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Picture Books 
 

THE BOOK ITCH:  Freedom, Truth & Harlem’s Greatest Bookstore by Vaunda Micheaux 

Nelson, illustrations by R. Gregory Christie 

Ages 7-10 

32 pages 

Told from the perspective of Lewes Michaux’s son, Lewis Jr., this picture book tells the amazing 

story of the National Memorial African Bookstore, founded in Harlem by Lewis Michaux. 

Readers will be captivated by the history of this important bookstore that fostered new ideas and 

helped people stand up for what they believed in. The book complements Vaunda Micheaux 

Nelson's Coretta Scott King and Boston Globe—Horn Book award-winning novel No Crystal 

Stair, bringing the story of Lewis Michaux and his landmark bookstore to a younger audience. 

 

●Vaunda Micheaux Nelson is the author of three Coretta Scott King Award-winning books: No 

Crystal Stair, Bad News for Outlaws, and Almost to Freedom. She is a youth services librarian in 

New Mexico.     ●R. Gregory Christie’s illustrations have earned him three Coretta Scott King 

Honors and two spots on the New York Times' annual Best Illustrated Children's Books lists. 

He lives in Georgia. 

 

British / Translation / Audio / Film & TV Rights Text:  Adams Literary 

British / Translation / Audio / Film & TV Rights Art:  Lerner Publishing Group 

 

 

THE CHRISTMAS COAL MAN by Joe Kulka 

Ages 5-9 

32 pages 

This delightful holiday picture book introduces readers to the man who brings Santa Claus coal for 

naughty boys and girls. The Coal Man, his pet mule, and his pet canary dream of visiting a tropical 

island. When Santa decides to phase out coal, the Coal Man worries that he’ll never get his wish—

until an unexpected twist helps the Coal Man’s dream come true. A charming, unusual holiday 

story with vivid illustrations and plenty of heart. 

 

●Joe Kulka has written and illustrated My Crocodile Does Not Bite, Vacation's Over! Return of 

the Dinosaurs, and the award-winning book Wolf's Coming!. Joe lives in Quakertown, 

Pennsylvania. 

 

British / Translation / Audio / Film & TV Rights:  Lerner Publishing Group 

 

 

DINO-SWIMMING by Lisa Wheeler, illustrations by Barry Gott 

Ages 5-9 

32 pages 

The athletic dinos are at it again in this latest addition to the Dino-Sports books! This time the 

Land Sharks take on the Algae Eaters in a dino-swimming showdown. The teams battle it out in 

the butterfly, backstroke, diving, and more. But who will win the swim meet? Let's hope these 

dinos remembered their goggles―this swim meet is bound to make a splash! 

 

●Lisa Wheeler is the award-winning author of the Dino-Sports books. When she isn't running 

around the country visiting schools, standing at podiums, and eating airport snacks, she resides in 

Michigan.     ●Barry Gott lives in Ohio and has illustrated many children's books, including all of 

the Dino-Sports books and What DO Teachers Do (After YOU Leave School)? 

 

British / Translation / Audio Rights Text:  Lerner Publishing Group 

Film & TV Rights Text:  Writers House 

British / Translation / Audio / Film & TV Rights Art:  Lerner Publishing Group 
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FEEDING THE FLYING FANELLIS by Kate Hosford, illustrations by Cosei Kawa 

Ages 6-9 

32 pages 

What do you feed a trapeze family to keep them up in the air? A fire eater with a penchant for hot 

sauce? Or a lion with a gourmet palate? And how do you satisfy a sweet-toothed human 

cannonball who's outgrowing his cannon? Find out what keeps these performers juggling, 

balancing, and entertaining―meals prepared by their tireless chef! This collection of poems from 

a jolly cook offers clever rhymes and bright illustrations that bring each quirky performer to life.   

