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THE WORST DUKE IN THE WORLD
Lisa Berne

Fiction
US: HarperCollins/Avon, January 2021

Page Count: 415

Translation rights sold for the Penhallow series: French (J’ai
Lu), Slovak (Ikar), Spanish (Penguin/Vergara), UK (Pan 

Macmillan)

Life’s no bowl of cherries for Anthony Farr, the Duke of Radcliffe. 
Duty demands he remarry to provide a spare to go along with the 
heir—and eligible ladies keep trying to finagle him into a proposal. 
All he wants is to be a good father to his eight-year-old son, see the 
Duchess (his truly terrific pig) win first prize at the harvest fête, and 
stay single. Even if that makes him a Bad Duke. Maybe the Worst 
Duke in the World.

Then Miss Jane Kent, a long-lost relation of the illustrious Penhallow 
family, arrives in the neighborhood and is promptly befriended by 
the Duke’s son. Jane, Anthony comes to realize, is smart and fun and 
also very kissable and dazzlingly desirable. Still, that’s not enough to 
melt his resistance to marrying again. He made a stern promise to 
himself, and promises must, of course, be kept.

But what if that’s just his head talking, and his heart…is saying 
something entirely different?

Lisa Berne read her first Georgette Heyer book at fourteen, and 
was instantly captivated. Later, she was a graduate student, a 
grant writer, and an investment banker, but is thrilled to be 
returning to her roots and writing her own historical romance 
novels. She lives with her family in the Pacific Northwest.

v A wayward duke must choose: will he be the bad hero in a love 
story gone awry, or the brave and clever hero who risks everything 
for true love?

v The acclaimed Penhallow Dynasty series continues in this fresh, 
fun, funny tale!

Praise for Lisa Berne

“One of the most exciting new historical writers in a long time.” – Julia 
Quinn, bestselling author of the Bridgerton series

“Attention, Bridgerton fans: if you’re ready to delve deeper into the 
world of historical romance, The Worst Duke in the World is a fun place to 

start.” – Popsugar

“Blissfully romantic…a triumph.” – Booklist, starred review

“An elegant, poignant, and joyful romance and a must-read for Regency 
fans.” – Kirkus, starred review

“Beautifully written. Regency fans will love this forthright, intellectual 
heroine and affable, resourceful hero.” – Publishers Weekly, starred review

“Delicious.” – Sarah Maclean, New York Times bestselling author of 
Brazen and the Beast



THE PENHALLOW DYNASTY
Lisa Berne

US: HarperCollins/Avon, Available Now
UK: Pan Macmillan

“One of the most exciting historical writers in a long time.”
– Julia Quinn, bestselling author of the Bridgerton series

Translation rights sold: French (J’ai Lu), Slovak (Ikar), 
Spanish (Penguin/Vergara), UK (Pan Macmillan)



SURVIVING: WHY WE STAY AND HOW WE LEAVE ABUSIVE RELATIONSHIPS
Beverly Gooden

Non-Fiction
US: Rowman & Littlefield, Spring 2022

Page Count: TK

With unflinching vulnerability, Beverly Gooden outlines in 
painstaking detail what she had to do to walk away from an 
abusive marriage and how others can learn from her experiences, 
from skimming the grocery money, to squirreling away personal 
belongings, to navigating domestic violence shelters. She offers 
strategies for how to overcome the barriers survivors often come 
up against, such as money, logistics, social circles, or, most 
powerfully, love. Uniquely compassionate when it comes to the 
heartbreak of still loving one’s abuser, Gooden shares how she 
transformed and extended this love from herself-outward, using 
her story to encourage others to share their own after the 2014 Ray 
Rice incident sparked #WhyIStayed and propelled her into the 
national spotlight.

Beverly Gooden is a social activist and speaker known for her 
groundbreaking hashtag movement, #WhyIStayed. Her writing 
has appeared in the New York Times, the U.S. Office on Women’s 
Health, and TIME Magazine. She is the recipient of Investigation 
Discovery and Glamour magazine’s Inspire A Difference 
“Everyday Hero” Award.

v An exquisite, powerful memoir of healing, survivorship, 
and dedication to helping others

v #WhyIStayed was named one of the “Top 10 Hashtags That 
Started a Conversation” by TIME magazine

v Beverly Gooden has inspired tens of thousands of people 
to share their own experiences of surviving domestic 
violence and work toward healing

v A portrayal of what it takes not only to free oneself from an 
abusive relationship, but to thrive beyond it

v For readers of Mikki Kendall’s Hood Feminism and Carmen 
Maria Machado’s In the Dream House



INK & SIGIL
Kevin Hearne

Fiction
US: Random House/Del Rey, August 2020

UK: Hachette/Orbit, August 2020
Book 1 of 3

Page Count: 336

Translation rights sold: Czech (Euromedia), German (Klett-
Cotta)

Al MacBharrais is both blessed and cursed. He is blessed with an 
extraordinary white moustache, an appreciation for craft cocktails—
and a most unique magical talent. He can cast spells with magically 
enchanted ink and he uses his gifts to protect our world from rogue 
minions of various pantheons, especially the Fae.

But he is also cursed. Anyone who hears his voice will begin to feel 
an inexplicable hatred for Al, so he can only communicate through 
the written word or speech apps. And his apprentices keep dying in 
peculiar freak accidents. As his personal life crumbles around him, 
he devotes his life to his work, all the while trying to crack the secret 
of his curse.

But when his latest apprentice, Gordie, turns up dead in his Glasgow 
flat, Al discovers evidence that Gordie was living a secret life of 
crime. Now Al is forced to play detective—while avoiding actual 
detectives who are wondering why death seems to always follow Al. 
Investigating his apprentice’s death will take him through Scotland’s 
magical underworld, and he’ll need all the help he can get if he’s 
going to survive.

Kevin Hearne is bestselling author of the Iron Druid 
Chronicles, the Seven Kennings series, the Tales of Pell series 
with Delilah Dawson, and the forthcoming Ink & Sigil series. He 
is also the author of Star Wars: Heir to the Jedi and numerous 
novellas and short stories.

v Over one million copies of The Iron Druid Chronicles in print

❖ While Ink & Sigil is set in the same world as The Iron Druid 
Chronicles, it stands alone, so it will appeal to new and old fans 
alike

Praise for Ink & Sigil

“Distinguished by its intricate and original magical system, charming 
dynamics among characters and strongly developed Scottish setting, Ink 
& Sigil places its irascible hero and memorable cast in a wide, fascinating 

world.” – Shelf Awareness, starred review

“A terrific kick-off to a new, action-packed, enchantingly fun series.” 
– Booklist, starred review

“Delightful…an intelligible tale sure to draw in new readers.”
– Library Journal

“A refreshing viewpoint into an urban fantasy setting, while the sigil-
based magic system proves both versatile and meticulously 
detailed…Readers will be eager to see what happens next.”

– Publishers Weekly

“If you like drawing, ink, Edinburgh, magic, or Kevin Hearne, you are in 
for a great treat. Ink & Sigil is great escape reading, and I loved every 
word.” – Charlaine Harris, New York Times bestselling author of the 

Sookie Stackhouse series

“Kevin Hearne has used ink and paper to craft his own brand of magic.” 
– Jaye Wells, author of Dirty Magic

“With Ink & Sigil Kevin Hearne takes the world he created in his Iron 
Druid series to a new gonzo level. Al MacBharrais may be his best 

character yet.” – Stephen Blackmore, author of Dead Things



PAPER & BLOOD
Kevin Hearne

Fiction
US: Random House/Del Rey, August 2021

UK: Hachette/Orbit, August 2021
Book 2 of 3

Page Count: 304

Translation rights sold: Czech (Euromedia), German (Klett-
Cotta)

Charming and unconventional Scottish sigil agent Al MacBharrais is 
hoping that he can finally focus on breaking the curse that is keeping 
him from retirement, a curse that’s causing his apprentices to die in 
peculiar freak accidents. For without someone to take up the mantle 
of the European sigil agent—a magic wielder who uses enchanted 
inks to cast spells—the contracts between the magical world and the 
human world will crumble, and that would be a catastrophe.

Unfortunately, Al already has a catastrophe on his hands. The 
Australian sigil agent is missing, likely the result of magical foul 
play. So Al gathers his inks and sets out to the Land Down Under, 
accompanied by the hobgoblin Buck, battle seer Nadia, and his 
secretary, Gladys-Who-Has-Seen-Some-Shite. But whatever mystical 
being has taken the Australian agent is too terrible for even this 
skilled group to handle. They’re going to need some help—from the 
Iron Druid himself.

Paper & Blood sends these beloved characters to the Australian 
Outback, where they meet new friends and new monsters as they 
fight to keep their world intact.

Kevin Hearne is bestselling author of the Iron Druid 
Chronicles, the Seven Kennings series, the Tales of Pell series 
with Delilah Dawson, and the forthcoming Ink & Sigil series. He 
is also the author of Star Wars: Heir to the Jedi and numerous 
novellas and short stories.

v Over one million copies of The Iron Druid Chronicles in print

v The Iron Druid makes his glorious return in this delightful sequel 
to Ink & Sigil

Praise for Ink & Sigil

“Distinguished by its intricate and original magical system, charming 
dynamics among characters and strongly developed Scottish setting, Ink 
& Sigil places its irascible hero and memorable cast in a wide, fascinating 

world.” – Shelf Awareness, starred review

“A terrific kick-off to a new, action-packed, enchantingly fun series.” 
– Booklist, starred review

“Delightful…an intelligible tale sure to draw in new readers.”
– Library Journal

“A refreshing viewpoint into an urban fantasy setting, while the sigil-
based magic system proves both versatile and meticulously 
detailed…Readers will be eager to see what happens next.”

– Publishers Weekly

“If you like drawing, ink, Edinburgh, magic, or Kevin Hearne, you are in 
for a great treat. Ink & Sigil is great escape reading, and I loved every 
word.” – Charlaine Harris, New York Times bestselling author of the 

Sookie Stackhouse series

“Kevin Hearne has used ink and paper to craft his own brand of magic.” 
– Jaye Wells, author of Dirty Magic

“With Ink & Sigil Kevin Hearne takes the world he created in his Iron 
Druid series to a new gonzo level. Al MacBharrais may be his best 

character yet.” – Stephen Blackmore, author of Dead Things



THE SEVEN KENNINGS
Kevin Hearne

Fiction
US: Random House/Del Rey, February 2020

UK: Hachette/Orbit, February 2020
Books 1 and 2 of 3

Translation rights sold: Czech (Argo), German (Droemer), 
Polish (Rebis)

A sweeping epic fantasy from the New York Times bestselling 
author of The Iron Druid Chronicles, set in aa world of terror 
and wonder—where ordinary people become heroes, and their 
lives become legend.

The third book in the series, A CURSE OF KRAKENS, is coming 
soon.

Praise for A Plague of Giants

“A rare masterpiece that’s both current and timeless” – Delilah S. 
Dawson, author of Star Wars: Phasma

“This isn’t just a breath of fresh air for the genre, it’s a damned 
hurricane! I savored every single page.” – Jason M. Hough, New 

York Times bestselling author of The Darwin Elevator

“A spectacular work of epic fantasy…an absolute delight.” –
Shelf Awareness

“A genuine page-turner” – Kirkus



TROUBLE THE SAINTS
Alaya Dawn Johnson

Alaya Dawn Johnson is the award-winning author of fiction 
for adults and young readers. Her debut young adult novel 
The Summer Prince, was longlisted for the National Book 
Award for Young People’s Literature, and her follow-up 
novel, Love is the Drug, won the Andre Norton Award for YA 
Science Fiction and Fantasy. She currently lives in Mexico 
City, where she attained her Masters in Mesoamerican 
Studies.

