive tale also contains a love story; 
Aleksi is a credible and sympathetic husband who first and 
foremost wants to believe in his wife and his family. A magical 
novel about getting lost in one’s own mind. 

© Books from Finland

“Heavensong is the freshest, most beautiful and most touching love story I have read in 
years.”  Kotivinkki

“Heavensong is an important opening about women’s rights and a tear-inducing,  moving 
description of family.” Me Naiset

Publisher: Gummerus

Published: August 2013

Pages: 281



rooPe lIPastI
Roope Lipasti (born 1970) is a novelist living in Lieto, Finland. He has produced several pieces of 

writing: children’s novels, adult novels and a libretto for the Plumbing Renovation Opera. Lipasti’s 

novel, The Neighbour, was nominated for the debut novel prize of the Helsingin Sanomat newspaper. 

Lipasti’s humouristic and warm voice has won praise from both critics and readers.

the Probate

In Roope Lipasti’s novel, The Probate, the problems of people are turned into humour. The 
novel tells a tale of two brothers who embark on a road trip to the other side of Finland in 
order to participate in their dead relative Jalmari’s probate process. Jalmari, who died at the 

age of 94, is travelling with them in a funeral urn.
The narrator of the story is the older brother, insurance 

mathematician Teemu. The brothers are in high spirits for there 
is a lot of money to be inherited. To celebrate becoming nou-
veau riche, they start splurging on drinks and amusements dur-
ing their drive. However, problems cannot be avoided, as the 
brothers have, throughout their lives, competed with each other 
on issues ranging from their mother’s attention to women’s af-
fections. This time, their relations are chafed by the younger 
brother Janne’s ex-wife, Elli, whom Teemu has secretly been 
entertaining. Teemu perceives Janne as a proper rascal, but dur-
ing the trip, the reader discovers that the matter can be seen 
differently as well. 

During the road trip, the reader gets to know Jalmari’s story, 
which is not only a cross-section of the history of Finland but also a humouristic description of 
old age and the current flow of Finland.

”Humour triumphs.” Helsingin Sanomat

Publisher: atena

Published: august 2013

Pages: 288

lipasti’s novel The Neighbour 
was a nominee for the debut 
novel prize of the Helsingin 

Sanomat newspaper.
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Translation rights are represented by:

Tiina Kristoffersson
tiina@stilton.fi
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