 

●Kate Hosford is the author of several picture books, including Infinity and Me, which won the 

New York Times Best Illustrated Children's Book award and was named an ALA Notable 

Children's Book. She lives in Brooklyn.     ●Cosei Kawa was awarded the Macmillan Prize for 

Children's Books in 2007.  He lives in Kyoto, Japan. 

 

British / Translation  Rights Text:  Lerner Publishing Group 

Audio / Film & TV Rights Text:  Adams Literary 

British / Translation / Audio / Film & TV Rights Art:  Lerner Publishing Group 

 

 

HOWARD B. WIGGLEBOTTOM LISTENS TO A FRIEND:  A Fable About Loss and 

Healing by Howard Binkow and Reverend Ana, illustrations by David A. Cutting 

Ages 4-8 

32 pages 

The 15th book in the award-winning Howard B. Wigglebottom series teaches young children what 

to expect and how to help out when friends and loved ones experience loss. Tips and lessons are 

included in this educator-approved and counselor-approved picture book. 

 

●Howard Binkow and Reverend Ana live in Florida and are the authors of the Howard B. 

Wigglebottom series.    ●David A. Cutting is from New York City. He is a full-time illustrator. 

 

British / Translation Rights:  Lerner Publishing Group 

Audio / Film & TV Rights:  The We Do Listen Foundation 
 

 

THE NUTCRACKER COMES TO AMERICA:  How Three Ballet-Loving Brothers Created 

a Holiday Tradition by Chris Barton, illustrations by Cathy Gendron 

Ages 7-11 

36 pages 

Every December, The Nutcracker comes to life in theaters all across the United States. But how 

did this 19th-century Russian ballet become such a big part of the holidays in 21st-century 

America? Follow the story of the three ballet-loving Christensen brothers from Utah, who staged 

America's first full-length production of The Nutcracker in the 1940s. This festive picture book is 

sure to delight ballet enthusiasts and history buffs alike. 

 

●Chris Barton, author of bestseller Shark vs. Train and nonfiction books The Amazing Age of John 

Roy Lynch and The Day-Glo Brothers, lives in Austin, Texas, with his wife, novelist Jennifer 

Ziegler, and their family.     ●Cathy Gendron has been an illustrator for more than twenty years. 

She is also a teacher at the College for Creative Studies in Detroit. She lives and works in Ann 

Arbor, Michigan. 

 

British / Translation Rights Text:  Lerner Publishing Group 

Audio / Film & TV Rights Text:  Erin Murphy Literary Agency 

British / Translation  / Audio / Film & TV Rights Art: Lerner Publishing Group 
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A SPECTACULAR SELECTION OF SEA CREATURES:  Concrete Poems by Betsy 

Franco, illustrations by Michael Wertz 

Ages 7-11 

32 pages 

What might you see if you swam in the sea? Dive on in to encounter everything from dolphins and 

octopuses to sea turtles and squirrel fish. This clever book features concrete poems about a 

spectacular selection of sea critters. The award-winning duo behind A Curious Collection of Cats 

and A Dazzling Display of Dogs created this collection of twenty-nine visual poems. Ocean 

observers and animal aficionados are sure to find these selections sensational! 

 

●Betsy Franco is the author of many books, including Zero Is the Leaves on the Tree and A 

Dazzling Display of Dogs. She lives in northern California.    ●Michael Wertz is a commercial 

artist who creates images for books, products, ads, CDs, and movie trailers. He lives in Oakland, 

California, and teaches at the California College of the Arts in the illustration department. 

 

British / Translation  Audio Rights Text:  Lerner Publishing Group 

Film & TV Rights Text:  Gelfand, Rennart & Feldman 

British / Translation / Audio Rights Art:  Lerner Publishing Group 

Film & TV Rights Art: Red Fox Literary 

 

 

SheHeWe:  A Three Story Book by Lee Nordling, illustrations by Meritxell Bosch 

Ages 5-9 

32 pages 

Alex hosts a tea party and makes new friends. Drew soars through the sky, searching for 

adventure. Two kids play in a park, imagining they're somewhere else. In one afternoon, the 

worlds of imagination and reality collide. In this clever wordless comic, Lee Nordling's simple 

storytelling engages young readers and provides a gateway into understanding multiple 

perspectives and points of view. 