Fiction
US: Macmillan/Tor, July 2020

Page Count: 320

The dangerous magic of The Night Circus meets the powerful 
historical exploration of The Underground Railroad in this timely and 
unsettling novel, set against the darkly glamorous backdrop of New 
York City, where an assassin falls in love and tries to fight her fate at 
the dawn of World War II.

Amidst the whir of city life, a young woman from Harlem is drawn 
into the glittering underworld of Manhattan, where she’s hired to 
use her knives to strike fear among its most dangerous denizens.

Ten years later, Phyllis LeBlanc has given up everything—not just 
her own past, and Dev, the man she loved, but even her own 
dreams.

Still, the ghosts from her past are always by her side—and history 
has appeared at her doorstep to threaten the people she keeps in her 
heart. And so Phyllis will have to make a harrowing choice, before 
it’s too late—is there ever enough blood in the world to wash clean 
generations of injustice?

A dazzling, daring novel—a magical love story, a compelling 
exposure of racial fault lines—and an altogether brilliant saga.

v A literary masterpiece that tackles racism, sexism, and the 
legacy of violence, and chronicles how far one woman will go 
to escape the ghosts of her past

v Award winning author Alaya Dawn Johnson has been 
longlisted for the National Book Award; named a finalist for 
the Locus; and won the Andre Norton and Nebula Awards

Praise for Trouble the Saints

“Juju assassins, alternate history, a gritty New York crime story…in 
a word: Awesome.” – N.K. Jemison, New York Times bestselling 

author of The Fifth Season

“A sad, lovely, and blood-soaked song of a book.” – Kirkus, starred 
review

“This alternate history demands the reader’s full attention. Fans of 
challenging, diverse fantasy will enjoy this literary firecracker.” –

Publishers Weekly

“Beware this magnificent beguilement of a novel: once begun, 
Alaya Dawn Johnson’s Trouble the Saints won’t let you go.” – Kelly 

Link, award-winning author of Stranger Things Happen

“[A] relentless tale of love and the consequences of trying to fight 
destiny.” – Booklist

“This is a knotty, painful, gorgeously told historical fantasy in 
which nobody’s hands are clean, nobody escapes the consequences 

of their own actions and the past will not stay buried.” – NPR, 
named as a Best Book of the Year



GUTTER MAGE

Roz Featherstone could be considered a mistress of the dark arts, 
but woe to the person who calls that to her face. Despite being 
dubbed the “Gutter Mage” after sending one too many warring 
guild members to the medic, she’s an arcanist—devoted to the 
study of magic and sigils—but also imbued with her own literal 
firepower. Its unpredictability can get her into trouble, but her 
skills and encyclopedic knowledge also make her a “mage” in 
demand. Alongside her trusted partner, Lysander, she has 
investigated many a case for a lord or lady willing to pay the price, 
so long as it keeps her out of the spotlight. She has long nursed 
wounds, both mental and physical, from her traumatic past at the 
hands of a former mentor—and though whiskey certainly helps to 
dull the pain, keeping the past at arms length is crucial.

But when a lucrative case investigating the kidnapped son of a 
well-respected lord falls into her lap, her past claws back with a 
vengeance. It is thought that the missing boy holds the key to 
unlocking the long-heralded Never Year, a day when the veil 
between the material and astral planes will dissolve, and all the 
spirits that power the mage world will not only be set free from 
their domestic bonds, but given corporeal form to do what they will 
upon the world for an entire year. Skeptical Roz doesn’t much 
believe in the Never Year, or the part a noble infant has in bringing 
it about, but how can she refuse when a major payday from a noble 
lord just might set her and Lysander for life? 

But as always, the truth will out, and what Roz discovers blows the 
austere world of guilds and mages wide open, and forever alters 
what she thought she knew about her past, her magic, and herself.

J.S. Kelley

v A fabulous romp that is at times hilarious, at times 
heart-wrenching, and always an entirely unique and 
engrossing ride

v J.S. Kelley weaves epic fantasy and hardboiled noir in 
this fast-paced, twisting tale of magic, mystery, and a 
whole lot of unruly behavior

v Roz is a fierce, flawed character—a heroine for fans of 
V.E. Schwab’s Lila Bard and Marvel’s Jessica Jones

J.S. Kelley is a single parent from Ohio who likes 
the whiskey neat, the coffee black, and the music 
loud.

Fiction
US: Simon & Schuster/Saga, September 2021

Page Count: 400



HOOD FEMINISM 
Mikki Kendall

Mikki Kendall is a writer, diversity consultant, and occasional 
feminist who talks a lot about intersectionality, policing, gender, 
sexual assault, and other current events. She has written for The 
Guardian, Ebony, Essence, Publishers Weekly, Global Comment, 
Salon, xoJane, and other online markets. She is also an 
accomplished public speaker, frequently speaking on race, 
feminism, and social media.

Non-Fiction
US: Penguin/Viking, February 2020

UK: Bloomsbury, March 2020
Page Count: 272

Translation rights sold: Hungarian (Pioneer), 
Japanese (DU Books), Korean (Booksea)

No woman has to be respectable to be valuable.

Today’s feminist movement has a glaring blind spot—and 
paradoxically, it is women. Mainstream feminists rarely talk about 
meeting basic needs as a feminist issue, but food insecurity, access to 
quality education, safe neighborhoods, a living wage, and medical 
care are feminist issues. All too often, the focus is not on basic 
survival for the many, but on increasing privilege for the few. How 
can we stand in solidarity as a movement when there is the distinct 
likelihood that some women are oppressing others?

In her searing collection of essays, Mikki Kendall takes aim at the 
legitimacy of the modern feminist movement, arguing that it has 
failed to address the needs of all but a few women. Drawing on her 
own experiences with hunger, violence, and hypersexualization, 
along with incisive commentary on politics, pop culture, and the 
stigma of mental health, and more, Hood Feminism delivers an 
irrefutable indictment of a movement in flux.

A ferocious clarion call to all would-be feminists to live out the true 
mandate of the feminist movement in thought and in deed.

v NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER

v An incisive, much-needed book that takes aim at mainstream 
feminism through a series of essays that tackles ideals of 
beauty, sexual assault, reproductive justice, domestic violence, 
and other issues facing our society

v Appearances on The Daily Show and Good Morning America

v Mikki Kendall has over 149,000 followers on Twitter  and her 
platform continues to grow

Praise for Hood Feminism

“One of the most important books of the current moment.”
– Time

“This book is an act of fierce love and advocacy, and it is urgently 
necessary.” – Samantha Irby, author of Meaty and We Are Never 

Meeting in Real Life

“Mikki’s book is a rousing call to action for today’s 
feminists…Hood Feminism should be required reading for 

everyone. “ – Gabrielle Union, author of We’re Going to Need More 
Wine

“In the growing public conversation about race, class, status, 
privilege, and power, this text is essential reading.” – Elizabeth 

Gilbert, bestselling author of Eat, Pray, Love



A BRAIDED HEART: ESSAYS ON WRITING AND FORM
Brenda Miller

Brenda Miller, a six-time Pushcart Prize recipient, is the author 
of five essay collections, the most recent of which is An Earlier 
Life. She has co-authored three editions of Tell It Slant: Creating, 
Refining, and Publishing Creative Nonfiction with Suzanne Paola. 
She was the Editor-in-Chief of the Bellingham Review for 
seventeen years and her own poetry has appeared in Tupelo 
Quarterly, Sweet, Bellevue Literary Review, and Psaltery and Lyre. 
She lives in Washington state, where she is a Professor of 
English at Western Washington University, and associate 
faculty at the Rainier Writing Workshop.Non-Fiction

US: University of Michigan Press, July 2021
Page Count: 128

Highly engaging, occasionally humorous, and always relatable, 
these seventeen essays mark the first time award-winning author 
Brenda Miller’s exceptional and instructive writing-themed essays 
come together in one volume.

Organized into three sections that create a rewarding narrative 
trajectory, A Braided Heart begins with essays on the origins of 
Miller’s writing life, then moves onto the maturing experiences 
and insights of a writer and teacher, and ends with Miller as the 
seasoned writer now nurturing and mentoring beginners. While 
the essays share the theme of writing, the combination of 
instructive and personal essays offers a varied and compelling 
reading experience.

A thoughtful and inspiring collection for writers and word 
enthusiasts or anyone who just appreciates great writing, as well 
as teachers and students.

v Brenda Miller is the recipient of six Pushcart Prizes and 
co-author of the bestselling Tell it Slant: Creating, 
Refining, and Publishing Creative Nonfiction

v A collection of original never-before-published essays, 
along with some of Miller’s most requested and 
celebrated essays

v A structure that allows readers to appreciate the 
collection’s narrative arc, or to read and reread pieces of 
specific interest and inspiration

Praise for Tell It Slant

“Five stars for Tell It Slant…An enlightening, comprehensive, 
and very satisfying text on writing and shaping creative 

nonfiction.” – Sheila Bender, editor and publisher of 
writingitreal.com and author of Writing and Publishing 

Personal Essays

“Miller and Paola are gifted teachers and writers with 
endless wisdom to share and a lovely way of sharing it with 

struggling writers at every level.”
- Dinty W. Moore, author of The Mindful Writer: Noble Truths 

of the Writing Life

A Braided Heart 
ESSAYS ON WRITING AND FORM

Brenda Miller



FIRST LOVE, TAKE TWO

Preeti Patel only has room in her life for family, friends, and her 
career as a doctor. So when her ex-boyfriend—a man she never 
forgot—turns up as her new roommate, she’s determined to go about 
her life as if he’s not even there. But he’s impossible to avoid in the 
one-bedroom apartment, and the proximity has Preeti remembering 
all the ways she and Daniel were a perfect fit. But her family doesn’t 
approve of him, and for a woman who’s always done what her family 
has asked, choosing love—again—will be the hardest choice she ever 
has to make.

Sajni Patel
❖ A swoony second-chance romance from the author of The 

Trouble With Hating You

❖ Prolific author! With three books published and more on the 
way, Sajni Patel’s star is on the rise

Praise for The Trouble With Hating You

“With witty banter and fascinating characters, Sajni Patel takes the 
classic enemies-to-lovers trope to a deliciously charming level. I 
loved everything about this book.” – Farrah Rochon, USA Today 

bestselling author

“The Trouble With Hating You has delicious banter, deep wounds, 
heartwarming friendships, and a path to love that often feels 

impossibly hard, and the payoff is satisfying enough to give you a 
book hangover the size of Texas.” – Sonali Dev, USA Today 

bestselling author

“The enemies-to-lovers arc is classic, but the cultural specificity 
Patel brings makes this rom-com feel fun and fresh.” – Publishers 

Weekly

“A rewarding romance set in an intriguing world.” – Shelf Awareness

“The Trouble with Hating You was everything I needed—witty banter, 
explosive chemistry, and a hard won HEA that still has me smiling 
long after I read the last page. I can’t wait for Sajni’s next book!” –

A.J. Pine, USA Today bestselling author

Sajni Patel is the author of the adult contemporary romance, The 
Trouble With Hating You, published in May 2020 by Forever. Her 
YA novels include The Knockout published in January 2021, and 
My Sister’s Big Fat Indian Wedding, which sold at auction to 
Abrams for publication in Spring 2022. Prior to her writing career, 
she worked in aerospace research with the chairman of the Indian 
Space Research Organisation. Born in India, she currently lives in 
Texas with her family.