 

●Lee Nordling is an award-winning writer who has worked at Disney Publishing, DC Comics, and 

Nickelodeon Magazine. His book, The Bramble, won the 2013 Moonbeam Gold Medal for 

Picture Books. He lives in Pennsylvania.    ● Meritxell Bosch is a graphic novel artist and writer, 

character designer, and teacher living in Barcelona, Spain.  

 

British / Translation / Audio Rights:  Lerner Publishing Group 

Dramatic Rights:  Lee Nordling & The Pack 

 

 

STICKIEST, FLUFFIEST, CRUNCHIEST:    Super Superlatives by Jane Brocket 

Ages 4-8 

32 pages 

Is frosting the fluffiest food? Are pineapples the prickliest? Fun words meet tasty treats in this 

book of superlatives. Combining simple text with gorgeous photos, the latest addition to the Jane 

Brocket's Clever Concepts series presents superlatives, all related to foods. Readers will be 

inspired to come up with superlative foods of their very own. 

 

●Jane Brocket is the author of seven other Clever Concepts titles.  She enjoys knitting, quilting, 

sewing, baking, growing flowers, and taking photographs of the things she makes as well as 

details of the world around her. 

 

British / Film & TV Rights:  Graham Maw Christie 

Translation / Audio Rights:  Lerner Publishing Group 
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THEY’RE THERE ON THEIR VACATION by Brian P. Cleary, illustrations by Jim Paillot 

Ages 7-11 

32 pages 

Meet the Tuckabees. They're going on vacation. They choose the wackiest destinations for their 

family trips, and they have tons of fun when they get there. Come along for the ride—and learn to 

tell apart they're, their, and there. Readers will figure out how to keep these homophones straight 

as they join the Tuckabees on their adventures. 

 

●Brian P. Cleary is the author of the best-selling Words Are CATegorical® series, as well as the 

Math Is CATegorical® series, among many other titles.  He lives in Cleveland, OH.    ●Jim Paillot 

is a dad, husband, and illustrator. He lives in Arizona with his family and two dogs and any other 

animal that wants to come in out of the hot sun. 

 

British / Translation / Audio / Film &TV Rights:  Lerner Publishing Group 
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                         Middle Grade Fiction 

 

Animal Rescues #1:  BLAZING COURAGE by Kelly Milner Halls 

Ages 9-14 

Page count to come 

Who doesn’t love a good horse story? 

Since getting a job at Top Tier stables, Annie has had her mind set on just one thing: earning 

enough money to buy a horse of her own. When she reaches her savings goal, she bids on a horse 

at an auction and buys Poco, a buckskin mare that Annie couldn't love more.  But she has plenty of 

challenges teaching the skittish Poco to trust her while working hard at the stable to pay for his 

room and board.  Then, tragedy strikes when someone sets fire to the stable in an act of sabotage.  

Annie must summon all of her courage to save the horses in an act of heroism she didn't know she 

was capable of doing.  This short, fast-paced story is inspired by the true story of fifteen-year-old 

Madison Wallraf who saved twenty-five horses from a burning barn in McHenry, IL back in 2012. 

 

●Kelly Milner Halls is a full-time children's writer, specializing in quirky topics for reluctant 

readers. She lives in Washington. 

 

British / Translation / Audio / Film & TV Rights:  Lerner Publishing Group 

 

 

Good Crooks Book Three:  SNIFF A SKUNK by Mary Amato, black & white illustrations by 

Ward Jenkins 

Ages 7-9 

128 pages 

Spring 2015 publication (formerly an Egmont US title) 

Mary Amato returns to the age category of her popular Riot Brothers chapter book series with this 

new venture. SNIFF A SKUNK! brings back our favorite pair of do-gooder crooks in a hilarious 

adventure about an odiferous encounter with a skunk.  A funny, silly series perfect for fans of Dav 

Pilkey, Tony Abbott, and Nancy Krulik.  