Fiction
US: Hachette/Forever, September 2021

Page Count: 384



MUST LOVE BOOKS

Applicant: Nora Hughes—the overworked, underpaid, last 
assistant standing. At least for now.

Experience: Five years too many.

When Nora landed an editorial assistant position at Parsons 
Press, it was her first step towards The Dream Job. But after five 
years of lunch orders, finicky authors, and per my last emails,
Nora has come to one grand conclusion: Dream Jobs do not 
exist.

Salary Expectations: Abysmal.

With her life spiraling and the Parsons staff sinking, Nora gets 
hit with even worse news. Parsons is cutting her already 
unlivable salary. Unable to afford her rent, Nora decides to 
moonlight for a rival publisher…and maybe poach some 
Parsons authors along the way.

References: None. Well…maybe one?

But when Andrew Santos, a bestselling Parsons author no one 
can afford to lose is thrown into the mix, Nora has to decide 
where her loyalties lie. Her new Dream Job, ever-optimistic 
Andrew, or…herself and her future.

Required: Must love books.

Shauna Robinson
❖ A sharp, swoony debut pitched as The Bookish Life of 

Nina Hill meets Such a Fun Age, perfect for fans of 
Younger

❖ A novel for every person who has struggled through 
their twenties, and for those who have realized their 
dream job was not nearly as satisfying as they’d 
anticipated

❖ A necessary Black perspective on the too white 
publishing industry

❖ Sold in a two-book deal to Sourcebooks

Shauna Robinson is the author of Must Love Books. 
She received her Bachelor’s degree in English from 
UC Berkeley and lives in Virginia with her 
husband and their sleepy greyhound.

Fiction
US: Sourcebooks, January 2022

UK: HarperCollins/One More Chapter, January 2022
Page Count: TK



UNREPENTANT

Why does sorry seem to be the hardest word?

Whether it’s government accountability or acknowledging 
wrongs on a personal level, many people have never quite found 
the words not only to apologize, but to make meaningful amends 
for their actions. And despite long-overdue movements like 
#MeToo demanding accountability from perpetrators of harm, 
it’s not always clear what that entails beyond “canceling” the 
problematic. What should we demand of those who have done 
wrong? How can we interrogate the widely-held dichotomy of 
apology/forgiveness to ensure that harmful behavior is not only 
recognized, but addressed?

Drawing from the writings of medieval Jewish philosopher 
Maimonides, plus feminist analysis, restorative justice models, 
contemporary writings by African American and Native 
American thinkers, as well as Danya’s own theological expertise, 
Unrepentant tackles these tough questions and more, bringing a 
crucial new lens to this major cultural blind spot. By moving the 
dialogue away from the dominant emphasis on forgiveness, 
which puts the onus on the victim, toward a framework that 
offers a step-by-step guide to repentance and repair, this book 
will ignite major conversation and transform the way that both 
individuals and larger entities address harm.

Rabbi Danya Ruttenberg
❖ A timely and much-needed examination of repentance

❖ Ruttenberg’s Twitter threads about repentance and 
Judaism regularly go viral

❖ Her book, Nurture the Wow: Finding Spirituality in the 
Frustration, Boredom, Tears, Poop, Desperation, Wonder, 
and Radical Amazement of Parenting was a National 
Jewish Book Award Finalist

❖ A major Twitter influencer! Her 132,000 followers 
include Rep. Alexandria Ocasio Cortez, Senator Corey 
Booker, presidential candidate Andrew Yang, and 
authors Neil Gaiman, Cheryl Strayed, and Glennon 
Doyle

Praise for Danya Ruttenberg

“A wise book [whose] ideas keep stirring after the last page is 
turned.” – Chicago Tribune on Nurture the Wow

“Ruttenberg, a wunderkind of Jewish feminism, leads the 
reader through an often racy reconsideration of what the 

sacred Jewish texts say about our most intimate relationships.” 
– Publishers Weekly on The Passionate Torah

“A tremendously satisfying memoir of spiritual awakening.” –
Booklist on Surprised by God

Rabbi Danya Ruttenberg is an award-winning author, educator, 
and rabbi. She has written for The New York Times, The Atlantic, 
Salon, Time, is a regular contributor to The Washington Post and 
The Forward, and has made appearances on NPR, CBC, Al 
Jazeera America, and elsewhere. She lives in Chicago with her 
family.Non-Fiction

US: Beacon, Spring 2022
Page Count: TK



THE RANGER OF MARZANNA

When their father is murdered by imperial soldiers, two siblings 
set out on opposite paths—one will destroy the Empire forever 
and the other will save it—in this exciting epic fantasy set in a 
world that draws on Polish, Russian, and Italian history and 
myth.

Sebastian is one of the strongest elemental sorcerers to ever live. 
When his father is killed, Sebastian is recruited into the imperial 
military to be used as its greatest weapon against a growing army 
of the undead.

Sonya is the last Ranger of Marzanna, a once-elite force of warriors 
dedicated to protecting the people of Izmoroz from bandits and—
increasingly—the might of the Empire. She also happens to be 
Sebastian’s sister.

As Sebastian navigates intrigue among his fellow officers and 
within Izmoroz’s noble houses, Sonya races across the icy tundra to 
gain the allegiance of the only force strong enough to take down 
the Empire.

But when everyone is plotting against them, Sebastian and Sonya 
must figure out where their loyalties lie, and if they can choose 
their own destinies…or if they’re merely tools in the hands of the 
gods.

Jon Skovron
v The first in a new fantasy series set in an expansive 

Slavic-inspired world, where bargaining with the gods 
could save your life—if you’re willing to pay the cost

v The next two books in the Goddess War trilogy will 
release in April 2021 and 2022

v Jon Skovron’s previous trilogy, The Empire of Storms, is 
published in nine languages and counting

Praise for The Ranger of Marzanna

“The worldbuilding is solid, the action is nonstop, and 
Skovron’s overall character development is exceptional 

(especially when it comes to the female main characters, who 
are all brilliantly multidimensional and identifiable)…An 

undeniable page-turner that will have readers salivating for 
the next volume of this projected trilogy.” – Kirkus

“Skovron does an admirable job balancing large-scale and 
interpersonal conflicts, and strong supporting characters and 
cultural specificity add to texture. This is epic fantasy done 

right.” – Publishers Weekly, starred review

Jon Skovron writes fantasy for adults and teens. 
He is the author, most recently, of the Empire of 
Storms trilogy. He lives with his two sons just 
outside Washington, D.C. 

Fiction
US: Hachette/Orbit, April 2020
UK: Hachette/Orbit, April 2020

Book 1 of 3
Page Count: 528

Translation rights sold for the Empire of Storms trilogy: Chinese –
Simplified (Chongqing), Dutch (Luitingh-Sijthoff), French 

(Bragelonne), German (Heyne), Italian (Armenia), Portuguese –
Brazil (Sextante), Portuguese – Portugal (Fio Da), Spanish (Planeta), 

Turkish (Marti Yayin Grubu)



THE QUEEN OF IZMOROZ

Sonya has freed Izmoroz while her brother, the imperial wizard 
Sebastian, and the vicious Commander Vittorio have retreated 
to Aureum. But for how long?

Galina, a young noblewoman and Sebastian’s former betrothed, 
understands the precariousness of her war-torn country. 
Ineffectively ruled by a fledgling oligarchy, hosting a foreign 
army of undead, and dominated by the whims of a self-
proclaimed servant of Death—what chance would they have if 
Empress Caterina returned with the full might of the imperial 
army? Plans must be formed, and sacrifices made…

Meanwhile, Sonya seeks guidance as well from the elder Rangers 
who live out in the tundra. But what she learns will shake her 
faith in the Goddess of Winter to its core.

And in Aureum, Sebastian is stunned to learn that his beloved 
mentor Vittorio has infuriated the empress and been declared an 
enemy of the throne. Now without guidance, what will Sebastian 
do in an unfamiliar land surrounded by strangers who covet his 
power? 

Jon Skovron
v The thrilling second installment that expands the Slavic-

inspired world, where gods will grant miracles in exchange 
for pieces of one’s humanity

v The final book in the Goddess War trilogy will release in 
April 2022

v Vast world! This new installment follows our heroes to the 
far reaches of the empire

Praise for The Ranger of Marzanna

“The worldbuilding is solid, the action is nonstop, and Skovron’s 
overall character development is exceptional (especially when it 

comes to the female main characters, who are all brilliantly 
multidimensional and identifiable)…An undeniable page-turner 

that will have readers salivating for the next volume of this 
projected trilogy.” – Kirkus

“Skovron does an admirable job balancing large-scale and 
interpersonal conflicts, and strong supporting characters and 

cultural specificity add to texture. This is epic fantasy done right.” 
– Publishers Weekly, starred review

Jon Skovron writes fantasy for adults and teens. 
He is the author, most recently, of the Empire of 
Storms trilogy. He lives with his two sons just 
outside Washington, D.C. 

Fiction
US: Hachette/Orbit, April 2021
UK: Hachette/Orbit, April 2021

Book 2 of 3
Page Count: 400

Translation rights sold for the Empire of Storms trilogy: Chinese –
Simplified (Chongqing), Dutch (Luitingh-Sijthoff), French 

(Bragelonne), German (Heyne), Italian (Armenia), Portuguese –
Brazil (Sextante), Portuguese – Portugal (Fio Da), Spanish (Planeta), 

Turkish (Marti Yayin Grubu)



DIAL A FOR AUNTIES
What happens when you mix 1 (accidental) murder with 2 
thousand wedding guests and then toss in a possible curse on 3 
generations of an immigrant Chinese-Indonesian family? You 
get 4 meddling Asian aunties coming to the rescue!

When Meddelin Chan ends up accidentally killing her blind date, 
her meddlesome mother calls for her even more meddlesome 
aunties to help get rid of the body. Unfortunately, a dead body 
proves to be a lot more challenging to dispose of than one might 
anticipate, especially when it is accidentally shipped in a cake 
cooler to the over-the-top billionaire wedding Meddy, her Ma, 
and aunties are working at an island resort on the California 
coastline. It’s the biggest job yet for their family wedding 
business—”Don’t leave your big day to chance, leave it to the 
Chans!”—and nothing, not even an unsavory corpse, will get in 
the way of her auntie’s perfect buttercream cake flowers.

But things go from inconvenient to downright torturous when 
Meddy’s great college love—and biggest heartbreak—makes a 
surprise appearance amid the wedding chaos. Is it possible to 
escape murder charges, charm her ex back into her life, and pull 
off a stunning wedding all in one weekend?

Jesse Q Sutanto❖ A hilariously quirky novel that is equal parts murder 
mystery, rom-com, and celebration of mothers and 
daughters, for fans of Crazy Rich Asians

❖ Sold at auction to Berkley in a two-book deal for six 
figures

❖ Immediately picked up by Netflix, to be produced and 
directed by Nahnatchka Khan (creator of Fresh Off the 
Boat)

❖ A lead title with lots of early buzz!

❖ The sequel, Four Aunties and a Wedding, will be out in 
Spring 2022

Praise for Dial A for Aunties

“Murder is never funny, except when it is.” – Booklist

“Utterly clever, deeply funny, and altogether charming.”
– Emily Henry, bestselling author of Beach Read

“I LOVED it. Whip-smart, original, and so funny.” – Beth 
O’Leary, bestselling author of The Switch

“A rip-roaring treat! Dark comedy at its finest!” – Abigail 
Mann, author of The Lonely Fajita

Jesse Q Sutanto is an author of books for children and adults. Her 
debut romance, Dial A for Aunties, sold at auction to Berkley and 
will be published in April 2021. She is also the author of Theo Tan 
and the Fox Spirit, the first in a middle grade series set to publish in 
early 2022 from Imprint, and The Obsession, a YA novel from 
Sourcebooks Fire. Her first YA rom-com, Well, That Was 
Unexpected, was pre-empted by Delacorte and is set to publish in 
Fall 2022. She received her Masters from the University of Oxford. 
She grew up in Indonesia and Singapore and currently lives in 
Jakarta with her husband and two daughters.

Fiction
US: Penguin/Berkley, April 2021

UK: HarperCollins/HQ, April 2021
Page Count: 320

Translation rights sold: French (Hachette), German (Aufbau 
Verlag), Lithuanian (Briedis)



LUTE
Jennifer Thorne

Fiction
US: Macmillan/Nightfire, Spring 2022

Page Count: TK

Every seventh summer solstice on the island of Lute, seven people 
will die. No more, no less.

That’s the way of it on Lute, a remote island in the Bristol Channel—
the sacrifice that has spanned centuries. The island and its 
inhabitants are blessed year-round, year after year. Good weather, 
good health, good fortune. Untouched by war or invasions. They live 
a happy, superior life. And so it’s only fair that every seven years, 
the island’s gift is honored. Only fair that every adult citizen is 
present for the Tithing Day.

Nina Treadway is new to The Day, having moved to Lute following 
her marriage to Hugh—Lord Treadway, the latest of the illustrious 
Treadways who have long protected the island. Nina’s heard about 
The Day, of course—the horrific tragedies, the lives lost. But she 
doesn’t believe it.

Nina and Hugh and their two small children weren’t supposed to be 
present for The Day—they were meant to be on a lovely sunny 
holiday instead. When last minute boat troubles and a downed 
mobile tower prevent them from leaving Lute, Hugh is furious. More 
than that—terrified. Nina is curious, though. 

Then The Day begins—a day of nightmares, of terror, of grief and 
reckoning. When the Day ends, Nina—and Lute—will never be the 
same.

v Midsommar meets The Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Pie 
Society in this chilling and atmospheric adult horror debut

v A literary page-turner for fans of Kate Morton and Ian 
McEwan, celebrating love in all its forms—romantic love, 
mother love, and a deep love of home

v Sold in a two-book deal to Macmillan’s new horror imprint, 
Nightfire

Praise for Jennifer Thorne

“Nuanced…Thorne writes engagingly about complicated 
relationship, the importance of communication in understanding 

others’ perspectives, and the blindness of privilege.” – VOYA, 
starred review for The Inside of Out

“Thorne expertly drops plot twists like bread crumbs.” – School 
Library Journal on The Inside of Out

“Thorne presents a careful examination of privilege…A thoughtful, 
nuanced romance.” – Booklist, on Night Music

“Absorbing and timely.” – Kirkus, on The Wrong Side of Right

Jennifer Thorne is an author of books for adults and young 
readers. Her adult debut, Lute, will be published by Nightfire in 
Spring 2022. As Jenn Marie Thorne, she is the author of the YA 
novels The Wrong Side of Right, The Inside of Out, and Night Music. 
She is also the author of the picture book Construction Zoo. She 
currently lives in Gloucestershire, England with her husband and 
two sons.



25 GREAT SENTENCES AND HOW THEY GOT THAT WAY

Virginia Woolf, Toni Morrison, Neil Armstrong, Jack Kerouac, 
Yoda: these are just a handful of the writers and speakers whose 
words are parsed in this diverting romp through sentences culled 
from poems, essays, speeches, songs, fiction and film.

In chapters titled for distinctive features, master teacher Geraldine 
Woods deftly reveals the underlying craft that goes into the 
creation of a memorable sentence. Literature lovers will be 
delighted to discover new authors and revisit favorite passages 
from a fresh perspective. And writers who want to stretch their 
skills by following the prompts in each chapter may well find 
themselves feeling as Henry James did when we wrote, “I have 
many irons on the fire, and am bursting with writableness.”

This is a must-read book for any register of grammar-bound, 
sentence-diagramming analysis who wants to understand the art 
that lifts a sentence from good to great.

Geraldine Woodsv For curious readers and aspiring writers, a must-read guide to 
what makes a sentence sing

v The book is divided up by easily digestible sections: 
Structure, Diction, Sound, Connection/Comparison, and 
Extremes

v Geraldine Woods pulls from a wide variety of sources—
novels, short stories, poetry, and picture books; blockbuster 
films; political speeches; even visual arts—showing us that 
great sentences exist in every medium

Praise for 25 Great Sentences

“[A] delightfully readable examination of the foundation of 
literary architecture for writers and language enthusiasts alike.” –

Poets & Writers

“This handy, practical guide prompts would-be writers to think 
critically about how to create effective and meaningful sentences.” 

– Publishers Weekly

“A practical, non-boring companion for writers aiming to hone 
their style.” – Kirkus

“Using hundreds of examples from writers as diverse as Bruce 
Springsteen and Virginia Woolf, Geraldine Woods articulates the 
precise ways in which a writer can send a sentence spinning.” –
Mary Norris, author of Between You & Me: Confessions of a Comma 

Queen

“Geraldine Woods breaks down twenty-five of the greatest 
sentences in the history of the written word and obsesses over 

them in away that writers and nonwriters an appreciate.“
– David Mandel, Emmy-winning executive producer of Veep

Geraldine Woods is a former educator and the author of 
more than 50 books, including English Grammar for 
Dummies, which has been translated into ten languages. 
She lives in New York City, where she keeps a blog, 
Grammarian in the City, providing wry commentary on 
language trends and the pretentious or incomprehensible 
signs she observes on her walks.

Non-Fiction
US: Norton, August 2020

Page Count: 256



THE UNFORTUNATES

For Sahara, college is hell, and the demons are the one-percenters 
who wear backpacks the size of tampons. After her freshman 
year, which was marked by depression and the death of a fellow 
student, Sahara is determined to make her second year the best 
one ever.

Why? Well, it’ll be her last.

When Sahara begins contemplating suicide, she discovers her late 
aunt’s zine hidden in her library’s bookstacks. The zine—the only 
record of her aunt’s grief and rage while dying of AIDS in the 
early ‘90s—haunts Sahara. Her suicide note evolves into a time 
capsule of her debilitating depression and her experiences 
traversing microaggressions, substance abuse, toxic friendships, 
cultural diaspora, and ultimately, her decision to choose self-
preservation over self-harm.

J K Chukwu

v With the humor of Dear White People and the haunting 
resonance of Akwaeke Emezi’s Freshwater, this is a raw and 
unflinching portrayal of a young Black woman braving the 
unforgiving intersections of race, mental illness, gender, 
and white supremacy—and coming out alive on the other 
side

v Preempted for six figures by Houghton Mifflin Harcourt

v Preempted in the UK by the HarperCollins/The  Borough 
Press

v Written in the form of a scathing and sly college thesis 
intertwined with zine pages and one-act plays

v Sahara is an intense yet irreverently funny heroine, full of 
snarky wit and heartbreaking vulnerability

J K Chukwu is a writer and visual artist from the 
Midwest. She holds an MFA in Literary Arts from Brown 
University and a BA from the University of Chicago. She 
was a 2019 Lambda Fellow and her work has appeared in 
Black Warrior Review, DIAGRAM, and TAYO. She has 
presented her writing and art at University of Wisconsin-
Madison, National Louis University, The University of 
Manchester, and elsewhere.

Fiction
US: Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, April 2022 

UK: HarperCollins/The Borough Press, April 2022
Page Count: TK

*Translation rights handled by Houghton Mifflin Harcourt



A (VERY) SHORT HISTORY OF LIFE ON EARTH

For billions of years, Earth was an inhospitably alien place—
covered with churning seas, slowly crafting its landscape by way 
of incessant volcanic eruptions, its atmosphere in a constant state 
of chemical flux. And yet, despite facing literally every 
conceivable setback that living organisms could encounter, life on 
earth has learned and adapted and continued for over four billion 
years.

From the earliest humble slime that filled the atmosphere with 
oxygen; to the sponges that cleansed the oceans for other animals 
to live in; to the venturesome fishes with legs that sought life 
beyond the sea—and, by way of amazing amphibians, dramatic 
dinosaurs, to the thrilling and unlikely story of ourselves.

Drawing on the very latest scientific understanding, much of it 
first published in Nature, A (Very) Short History of Life on Earth 
tells this gripping story, a tale of survival and persistence, 
illuminating the delicate balance within which life exists.

Henry Gee
v Preempted in both the US and UK

v Sold in nine foreign territories and counting

v An enlightening story of survival and persistence that 
illuminates the delicate balance within which life exists

Praise for Henry Gee

“If you only read one book on evolution this year, make it 
this one. You will be dethroned. But you won’t be 

disappointed.” – Geoscientist on The Accidental Species

“The Accidental Species is an excellent guide to our current 
knowledge of how we got where we are…Highly 

recommended.” – BBC Focus on The Accidental Species

“[A] thought-provoking and challenging book.” – Library 
Journal on The Accidental Species

“Across the Bridge takes on a very esoteric subject and is 
genuinely witty and charming. The book really is 

magnificent.” – Neil J. Gostling, University of Southampton

Henry Gee is Senior Editor at Nature, the world’s leading 
scientific journal. He is a former Regents Professor at the 
University of California, Los Angeles, and received his Ph.D. at 
the University of Cambridge. His journalism has been 
published in the Guardian, The Times, Le Monde, El País, the 
Hindu, the Straits Times and the New Zealand Herald. He has 
made radio programs for the BBC World Service and has 
appeared on BBC TV and radio.*Translation rights sold: Chinese – Simplified (CITIC), Dutch 

(Het Spectrum), German (Hoffman & Campe), Italian 
(Einaudi), Korean (Kachi), Polish (Zysk I S-ka), Portuguese –

Portugal (Bertrand), Romanian (Trei), Russian (Azbooka-
Atticus)

*Translation rights handled by Picador 

Non-Fiction
US: Macmillan/St. Martin’s, November 2021

UK: Macmillan/Picador, November 2021
Page Count: 208





THE WILD ONES

Centuries ago, Paheli was betrayed by her mother. Sold to a man in 
exchange for a favor. Paheli escapes—too late to save herself from 
certain indignities, but early enough to survive. On the road to her 
freedom, she bumps into a boy. He, as battered as she is, tosses her a 
box of stars before running.

When Paheli picks up a star, it sinks into the palm of her hand, 
making her something other than human. This star opens up doors 
to the Between, a corridor made of magic that connects the cities of 
the world. Those lucky enough to carry a star can come and go as 
they please. Escape, when need be. Hide.