 

●Mary Amato is an award-winning children’s book author, poet, playwright, and songwriter.  She 

lives in Maryland. 

 

British Rights:  Lerner Publishing Group 

Translation / Audio / Film & TV Rights Text:  Nancy Gallt 

Translation Rights Art:  Lerner Publishing Group 

 

 

HISSY FITZ by Patrick Jennings, black & white illustrations by Michael Allen Austin 

Ages 7-9 

112 pages 

Spring 2015 publication (formerly an Egmont US title) 

Popular middle-grade writer, Patrick Jennings, moves to chapter books with this humorous tale 

about a cat that makes Grumpy Cat seem cheerful. Perfect for fans of Geronimo Stilton and Dog 

Diaries. 

 

●Patrick Jennings is the author of the middle grade series, Guinea Dog, and My Homework Ate My 

Homework, among many other titles.  He lives in Washington State. 

 

British Rights:  Lerner Publishing Group 

Translation / Audio / Film & TV Rights Text:  Stimola Literary Studio 

Translation Rights Art:  Lerner Publishing Group 
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Mallory #24:  CHANGE IS IN THE AIR, MALLORY by Laurie Friedman, black & white 

illustrations by Jennifer Kalis 

Ages 7-11 

160 pages 

Mallory's summer isn't starting out well—everything in her life is changing! Her best friends, who 

live next door, are moving and her other close friend will be gone for the whole summer. On top 

of all this, her cat, Cheeseburger, gets sick! Things seems like they will never get better. But 

thanks to a job helping with a neighbor's flower garden and a summer art class, Mallory starts to 

see the positive side of trying new things, even without her best friends. 

 

● Laurie Freidman is the author of many award-winning books for children including her newest 

series, The Mostly Miserable Life of April Sinclair.  She lives in Miami, Florida.    ●Jennifer Kalis 

is the illustrator of several Mallory books including Mallory’s Super Sleepover, Mallory in the 

Spotlight, and Mallory Goes Green! She lives in Ohio. 
 

British / Translation Rights:  Lerner Publishing Group 

Audio / Film & TV Rights:  The Gersh Agency 

 

 

The Mostly Miserable Life of April Sinclair #5:  NOT WHAT I EXPECTED by Laurie 

Friedman 

Ages 10-15 

176 pages 

April Sinclair has always looked forward to high school. But with a jealous BFF, fighting parents, 

and self-doubt about romance, ninth grade may be more than April bargained for. 

A humorous, irreverent look at the perils of ninth grade. 

 

British / Translation / Audio Rights:  Lerner Publishing Group 

Film & TV Rights: The Gersh Agency 
 

 

My Brother is a Robot six-book series by Amanda Ronan, illustrations by Sara Radka 

Ages 8-15 

64 pages each 

When Shawn Cole’s mother, an engineer, brings home a robot named Cyrus—who looks just like 

Shawn, the family gets ready for a slew of new adventures. Cyrus is living with the Coles in order 

to gain a better understanding of humans and their emotions. Shawn thinks having a robot around 

might be pretty cool. As the boys make plans, carry out schemes, and argue over silly things, they 

both learn what it means to be a brother. 

#1:  THE EXPERIMENT   #4:  THE FIGHT 

#2:  THE MASTER PLAN  #5:  THE DISCOVERY 

#3:  THE SWITCH   #6:  THE DECISION 

 

●Amanda Ronan grew up in Maine. Today, she finds herself at home in Austin, Texas, with her 

husband and two dogs. Amanda used to be a classroom teacher, but now she is a full-time writer.     

●Sara Radka has loved drawing for as long as she can remember. She works as a graphic artist in 

Washington, and takes delight in creating art from anything she can get her hands on. 