Paheli collects girls like herself. Girls who have been hurt, 
abandoned, betrayed. Together they are the Wild Ones. But when 
Paheli and the Wild Ones reunite with the boy who gave them the 
box of stars, Taraana, they learn the danger he is in. His control of 
the Between makes him valuable. Powerful creatures vie to own 
him, to use his special power for their own corrupt purposes.

Paheli and her sisters are determined to protect him. Because if 
Taraana is no longer safe and free, neither are the Wild Ones. And 
that is a fate that the Wild Ones refuse to accept. Ever again.

Nafiza Azad❖ A lyrical, feminist narrative that uses poetry, prose, and 
multiple perspectives to explore what it means to be a 
survivor

❖ Nafiza Azad’s debut, The Candle and the Flame, was a finalist 
for the Morris Award!

❖ Sold at auction for six figures in a two-book deal

❖ “Prose as lush and beautiful as the world of the In Between.” 
– Roselle Lim, author of Natalie Tan’s Book of Luck and 
Fortune

Praise for The Candle and the Flame

“Azad’s splendid debut is an ode to cultural harmony that features 
exciting magic, an emotionally complex cast, and a touching 

romance.” - Booklist

“A must-read for lovers of fantasy.” - Kirkus, starred review

"Fiery magic, sizzling romance, and a city so achingly hopeful and 
real that you can almost taste it on every page. I can't wait to return 
to Noor!"—Rachel Hartman, New York Times bestselling author of 

the Seraphina books

"Sumptuous writing, vivid detail, and a gallery of deftly-drawn 
characters highlight this glorious debut."—Kate Elliott, author of 

Court of Fives and Cold Magic

Nafiza Azad was born in Fiji and spent the first seventeen years of 
her life as a self-styled Pacific Islander. Now she identifies as an 
Indo-Fijian Muslim Canadian, which means she is often 
navigating multiple identities. Nafiza has a love for languages and 
currently speaks four. She holds a Master of Arts degree in 
Children's Literature from the University of British Columbia and 
co-runs The Book Wars (thebookwars.ca), a website dedicated to 
all things children's literature. Nafiza currently lives in British 
Columbia with her family.

US: Simon & Schuster/Margaret K. McElderry, August 2021
Ages 14 Up

Page Count: 352

Translation rights sold for The Candle and the Flame: Spanish 
(Urano)



LAKESEDGE
There are monsters in the world.

There are monsters in the woods.

Violeta Graceling has spent her life in an isolated cottage, trying to 
protect herself and her beloved younger brother Arien from their 
mother’s twisted cruelty. Lately, their mother has become even crueler 
as she tries to snuff out the mysterious shadows that unwillingly spill 
from Arien’s hands and infiltrate his dreams, spelling dark magic 
associated with an even darker underworld.

Desperate to escape their abusive home, Violeta and Arien take 
positions at the haunted estate of Rowan Sylvanan—the so-called 
Monster of Lakesedge—who comes seeking Arien’s dark magic. The 
monster who stalks the halls and shores of the blackened, cursed lake.

But as Violeta investigates Lakesedge’s tragic history, she discovers 
that prickly, standoffish Rowan is far from a monster. He is just a boy, 
sensitive and shy, not much older than she is. As their friendship turns 
to romance, Violeta learns the painful truth about Rowan’s curse and 
his fateful bargain with the Lord Under—an evil being who rules over 
the dark underworld—that sealed his fate and stole away everything 
he knew and loved.

Now Violeta must make her own impossible bargain to break Rowan’s 
curse, or else lose him and her newfound home forever.

Lyndall Clipstone

❖ A young woman must break the curse on a mysterious 
estate in order to save the boy she loves, and the only 
home she has ever known

❖ Sold at auction for six figures to Tiffany Liao at Henry 
Holt Books for Young Readers

❖ Lush, lyrical writing and a swoony, slow-burn romance 
make this Gothic fantasy perfect for fans of Naomi 
Novik, S. Jae-Jones, and Brigid Kemmerer

❖ Violeta is a fierce heroine! She is tenacious, loyal, and 
longing to come alive for the very first time

❖ While Violeta shines as the novel’s protagonist, readers 
will also enjoy getting to know the other inhabitants of 
the estate: the brooding and enigmatic Rowan; the kind 
and bubbly Clover; and the alluring Lord Under, the 
mysterious god who strikes impossible bargains

❖ Discover a new series, The World at Lake’s Edge

❖ The sequel, Forestfall, will release in 2022

Lyndall Clipstone grew up running wild in the Barossa Ranges of 
South Australia. She attended the University of Adelaide, where 
she received a Bachelor of Arts (Honors) in Creative Writing. She 
spent many years as a youth librarian fostering a love of stories. 
She currently lives in Adelaide, where she tends to her own 
indoor secret garden.

US: Macmillan/Henry Holt Books for Young Readers, 
October 2021

UK: Titan, October 2021
ANZ: Pan Macmillan

Book 1 of 2
Ages 14 Up
Pages: 384

Translation rights sold:  Russian (Eksmo)



THE PEOPLE WE CHOOSE
Calliope Silversmith has always had just two friends, Ginger and 
Noah, in her small rural town, and she’s fine with that. She’s never 
wanted anything more than her best friends, her moms, their 
house in the woods, and their family-run yoga studio. Calliope 
cherishes her simple life, now more than ever—it’s the summer 
before her senior year, and the beginning of the end of her time 
together with the people she loves most.

When Max and his family move into the house across the woods 
from Calliope, the stability of her longtime trio wavers. Max has a 
habit of materializing on her porch, and despite Calliope’s 
reluctance to disturb the familiar patterns of the life she has 
always known with Ginger and Noah, she can’t deny her 
attraction to him.

But Max isn’t the only life-altering change this summer. For years, 
Calliope has nurtured a curiosity about who her sperm donor is, 
where she comes from, and when she turns eighteen, she finally 
gets her answer.

The truth is more shocking and unfathomable than Calliope could 
have ever imagined: her donor is Max’s father. Max is her half-
brother. With her perfect world shattered, Calliope must pick up 
the pieces and attempt to reassemble her life. To redefine family—
as the one we are born into, and the one that we create.

Katelyn Detweiler
❖ A beautifully written and fascinating exploration

of family in all its many forms

❖ A thoughtful summer read about a girl whose life is 
changed forever when she discovers the identity
of her sperm donor

Praise for Katelyn Detweiler

“Wise about irrevocable facts, The People We Choose is a 
modern novel in which love expands to encompass once-

strangers and friendships that are close because of honesty.” 
– Foreword Reviews

“[A]n intriguing tale about honesty and family…the 
emotional journey is satisfying.” – Kirkus on The Undoing of 

Thistle Tate

“A sincere, romantic, and secular story of birth, young 
motherhood, and new love.” – Publishers Weekly on 

Immaculate

“Detweiler’s ambitious debut takes an intriguing premise 
and executes it well.” – Kirkus on Immaculate

“This book is perfect for readers struggling with questions of 
how far to go to protect those you love.” – Booklist on The 

Undoing of Thistle Tate
Katelyn Detweiler is a young adult author and literary agent. She 
received her BA in English Literature from Penn State University 
and previously worked in the marketing department at 
Macmillan Children’s Group before joining Jill Grinberg Literary 
Management as an agent. Her novels include Immaculate, 
Transcendent, and The Undoing of Thistle Tate. She lives with her 
husband and son in Brooklyn, New York.

US: Holiday House, May 2021 
Ages 12 Up

Page Count: 304

Translation rights sold for The Undoing of Thistle Tate: 
Russian (Clever)

Translation rights sold for Immaculate and Transcendent: 
French (Laffont)



THE DARK DAYS CLUB
From the New York Times bestselling author of Eon and Eona; a 
Regency adventure series starring a stylish and intrepid Buffy-
esque demon-hunter.

London, 1812. Eighteen-year-old Helen Wrexhall is on the eve of 
her debut presentation at the royal court of George III. Her life 
should revolve around gowns, dancing, and securing a suitable 
marriage. Instead, when one of her family’s maids disappears, she 
is drawn into the shadows of Regency London.

There, she meets Lord Carlston, one of the few able to stop the 
perpetrators: a cabal of demons that has infiltrated all levels of 
society. Carlston is not a man she should be anywhere near, 
especially with the taint of scandal that surrounds him. Yet he 
offers her help and the possibility of finally discovering the truth 
about the mysterious deaths of her parents.

Soon the two of them are investigating a terrifying conspiracy tat 
threatens to plunge the newly Enlightened world back into 
darkness. But can Helen trust a man whose own life is built on 
lies? And does she have the strength to face the dangers of this 
hidden world and her family’s legacy?

Alison Goodman

❖ Buffy meets Bridgerton in this Regency-era fantasy 
from New York Times bestselling author Alison 
Goodman

Praise for The Dark Days Trilogy

“Delicious…Lady Helen is a well-drawn heroine, and her 
struggle to free herself from the stilted life of an early 19th

century noblewoman and embrace her wilder, darker self is 
powerfully delineated.” – Publishers Weekly, starred review

“Fast-paced, rich in description, with fascinating characters 
and excitement, this tale from Australian author Goodman 

will leave fantasy fans wanting more.” – School Library 
Journal, starred review

“This fantastic introduction leaves us hungry for more.” –
Entertainment Weekly

“I devoured this series. A mesmerizing marriage between 
Regency romance and urban fantasy.”

– Sabaa Tahir, #1 New York Times bestselling author of An 
Ember in the Ashes Alison Goodman is the acclaimed author of numerous books of 

young adult fantasy, including Singing the Dogstar Blues and the 
New York Times bestselling duology Eon and Eona. She is also the 
author of A New Kind of Death, an adult thriller. Her most recent 
titles are the multi-award winning Lady Helen trilogy, comprised 
of The Dark Days Club, The Dark Days Pact, and The Dark Days 
Deceit. She lives with her husband in Australia, where she is 
currently pursuing her PhD at the University of Queensland.

US: Penguin/Viking, Available Now
Book 1 of 3
Ages 12 Up

Page Count: 496 

Translation rights sold: French (Gallimard), Russian 
(Ripol)



Discover the Dark Days Trilogy

“A mesmerizing marriage between Regency romance and urban fantasy.”
– Sabaa Tahir, #1 New York Times bestselling author of An Ember in the Ashes



GUARDIANS OF DAWN
Ever since she was a little girl, Jin Zhara knew that she had to keep 
her magic a secret, lest she suffer the same fate as her father—
executed for treason. Magicians were feared throughout the empire 
for the chaos in their blood, the potential to become possessed by 
demons and turn into literal monsters, called abominations. In 
order to survive, Zhara works at an apothecary and brings home 
wages for her stepmother and stepsister, trying to keep her head 
down and out of trouble.

Wonhu Han never wanted to get married, but as the Royal Heir to 
the province of Zanhei, marriages are more matters of state than 
affairs of the heart. But Han has a more compelling reason not to 
bring a political match into his life—his little brother, Anyang, is a 
magician, and he fears the little boy’s magical outbursts may be a 
sign of something far more concerning than growing pains—
possession.

When an abomination appears in the marketplace, Han and Zhara 
find themselves thrust into an underground resistance group who 
call themselves the Guardians of Dawn. When it appears as though 
a demon is possessing the vulnerable magicians of Zanhei, Zhara, 
Han, and the Guardians of Dawn must find a way to  stop them 
from gaining power and awakening Tiyok, Mother of Ten 
Thousand Demons, and plunging the entire world into chaos.