 

British / Translation / Audio / Film & TV Rights:  Scobre Educational c/o The Lerner 

Publishing Group 
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Young Adult Fiction 

 
A 52-HERTZ WHALE by Bill Sommer and Natalie Haney Tilghman 

Ages 13 and up 

200 pages 

Fourteen-year-old James is worried that the young humpback whale he tracks online has separated 

from its pod, so he emails Darren, the twenty-something would-be filmmaker who once 

volunteered in James's special education program. Of course, Darren is useless on the subject of 

whales, but he's got nothing but time, given that the only girl he could ever love dumped him. Told 

through a series of email exchanges, this quirky, heartbreaking, and ultimately illuminating debut 

explores the rich tapestry of human loneliness and the things that bind even the most unlikely of 

people together. 

 

●Bill Sommer holds an MFA in Creative Writing from the Rainier Writers Workshop and a 

bachelor's in jazz performance from the University of Miami. Born and raised in St. Louis, he now 

lives in Atlanta. 

 

British / Translation / Audio Rights:  Lerner Publishing Group 

Film & TV Rights:  Harvey Klinger Inc. 

 

 

THE ANATOMY OF CURIOSITY by Brenna Yovanoff , Tessa Gratton and Maggie 

Stiefvater 

Ages 13 and up 

296 pages 

This exciting collaboration contains three never-before-published novellas by bestselling YA 

authors Maggie Stiefvater, Tessa Gratton, and Brenna Yovanoff. Haunting, heartbreaking, and 

uniquely charming, this collection includes extensive commentary on the authors’ processes of 

critique and collaboration. The follow-up to the acclaimed collection The Curiosities: A Collection 

of Stories. 

 

●Brenna Yovanoff is the New York Times bestselling author of four young adult novels. She 

holds an MFA in Fiction from Colorado State University. She currently lives in Denver with her 

husband.     ●Tessa Gratton is the acclaimed author of four young adult novels. She currently lives 

in Kansas with her partner, two cats, and her mutant mutt named Grendel.    ● Maggie Stiefvater is 

the New York Times bestselling author of more than ten books for young readers. She lives in 

Virginia with her husband and their two children. 

 

British Rights:  Lerner Publishing Group 

Translation / Audio / Film &TV Rights Yovanoff:  Greenhouse Literary 

Translation / Audio / Film & TV Rights Gratton and Stiefvater:  Andrea Brown 
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BURN OUT by Kristi Helvig 

Ages 12 and up 

272 pages 

April 2014 publication (formerly an Egmont US title) 

Most people want to save the world; seventeen-year-old Tora Reynolds just wants to get the hell 

off of it. One of the last survivors in Earth's final years, Tora yearns to escape the wasteland her 

planet has become after the sun turns "red giant," but discovers her fellow survivors are even 

deadlier than the hostile environment.  Helvig’s debut novel is a thrilling story of survival, 

intrigue, and adventure. 
 

"A scorching series opener not to be missed." -- Kirkus  
 

● Kristi Helvig is a Ph.D. clinical psychologist turned sci-fi/fantasy author. You can find her 

musing about Star Trek, space monkeys, and other assorted topics at www.kristihelvig.com. She 

lives in Colorado with her family. 

 

British / Translation Rights:  Lerner Publishing Group 

Audio / Film & TV Rights:  Jean V. Naggar 
 

 

Burn Out Book 2:  STRANGE SKIES by Kristi Helvig 

Ages 12 and up 

272 pages 

Spring 2015 publication (formerly an Egmont US title) 

Action, adventure, and romance are heating up in this sequel to the futuristic science fiction 

thriller Burn Out. Caelia is the new Earth. That's what The Consulate has told everyone and, 

against all odds, Tora has finally made it there…but as a prisoner of The Consulate.  As she 

attempts her escape, she runs into the last person she ever expected to see—her dad. The 

Consulate has held him prisoner in a complicated plot designed to lure Tora out of hiding. Now 

her mission is to break free, save her father and destroy the weapons he developed before The 

Consulate can get the chance to seize them.  Perfect for fans of Across the Universe and The 

Memory of After.   