S. Jae-Jones❖ The highly anticipated new series from the New York 
Times bestselling author of Wintersong and 
Shadowsong

❖ A brand new fantasy inspired by East Asian and 
classical Western mythology and folklore, as well as 
girl-centric narratives like Sailor Moon

❖ Sold in a major four-book deal

Praise for Wintersong

A New York Times Bestseller

“This is an exquisitely and lyrically crafted tale of longing, 
sibling loyalty, and the importance of women in a time when 

women were so often overlooked. Eerie, unsettling, and 
above all, full of music.” – Booklist, starred review

“Structured as a sonata, the final movement culminates in a 
bittersweet sacrifice that will leave readers…savoring the 

delicious tragedy.” – Kirkus

“Wintersong is a maze of beauty and darkness, of music and 
magic and glittering  things, all tied together with exquisite 

writing. This is a world you will want to stay lost in.”
–Marie Lu, #1 New York Times bestselling author of Legend

S. Jae-Jones is the New York Times bestselling author of Wintersong 
and Shadowsong, which have been published in ten foreign 
territories. She was previously an editor  at St. Martin’s Press in 
New York. Born and raised in Los Angeles, she now lives in 
Pittsburgh.

US: Macmillan/St. Martin’s, Summer 2022
Ages 12 Up

Page Count: TK

Translation rights sold for Wintersong: Bulgarian 
(EMAS), Czech (Albatros), German (Piper), Hungarian 
(Mano), Indonesian (Elex), Italian (Newton Compton), 

Portuguese – Brazil (Intrinseca), Romanian (Editura 
Univers), Russian (AST)



THIS MIGHT GET AWKWARD
.

Kara McDowell

❖ A swoony summer romance about a teen with undiagnosed 
social anxiety disorder who stumbles into pretending to be 
the girlfriend of the most popular guy in school…while he’s 
in a coma

❖ For fans of While You Were Sleeping and To All The Boys I 
Loved Before

Praise for One Way or Another

“Full of swoon and heartache, this sparkling snowy romance 
combines flirty banter, yummy baking, and tender emotion into a 
must-read story that is equal parts Jane Austen and Kasie West!” –

Abigail Johnson, author of Every Other Weekend

“An engaging combination of delightfully over-the-top Christmas 
swoons and realistic anxiety representation.” – Kirkus

“This book will delight readers who love watching romance at 
work, knowing that the two protagonists are meant for each other, 
and wondering: Will they ever realize it?” – School Library Journal

Kara McDowell is the author of novels for young adults. After 
receiving her BA in English Literature, she worked as a freelance 
writer and blogger before publishing her debut novel, Just for 
Clicks. Her second novel, the holiday romance One Way Or 
Another, was published in Fall 2020. She lives with her husband 
and three sons in Arizona.

US: Scholastic, Spring 2022
Ages 12 Up

Page Count: TK

Translation rights sold: Czech (Euromedia), Dutch 
(Moon), French (Milan), German (Loewe), Italian 
(Piemme), Romanian (Trei), Ukrainian (Ranok)

Seventeen-year-old Gemma’s favorite kind of beach is an empty one. 
Social interactions are too much for her to handle. She always says the 
wrong thing—if she manages to say anything at all. She can’t even 
bring herself to speak to her longtime crush, Beau Booker, without 
losing sleep over her own awkwardness.

During a solo outing to her favorite beach, Gemma realizes, to her 
horror, that the popular kids from school have shown up to throw a 
party. Before she can sneak away (and possibly puke behind the car) 
Gemma is pulled into the action and ends up talking to Beau, who 
asks her to pretend that they’re “close.” Gemma is too flustered and 
flattered to refuse, and mostly, she’s wondering why Beau is talking to 
her at all…right up until the moment when he falls off a boat, hits his 
head, and ends up in a coma.

After rescuing Beau from the water, Gemma is mistaken for Beau’s 
girlfriend by his friends and family, including his mysterious older 
brother, Griff, who has returned to town after a year away. Gemma 
tries to correct the record, but her social anxiety (and a nosy reporter) 
gets in the way at every turn. Before she knows it, she’s in too deep to 
backtrack. And when Beau’s warm, boisterous family pulls Gemma 
into their orbit, she realizes how much she wants to keep them in her 
life.

For the first time, Gemma has everything she’s ever wanted: friends, 
big family dinners, and Griff—a boy who she can be herself around. 
But how can she embrace her new dream life when everything is built 
on a lie?



GILDED

Long ago cursed by the god of lies, a poor miller’s daughter 
has developed a talent for spinning stories that are fantastical 
and spellbinding and entirely untrue.

Or so everyone believes.

When one of Serilda’s outlandish tales draws the attention of 
the sinister Erlking and his undead hunters, she finds herself 
swept away into a grim world where ghouls and phantoms 
prowl the earth and hollow-eyed ravens track her every 
move. The king orders Serilda to complete the impossible 
task of spinning straw into gold, or be killed for telling 
falsehoods. In her desperation, Serilda unwittingly summons 
a mysterious boy to her aid. He agrees to help her…for a 
price. Love isn’t meant to be part of the bargain.

Soon Serilda realizes that there is more than one secret 
hidden in the castle walls, including an ancient curse that 
must be broken if she hopes to end the tyranny of the king 
and his wild hunt forever.

Marissa Meyer❖ A dark and romantic reimagining of Rumpelstiltskin 
from #1 New York Times bestselling author Marissa 
Meyer

❖ Marissa Meyer’s fairytale retellings launched her to 
literary stardom

❖ The first in a much-anticipated duology

❖ Cover reveal on io9

Praise for The Lunar Chronicles

“Marissa Meyer rocks the fractured fairytale genre.” – The 
Seattle Times

“Epic awesome.” – Bustle

“Terrific.” – Los Angeles Times

“A binge-reading treat.” – MTV

“Takes the classic to a whole new level.” – NPR

US: Macmillan/Feiwel & Friends, November 2021
Ages 12 Up
Book 1 of 2

Page Count: 512

Translation rights sold: Russian (AST)

Lunar Chronicles translation rights sold in 37 territories: Please 
contact Sam Farkas for full list.

Marissa Meyer is the #1 New York Times―and USA 
Today―bestselling author of The Lunar Chronicles 
quartet, and the stand-alone novel Heartless, also a 
#1 New York Times bestseller. She lives in Tacoma 
with her husband and their children.

https://io9.gizmodo.com/marissa-meyer-reveals-her-next-book-cover-gilded-and-1846349606


INSTANT KARMA
In this young adult contemporary romance, a girl is
suddenly gifted the ability to cast instant karma on those
around her—both good and bad.

Chronic overachiever Prudence Daniels is quick to cast
judgment on the lazy, rude, and arrogant residents of her
coastal town. Her dreams of karmic justice are fulfilled when,
during a night out with her friends, she slips on a spilled
drink and hits her head, only to wake up with the sudden
ability to cast instant karma on those around her.

Pru giddily makes use of her power, punishing everyone
from public vandals to karaoke hecklers, but there is one
person on whom her powers constantly backfire: Quint
Erickson, her slacker of a lab partner and all-around mortal
enemy.

Over the course of a summer, Pru begins to uncover truths
about Quint, her peers, and even herself that reveal how thin
the line is between virtue and vanity, generosity and greed—
and love and hate.

Marissa Meyer❖ Optioned by HBO Max!

❖ A brand new rom com from the #1 New York Times 
bestselling author of The Lunar Chronicles, the 
Renegades series, and Heartless

❖ Marissa brings her signature swoony romances to an 
idyllic seaside town with just a touch of magic!

❖ Marissa Meyer has written 12 New York Times 
bestsellers and her books have sold over five million 
copies around the world

❖ The Lunar Chronicles have been translated in over 35 
languages

Praise for Instant Karma

An Instant New York Times Bestseller

“The story’s heart makes it a romantic tale well worth 
reading, and the inclusion of marine life rescue centers is an 
added bonus…This seems fated to be another bestseller for 

Meyer.”
– Booklist

US: Macmillan/Feiwel & Friends, November 2020
ANZ: Pan Macmillan

Ages 12 Up
Page Count: 512

Translation Rights Sold: Czech (Albatros), French (Pocket 
Jeunesse), Hungarian (Konyvmolykepzo), Spanish – Latin 

America (V&R), Portuguese – Brazil (Rocco), Russian (AST), 
Spanish – Spain (Hidra), Vietnamese (Hoa Hoc Tro)

Marissa Meyer is the #1 New York Times―and USA 
Today―bestselling author of The Lunar Chronicles 
quartet, and the stand-alone novel Heartless, also a 
#1 New York Times bestseller. She lives in Tacoma 
with her husband and their children.



A New Look for THE LUNAR CHRONICLES
Marissa Meyer

US: Macmillan/Feiwel & Friends

The international phenomenon with over 5 million copies sold
Lunar Chronicles translation rights sold in 37 territories: Please 

contact Sam Farkas for full list.



TERCIEL AND ELINOR

In the Old Kingdom, a land of ancient and often terrible magics, 
eighteen year-old orphan Terciel learns the art of necromancy
from his great aunt Tizanael. But not to raise the Dead, rather to 
lay them to rest. He is the Abhorsen-in-Waiting, and Tizanael is 
the Abhorsen, the latest in a long line of people whose task it is to 
make sure the Dead do not return to Life.

Across the Wall in Ancelstierre, a steam-age country where magic 
usually does not work, nineteen year-old Elinor lives a secluded 
life, her only friends an old governess and an even older groom 
who was once a famous circus performer. Her mother is a tyrant, 
who is feared by all despite her sickness and impending 
death…but perhaps there is even more to fear from that.

Elinor does not know she is deeply connected to the Old 
Kingdom, nor that magic can sometimes come across the Wall, 
until a plot by an ancient enemy of the Abhorsens brings Terciel
and Tizanael to Ancelstierre. In a single day of fire and death and 
loss, Elinor finds herself set on a path which will take her into the 
Old Kingdom, into Terciel’s life, and will embroil her in the 
struggle of the Abhorsens against the Dead who will not stay 
dead.

Garth Nix
v Bestselling novelist Garth Nix returns to the Old Kingdom 

for the never-before-told love story of Sabriel’s parents, 
Terciel and Elinor, and the charter magic that brought them 
together—and threatened to tear them apart. A long awaited 
prequel to a classic fantasy series.

v The Old Kingdom series has sold over 2.5 million books 
worldwide

Praise for The Old Kingdom

“There is no joy like returning to the Old Kingdom. Nix sets the 
standard for fantasy.” – Leigh Bardugo, New York Times bestselling 

author of Shadow and Bone

“One of the greatest living fantasy writers…I will never get 
enough of the Old Kingdom.” – Sarah J. Maas, New York Times 

bestselling author of A Court of Thorns and Roses

“Readers who like their fantasy intense in action, magisterial in 
scope, and apocalyptic in consequences will revel in every word,” 

– Kirkus, starred review for Lirael

”Australia’s top fantasy author.” – Canberra Sunday Times

”This one is breathtaking, bittersweet, and utterly unforgettable.” 
– Kirkus, starred review for Abhorsen

Garth Nix is a New York Times bestselling novelist and has 
been a full-time writer since 2001, but he has also worked as 
a literary agent, marketing consultant, book editor, book 
publicist, book sales representative, bookseller, and as a part-
time soldier in the Australian Army Reserve.

US: HarperCollins/Katherine Tegen Books, November 2021
UK: Hot Key, November 2021

ANZ: Allen & Unwin, November 2021
Page Count: 560Old Kingdom translation rights sold in 30 

languages: Please contact Sam Farkas for full list.

Translation rights sold: German (Random House), Hebrew 
(Utz), Romanian (Litera), Russian (Azbooka-Atticus), Spanish 

(Roca)



Sabriel 25th Anniversary Edition

Sent to boarding school in Ancelstierre as a young child, Sabriel 
has had little experience with the random power of Free Magic or 
the Dead who refuse to stay dead in the Old Kingdom. But during 
her final semester, her father, the Abhorsen, goes missing, and 
Sabriel knows she must enter the Old Kingdom to find him. She 
soon finds companions in Mogget, a cat whose aloof manner 
barely conceals its malevolent spirit, and Touchstone, a young 
Charter Mage long imprisoned by magic, now free in body but 
still trapped by painful memories.

As the three travel deep into the Old Kingdom, threats mount on 
all sides. And every step brings them closer to a battle that will pit 
them against the true forces of life and death—and bring Sabriel 
face-to-face with her own destiny.

Garth Nix
v A 25th anniversary hardcover edition of the first installment 

in the Old Kingdom series, from master of fantasy and 
globally bestselling author Garth Nix

v Exclusive content and the original cover artwork by Leo and 
Diane Dillon

v Garth Nix has sold over six million books around the world

Praise for Sabriel

“There is no joy like returning to the Old Kingdom. Nix sets the 
standard for fantasy.” – Leigh Bardugo, New York Times bestselling 

author of Shadow and Bone

“One of the greatest living fantasy writers…I will never get 
enough of the Old Kingdom.” – Sarah J. Maas, New York Times 

bestselling author of A Court of Thorns and Roses

“Sabriel is a winner, a fantasy that reads like realism. Here is a 
world with the same solidity and four-dimensional authority as 

our own, created with invention, clarity, and intelligence.” – Philip 
Pullman, author of the His Dark Materials trilogy

“Rich, complex, involving, hard to put down, this first novel, an 
Australian import, is excellent high fantasy.” – Publishers Weekly

“A page-turner for sure” – Booklist, starred review

Garth Nix is a New York Times bestselling novelist and has 
been a full-time writer since 2001, but he has also worked as 
a literary agent, marketing consultant, book editor, book 
publicist, book sales representative, bookseller, and as a part-
time soldier in the Australian Army Reserve.

US: HarperCollins/Katherine Tegen Books, August 2021
UK: Hot Key, August 2021

ANZ: Allen & Unwin
Page Count: 352

Old Kingdom translation rights sold in 30 
languages: Please contact Sam Farkas for full list.



A New Look for the Old Kingdom

Now available from Hot Key Books



THE LEFT-HANDED BOOKSELLERS OF LONDON

A girl’s quest to find her father leads her to an extended family 
of magical fighting booksellers who police the mythical Old 
World of England when it intrudes on the modern world. From 
the bestselling master of fantasy, Garth Nix.

In a slightly alternate London in 1983, Susan Arkshaw is looking 
for her father, a man she has never met. Crime boss Frank 
Thringley might be able to help her, but Susan doesn’t get time to 
ask Frank any questions before he is turned to dust by the prick of 
a silver hatpin in the hands of the outrageously attractive Merlin.

Merlin is a young left-handed bookseller (one of the fighting 
ones), who with the right-handed booksellers (the intellectual 
ones), are an extended family of magical beings who police the 
mythic and legendary Old World when it intrudes on the modern 
world, in addition to running several bookshops.

Merlin has a quest of his own: to find the Old World entity who 
used ordinary criminals to kill his mother. As he and his sister, 
the right-handed bookseller Vivien, tread in the path of a botched 
or covered-up police investigation from years past, they find this 
quest strangely overlaps with Susan’s. Who or what was her 
father? Susan, Merlin, and Vivien must find out, as the Old World 
erupts dangerously into the New.

Garth Nix
v An international bestseller!

v A young woman teams up with a secret society of magicians 
to find her missing father and stop an ancient entity from 
unleashing chaos on London

v With over six million books in print, Garth Nix is one of the 
biggest players in YA Fantasy, and his books have been 
translated into over 42 languages

Praise for The Left-Handed Booksellers of London

“This is my favorite kind of tale, one where magic and the real 
nest together like pages in a book. A delightful read.” – V.E. 

Schwab, #1 New York Times bestselling author of the Shades of 
Magic series

“A warm, whimsical delight—The Left-Handed Booksellers of London 
is a witty, clever adventure in an exquisitely detailed world you 

will love escaping into.” – Veronica Roth, #1 New York Times 
bestselling author of the Divergent series

“Readers will beg for more adventures in this London.” – Kirkus

“A fantasy that genre fans, teen or adult, won’t want to miss.”
– Publishers Weekly

“A thrilling, suspenseful romp with lots of humor and romantic 
tension.” – Horn Book

Garth Nix is a New York Times bestselling novelist and has 
been a full-time writer since 2001, but he has also worked as 
a literary agent, marketing consultant, book editor, book 
publicist, book sales representative, bookseller, and as a part-
time soldier in the Australian Army Reserve.

US: HarperCollins/Katherine Tegen Books, September 2020
UK: Gollancz, September 2020

ANZ: Allen & Unwin, September 2020
Page Count: 416

Old Kingdom translation rights sold in 30 
languages: Please contact Sam Farkas for full list.

Translation rights sold: German (Random House), Hebrew (Utz), 
Romanian (Litera), Russian (Azbooka-Atticus), Spanish (Roca)



Over 1 million copies sold. Now available from Scholastic and Hot Key Books.
All seven books optioned to Herschend Studios



THE KNOCKOUT

If Kareena Thakkar is going to humiliate and alienate herself from the 
entire Indian community, she might as well do it gloriously.

At least, that’s what Kareena is telling herself now that she has finally 
come clean about being a Muay Thai fighter—and landing an 
invitation to the biggest Muay Thai competition in the country, which 
could lead to a spot on the first ever Muay Thai Olympics team. 
Something she believes the Indian community will frown upon.

Which is inconvenient, since she’s starting to fall for the likes of Amit 
Patel. Amit could possibly be the world’s most perfect Indian: a 
model son, student, and temple-goer. He’s also a genius-level 
programmer whose abstract mind may have just unlocked the next 
biggest tech development since the smartphone. As far as Indians go, 
he’s a gift to the community—a very, very handsome one.

Admitting her feelings for Amit will cost Kareena more than just her 
pride—he is a distraction, and she needs to maintain her focus before 
the big fight.

If she can pull it off, then the Olympics might be within reach.

Sajni Patel
❖ Part When Dimple Met Rishi, part Rocky Balboa, featuring a 

heroine in both sports and STEM!

❖ Sajni Patel writes swoony romance, but she also excels at 
crafting gorgeous friendships and parent-child relationships

Praise for The Knockout

“Patel’s THE KNOCKOUT is exactly that—a knockout of a smart, 
heartfelt rom-com with a driven, practical heroine. The love story is 

sweet, the family relationships are tender, and the martial arts 
competition is fierce. Plus, just the right amount of high school 
drama keeps the pages turning!” – Kendare Blake, #1 New York 

Times bestselling author of the Three Dark Crowns series

“Kareena’s story is both an inspiring glimpse into the world of 
Muay Thai, and also a bold manifesto for today’s teems about 

embracing friendships and community while finding the courage to 
be unapologetically yourself. A true knockout of a book!” - Marissa 

Meyer, #1 New York Times bestselling author of The Lunar 
Chronicles, Heartless, and the Renegades Trilogy

“Kareena is the kind of badass heroine I would’ve loved as an 
Indian-American teenager!” – Shaila Patel, award-winning author of 

The Soulmated Series

“Sajni Patel has created a knockout in Kareena Thakkar, a lovable 
Muay Thai champion who fights for her family, her friends, and 

fierce girls everywhere.” – Sarah Denning, author of Gravity

US: Flux, January 2021
Ages 12 Up

Page Count: 360

Sajni Patel is the author of the adult contemporary romance, The 
Trouble With Hating You, published in May 2020 by Forever, and 
First Love, Take Two, coming in September 2021. Her YA novels 
include The Knockout published in January 2021, and My Sister’s 
Big Fat Indian Wedding, which sold at auction to Abrams for 
publication in Spring 2022. Prior to her writing career, she worked 
in aerospace research with the chairman of the Indian Space 
Research Organisation. Born in India, she currently lives in Texas 
with her family.



MY SISTER’S BIG FAT INDIAN WEDDING
Zurika Damani is a naturally gifted violinist, with a particular love for 
hip hop beats. But her parents expect her to be realistic when it comes 
to choosing the right college path, encouraging her to purse law like 
her older sisters. Even if music is her dream. Her everything.

Her family will be happy though, because a rejection from her first 
pick music college just landed in her inbox. There’s only one last 
hope—a prominent music contest judged by a panel of college scouts.

The only problem? This coveted competition happens to take place 
during Zuri’s sister’s extravagant wedding week. And Zuri has 
already been warned, repeatedly, that she is not to miss a single 
moment. But there has to be a way out. Zuri’s future depends on it, 
even if it takes some lies and subterfuge.

In the midst of the chaos, Zuri’s mom is tailspinning into match-
making mode with the groom’s South African cousin Naveen—who 
just happens to be a cocky vocalist set on stealing Zuri’s spotlight at 
the scouting competition. And he’s always way too handsome for his 
own good. For anyone’s good, particularly Zuri’s.

Now all she has to do is wow the judges for a top spot, evade getting 
caught by her parents, resist Naveen’s charms, and…not mess up her 
sister’s big fat Indian wedding. What could possibly go wrong?

Sajni Patel
❖ A fierce and funny celebration of music and family, featuring 

a brilliant Indian American protagonist who is unafraid to go 
after her dreams

❖ Sold in a four-way auction to Abrams/Amulet

Praise for The Knockout

“Patel’s THE KNOCKOUT is exactly that—a knockout of a smart, 
heartfelt rom-com with a driven, practical heroine. The love story is 

sweet, the family relationships are tender, and the martial arts 
competition is fierce. Plus, just the right amount of high school 
drama keeps the pages turning!” – Kendare Blake, #1 New York 

Times bestselling author of the Three Dark Crowns series

“Kareena’s story is both an inspiring glimpse into the world of 
Muay Thai, and also a bold manifesto for today’s teems about 

embracing friendships and community while finding the courage to 
be unapologetically yourself. A true knockout of a book!” - Marissa 

Meyer, #1 New York Times bestselling author of The Lunar 
Chronicles, Heartless, and the Renegades Trilogy

“Kareena is the kind of badass heroine I would’ve loved as an 
Indian-American teenager!” – Shaila Patel, award-winning author of 

The Soulmated Series

“Sajni Patel has created a knockout in Kareena Thakkar, a lovable 
Muay Thai champion who fights for her family, her friends, and 

fierce girls everywhere.” – Sarah Denning, author of Gravity

US: Abrams/Amulet, April 2022
Ages 12 Up

Page Count: TK

Sajni Patel is the author of the adult contemporary romance, The 
Trouble With Hating You, published in May 2020 by Forever, and 
First Love, Take Two, coming in September 2021. Her YA novels 
include The Knockout published in January 2021, and My Sister’s 
Big Fat Indian Wedding, which sold at auction to Abrams for 
publication in Spring 2022. Prior to her writing career, she worked 
in aerospace research with the chairman of the Indian Space 
Research Organisation. Born in India, she currently lives in Texas 
with her family.