 

British / Translation Rights:  Lerner Publishing Group 

Audio / Film & TV Rights:  Jean V. Naggar 

  

 

SEE NO COLOR by Shannon Gibney 

Ages 12 and up 

Page count to come 
Being a biracial girl adopted by a white family didn't use to bother Alex. All that mattered was 

being her father's baseball star―until that status started to slip. Now she's questioning her identity. 

Can she really play pro baseball just like her father? Does she truly fit in with her white family? 

Who were her biological parents? What does it mean to be black? If she's going to find answers, 

Alex has to come to terms with her adoption, her race, and the dreams she thought would always 

guide her. Gibney paints a raw and authentic story of self-discovery and racial identity that draws 

on her own personal experiences.  

 

●Shannon Gibney is a professor of English and African diaspora studies at Minneapolis 

Community and Technical College. She lives in Minneapolis with her husband and son.  See No 

Color is her second novel. 

 

British / Translation / Audio / Film & TV Rights:  Lerner Publishing Group 
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THE WAY BACK FROM BROKEN by Amber J. Keyser 

Ages 11 and up 

216 pages 

In her debut novel, Amber Keyser crafts a story that blends the adventure of a survival tale with 

the heart-wrenching difficulties of a family caught in the throes of grief. After Rakmen's baby 

sister dies, his parents convince themselves it's a good idea for him to go on a wilderness trip with 

another grieving family. Eight weeks of canoeing is not what Rakmen had in mind for his 

summer. But the unforgiving Canadian backcountry may give Rakmen a chance to find the way 

back from broken…if he's brave enough to grab it. A deeply moving and brutally honest story of 

adversity and hope. 

 

●Amber J. Keyser writes both fiction and nonfiction for tweens and teens. She lives on a farm in 

Portland, Oregon with her husband, two children, and a flock of charismatic chickens. 

 

British / Translation / Audio Rights:  Lerner Publishing Group 

Audio / Film & TV Rights:  Transatlantic Literary Agency 
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                      Nonfiction 
 

BOW-TIE PASTA:  Acrostic Poems by Brian P. Cleary, illustrations by Andy Rowland 

Ages 7-11 

32 pages 

Acrostic? What kind of stick is that? Actually, it's a poem! Acrostic poems are created from a 

word or phrase written vertically down the page. Each letter becomes part of a line in the poem, 

revealing a thought or a clue about the poem's topic. In this addition to the Poetry Adventures 

series, award-winning author Brian P. Cleary shows how even the wackiest words can make an 

acrostic poem. Bow-Tie Pasta is packed with acrostics to make you snicker and snort.  

 

●Brian P. Cleary is the author of the best-selling Words Are CATegorical® series, as well as the 

Math Is CATegorical® series, among many other titles.  He lives in Cleveland, OH.    ●While 

studying for a degree in Manchester, artist Andy Rowland accepted his first drawing award, the 

MacMillan Children’s Book Prize. Years later, he has published over 20 books for children.  He 

lives in the north of England.   

 

British / Translation / Electronic / Audio / Film & TV Rights:  Lerner Publishing Group 

 

 

BIOLUMINESCENCE:  Nature and Science at Work by Marc Zimmer 

Ages 12 and up 

72 pages 

This stunning look at bioluminescence reveals the variety of animals that glow in the dark. The 

book explains the phenomenon and explores the fascinating uses to which modern science is 

putting the proteins associated with bioluminescence, everything from fighting HIV/AIDS and 

cancer to learning more about how the brain works and studying water pollution. Discover the 

material of scientific research that is winning Nobel Prizes in chemistry and physics in the 

twenty-first century. 

 

●Marc Zimmer is the author of Glowing Genes: A Revolution in Biotechnology and a professor at 

Connecticut College, where he teaches chemistry and studies the proteins involved in producing 

light in jellyfish and fireflies. He received his Ph.D. in chemistry from Worcester Polytechnic 

Institute and did his post-doc at Yale University.  He lives in Connecticut with his family. 

 

British / Translation / Audio Rights:  Lerner Publishing Group 

Film &TV Rights:  New Leaf Literary & Media 

 

 

DIETARY SUPPLEMENTS: Harmless, Helpful, or Hurtful? by Connie Goldsmith 

Ages 12 and up 

96 Pages 
Millions of people take dietary supplements to improve health, lose weight, or increase athletic 

performance. Yet supplements are loosely regulated and some have proven to be extremely 

dangerous.  Goldsmith helps teens investigate claims made by a wide variety of dietary 

supplements.  Are they ever safe to take? What are the red flags to watch for when considering 

these products? Goldsmith gives readers the tools to be smart consumers. 

 

●Connie Goldsmith is a registered nurse with a bachelor of science degree in nursing and a master 

of public administration degree in health care. Among her many titles for Lerner are Malaria, 

Influenza, Hepatitis, Skin Cancer, Invisible Invaders: Dangerous Infectious Diseases, and 

Superbugs Strike Back: When Antibiotics Fail 

 

British / Translation / Audio / Film & TV Rights:  Lerner Publishing Group 
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 EBOLA:  Fears and Facts by Patricia Newman 

Ages 9-14 

48 pages 

Ebola is a deadly contagious disease. From 1975 to 2013, the virus killed about 1,500 people. But 

a 2014 epidemic killed more than 9,500 people and many feared a worldwide pandemic. Could it 

actually happen? Ebola: Fears and Facts takes you behind the sensational headlines and in clear, 

simple terms, delivers essential information about the history of the disease, its symptoms, and 

how it spreads, leaving readers with a better understanding of this feared disease.   An extremely 

timely and important book. 

 

●Patricia Newman is the author of several books, including Plastic, Ahoy! and Nugget on the 

Flight Deck, a California Reading Association Eureka! Silver Honor Book for Nonfiction. 

 

British / Translation / Audio Rights:  Lerner Publishing Group 

Film & TV Rights:  East West Literary Agency 

 

 

FORGOTTEN BONES:  Uncovering a Slave Cemetery by Lois Miner Huey 

Ages 9-14 

Page count to come 

Imagine you're watching a backhoe dig up the ground for a construction project when a round 

object rolls down a pile of dirt and stops at your feet. You pick it up, brush off some dirt, and 

realize you're holding a skull! This is exactly what happened in Albany, New York, in 2005. The 

discovery of a skull from an African American who died more than two hundred years earlier 

made the construction site suddenly turn into an archaeological dig. As scientists excavated more 

bones, they realized that they had located a long-lost slave cemetery. See how archaeologists 

pieced together the truth about these once forgotten bones.  

 

●Lois Miner Huey is an archaeologist for the state of New York. She also writes nonfiction 

articles and books for kids, focusing on history and archaeology. Her most recent book was Ick! 

Yuck! Eew! Our Gross American History. Huey lives near Albany, New York, in a very old house 

with her archaeologist husband and three clean cats. 

 

British / Translation / Audio Rights: Lerner Publishing Group 

Film & TV Rights:  Full Circle Literary  

 

 

FUEL UNDER FIRE:  Petroleum and Its Perils by Margaret J. Goldstein 

Ages 12 and up 

104 pages 

The world runs on petroleum. This resource is crucial to modern society, yet it threatens the 

environment and may not be available much longer. The future of petroleum will determine the 

future of the planet. What will that look like? Fuel under Fire explores the history of petroleum 

development, current extraction practices with their cutting-edge technologies and hidden costs, 

and the long-term outlook both for petroleum and for its alternatives. 

 

●Margaret J. Goldstein was born in Detroit and graduated from the University of Michigan. She is 

an editor and the author of many books for young readers. She lives in Santa Fe, New Mexico. 

 

British / Translation / Audio / Film & TV Rights:  Lerner Publishing Group 
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THE GREAT MONKEY RESCUE:  Saving the Golden Lion Tamarins by Sandra Markle 

Ages 9-12 

40 pages 

Golden lion tamarins were once common in Brazilian forests. But over years of deforestation, their 

habitat and their numbers shrank. See how scientists, zoos, and concerned citizens came together 

to build a bridge for golden lion tamarins―from near extinction to a hopeful future. This well-

researched book with beautiful photographs illustrates the scientific method at work to 

successfully save a treasured species, and includes the same attention to detail as Sandra Markle’s 

other award-winning titles such as The Case of the Vanishing Golden Frogs. 

 

● Sandra Markle is the author of numerous award-winning books for children, including The Case 

of the Vanishing Golden Frogs: A Scientific Mystery and The Case of the Vanishing Honeybees: A 

Scientific Mystery. She lives in Lakewood Ranch, Florida, with her husband. 

 

British / Translation / Audio Rights:  Lerner Publishing Group 

Film & TV Rights:  Sandra Markle 
 

 

INFORMATION INSECURITY:  Privacy Under Siege by Brendan January 

Ages 12 and up 

96 pages 

Around the world, critics are sounding the alarm about digital privacy. Many have called for 

stricter controls on data tracking. What rights do you have when it comes to privacy online? How 

can you be a smart cyber citizen and protect your personal digital data?  In Brendan January’s 

gripping book, you’ll discover who is tracking us and how, as well as what they are doing with the 

information they compile. You’ll also learn about recent court cases that have set new rules about 

privacy in the digital age, the threat to civil liberties created by the erosion of privacy, and new 

efforts to protect privacy online. 

 

● Brendan January is an award-winning author of more than twenty nonfiction books for young 

readers, including The Iranian Revolution,  and Genocide.   He lives with his wife and two 

children in Maplewood, New Jersey. 

 

British / Translation / Audio / Film & TV Rights:  Lerner Publishing Group 
 

 

SMART AND SPINELESS:  Exploring Invertebrate Intelligence by Ann Downer 

Ages 10 and up 

88 pages 

From the author of the fascinating book on elephant communication, Elephant Talk, comes 

another surprising look at animal intelligence.  When you think of smart animals, what comes to 

mind? Dolphins? Koko the gorilla, who mastered sign language? Or Chaser the border collie, who 

understands one thousand English words? What about ants or bees in the garden? What about the 

octopus in the aquarium? Are invertebrates—animals without spines—smart, too? This book 

explores how intelligence is defined and looks at some of the feats of learning, memory, and 

problem-solving that some invertebrates manage to carry out with their tiny brains. Creatures 

examined include earthworms, jumping spiders, octopus, honey bees and slime molds. 

 

●Ann Downer is the author of five fantasy novels for young readers and three previous books 

about science, including the award-winning Elephant Talk: The Surprising Science of Elephant 

Communication . She lives outside Boston, Massachusetts, with her husband and son.  
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SWASHBUCKLING SCOUNDRELS:  Pirates in Fact and Fiction by Arie Kaplan 

Ages 10 and up 

72 pages 
Discover the stories of real-life pirates― from medieval Viking raiders and Caribbean buccaneers 

to female pirates and modern-day pirates―and meet famous fictional characters such as Long 

John Silver. Readers will learn how historical and fictional pirates compare and why we thrill to 

tales of daring outlaw pirates. 

 

●Arie Kaplan is a critically-acclaimed nonfiction author, comic book writer, and graphic novelist. 

Previous books include Saturday Night Live:  Shaping TV Comedy and American Culture and 

From Krakow to Krypton: Jews and Comic Books, as well as music writing for magazines such as 

Tiger Beat and the MTV video countdown program Total Request Live. 

 

British / Translation / Audio Rights:   Lerner Publishing Group 
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