WELL, THAT WAS UNEXPECTED

When her mother finds her about to have sex with her boyfriend, 
Sharlot Cintra finds herself whisked away from LA to Indonesia. A 
place Sharlot knows nothing about, but her mother thinks she has 
become too loose, and a summer getting back to their roots will be 
exactly what they both need.

George Clooney Tanuwijaya is a normal, healthy teen boy who enjoys 
doing normal, healthy teen boy things. It’s therefore very unfortunate 
when his father happens to walk in at the wrong moment. His family—
one of the wealthiest, most famed in Indonesia—has a reputation to 
uphold. George is expected to have a normal relationship. With a 
human being.

Sharlot’s mother and George’s father are determined to ensure their 
respective offspring find the right kind of romantic partner. So they do 
what any "good" parent would do: they (unbeknownst, of course, to 
said offspring) strike up a conversation with one another on ShareIt, a 
popular Indonesian social media app. Essentially... a double catfish.

When Sharlot and George find out about their parents’ transgressions, 
they’re horrified. Not just because it’s a serious invasion of privacy, but 
because their supposed love match is clearly terrible—stuffy, boring, 
and totally stuck in the last century. They agree to one meet up, mostly 
to shut their parents up. One. But when the media gets wind of their 
date thanks to George’s family’s prominence, things quickly spiral. 
When Sharlot and her family get swept up in a highly publicized trip to 
Bali to support the Tanuwijaya family business, everyone has a role to 
play. And a secret to keep.

But not even a trip to one of the most romantic places on earth could 
possibly make Sharlot and George fall for one another. It’s just a game. 
But as the layers peel back and the person they thought they knew is 
blurred, the truth becomes more complicated. Who is Sharlot, really? 
Who is George? As unlikely as it may seem, did their parents manage 
to find their true match after all?

Jesse Q. Sutanto
❖ Preempted by Random House/Delacorte in a major deal!

❖ By turns hilarious and heartwarming, Well, That Was 
Unexpected is a spectacular love story—first love, family 
love, and love of Indonesia

Praise for Dial A for Aunties

“Utterly clever, deeply funny, and altogether charming.” –
Emily Henry, bestselling author of Beach Read

“I LOVED it. Whip-smart, original, and so funny. I found it 
impossible to put down and lost count of the number of times I 

laughed out loud.” - Beth O’Leary, Sunday Times bestselling 
author of The Switch

“A rip-roaring treat! Dark comedy at its finest!” – Abigail 
Mann, author of The Lonely Fajita

“The comedy jackpot! Fresh, funny, and fabulous.” – Kirsty 
Eyre, author of Cow Girl

Jesse Q Sutanto is an author of books for children and adults. 
Her debut romance, Dial A for Aunties, sold at auction to Berkley 
and will be published in April 2021. She is also the author of Theo 
Tan and the Fox Spirit, the first in a middle grade series set to 
publish in early 2022 from Imprint, and The Obsession, a YA novel 
from Sourcebooks Fire. She received her Masters from the 
University of Oxford. She grew up in Indonesia and Singapore 
and currently lives in Jakarta with her husband and two 
daughters.

US: Random House/Delacorte, Fall 2022
Page Count: TK



SKY BREAKER

Rise up with the dawn or perish in the dark.

Enebish has been deceived by everyone she once considered a friend. 
On the run across the tundra, her only allies are her best friend Serik 
and a band of ill-tempered shepherds. Her only hope of bringing 
peace to Ashkar is to unite the people of the Protected Territories 
and make a stand against the tyrannical  Sky King and the hostile 
nation  of Zemya. But that’s easier said than done. As supplies 
dwindle, the shepherds become far more desperate for food and 
comfort than freedom.

Meanwhile, Zemyan forces have stormed the Ashkarian capital. 
Imperial Army Commander Ghoa throws all of her power into a last-
ditch effort to save her king, only to be abandoned by her fellow 
warriors. Held captive in a prison forged of magic and tortured by 
the zealous sorcerer Kartok, Ghoa learns his true ambitions lie far 
beyond the warring countries—he wants vengeance on the gods 
themselves.

The war between Ashkar and Zemya began centuries ago as a feud 
among the gods. Now it’s up to the two most hated people on the 
continent—the monstrous outcast, Enebish, and the notorious war 
criminal, Ghoa—to heal that spiritual divide before Kartok brings the 
skies crashing down on all of them.

Addie Thorleyv Sky Breaker expands the world—and the magic—of Night 
Spinner, seeing Enebish and Ghoa journey across icy tundra 
and lush forests in search of peace

v An epic conclusion to this dazzling and brilliantly original 
duology

Praise for Night Spinner

“Thorley’s strength lies at the intersection of worldbuilding and 
plotting, melding familiar tropes…with a gyre of duplicity and 

scheming that alternatively meets and subverts 
expectations…[L]eaves fans of fantasy, mystery, and thrillers 

clamoring for more.” – Kirkus

“This is a story of manipulation and deceit, of honor and 
loyalty…the first person narration effectively delivers a personal 

view of this world that puts readers firmly on the side of its 
earnest heroine.” – Booklist

“Readers will enjoy this fast-paced adventure, enticed by all of the 
narrative’s twists and turns…A thrilling retelling” – School Library 

Journal

“Readers will applaud [Enebish’s] journey toward empowerment. 
The combination of tangible spirituality, battle magic, and steppe-

inspired setting may appeal to readers who enjoyed [Emily A.] 
Duncan’s Wicked Saints.” - BCCB

US: Page Street, May 2021
Book 2 of 2
Ages 12 Up

Page Count: 400

Translation rights sold: Portuguese – Portugal (2020 Editora), 
Spanish (Onyx)

Addie Thorley’s debut novel, An Affair of Poisons, was 
chosen as a Barnes and Noble “Discover Great New Writers” 
selection and was a YALSA Best Fiction for Young Adults 
Nominee. Her next book, Night Spinner, was published in 
February 2022. Before becoming a full-time writer, she 
graduated with a degree in journalism from the University 
of Utah.



IMPOSTORS
Scott Westerfeld

Frey and Rafi are inseparable…but very few have ever seen them 
together.

This is because Frey is Rafi’s double, raised in the shadows of their 
father’s fortress. While Rafi has been taught to charm, Frey has 
been taught to kill. Frey only exists to protect her sister, the heir to 
the city of Shreve. There is no other part of her life.

Frey has never been out in the world on her own—until her father 
sends her in Rafi’s place to act as collateral for a dangerous deal 
with the rival city of Victoria. Everyone thinks she’s her sister—
but Col, the heir to Victoria, is starting to get close enough to tell 
the difference. As the stakes grow higher and higher, Frey must 
decide whether she can trust him—or anyone in her life.

With Impostors, master storyteller Scott Westerfeld returns with a 
new standalone series set in the same world of his mega-
bestselling Uglies, which has sold millions of copies worldwide.

v The gripping, high-stakes series for a new generation, set in the 
mega-bestselling Uglies universe, featuring all new characters

v The Uglies series is coming to Netflix!

v Instant New York Times bestseller

v The third book in the series, Mirror’s Edge, will publish in 
April 2021

Praise for Impostors

“Impressive, immaculately plotted sci-fi full of twists.” – Kirkus

“A fun-filled, action-adventure, science fiction story that can either 
be a great introduction to the Uglies universe, or a welcoming return. 

Highly recommended.” – School Library Journal

“In narrator Frey, Westerfeld presents a strong, complex heroine who 
learns to be her own person, not just a carbon copy. Themes such as 

environmental conservation and individual freedom deepen the 
story right up to its explosive finale, which will leave readers looking 

forward to the next installment.” – Publishers Weekly

“Even if readers aren’t familiar with the original series, they’ll still 
enjoy this well-placed novel from start to finish...Westerfeld’s many, 
many fans will line up for this return to the world of his uberpopular 

Uglies.” – Booklist

US and UK: Scholastic, September 2018 ANZ: Allen & Unwin, September 
2018

Book 1 of 4
Ages 12 Up

Page Count: 416

Scott Westerfeld is the author of The New York Times 
bestselling Leviathan series, Afterworlds, the Uglies
series, The Last Days, Peeps, So Yesterday, and the 
Midnighters trilogy.

Translation rights sold: French (Pocket Jeunesse), Norwegian 
(Vigmostad & Bjorke), Portuguese - Brazil (Record), Russian 

(Eksmo)
**Uglies translation rights handled by Simon & Schuster



Book 4

Cover and Title
to be revealed via a 

dedicated social 
media campaign

in May 2021

A New Look for IMPOSTORS
Scott Westerfeld



THE UNDEAD TRUTH OF US
Britney Lewis

Fifteen-year-old Zharie Young—Z—can see zombies.

In fact, she is absolutely sure that Mama morphed into a 
zombie before her untimely death, and she can’t seem to 
figure out why—why Mama died, and why, ever since, 
she’s been seeing other zombies everywhere.

It doesn’t come as a shock when she witnesses her new 
neighbor—skater boy Bo, who is too cute and too charming 
for anyone’s good—transform into the undead right before 
her. But this time, it’s different. Bo’s only half zombie, and 
only some of the time. Z decides to spend more time with 
him to “investigate,” and she soon finds that he breaks all 
the classic rules she knew about zombies. Maybe if she 
better understands Bo, she’ll be able to untangle the 
questions she has about Mama’s transformation.  Mama’s 
death, too. Because zombies aren’t supposed to “die” so 
easily, right?

Determined, Z is ready to do whatever it takes to find 
closure. As she slowly unravels what’s real and what’s 
magic, she learns a new truth about the world: love can 
literally change you—for good or for dead.

v A unique and gorgeous surrealist journey through grief, fear, 
hope, and love

v Sold to Disney-Hyperion in a two-book deal

v For fans of Emily X.R. Pan’s The Astonishing Color of After

US: Disney-Hyperion, Spring 2022
Ages 12 Up

Page Count: TK

Translation rights handled by Disney-Hyperion

Britney Lewis has a B.A. in corporate 
communications with an emphasis in business and 
art. When she isn’t daydreaming about new stories, 
she can be found binge-watching TV shows with her 
fiancé and her pup or practicing West Coast Swing. 
She lives in Kansas City.





FOLLOW THE OCTOPUS
Jeremy “JB” Barnes is looking forward to spending his summer 
before seventh grade hanging on the beach. But his mother, a 
scientist, has called for him to join her aboard the Oceania II, a 
research ship stationed in the middle of the Pacific Ocean where 
he’ll spend his summer seasick and bored as he stares out at the 
endless plastic, microbeads, and other floating debris that make up  
the Great Pacific Garbage Pile.

Miles and miles away, Sidney Miller is trying to come up with an 
alternate activity worthy of convincing her overprotective parents 
that she can skip summer camp. She banks on them being 
impressed that she takes to the airwaves hosting an in-depth 
podcast about dreams.

When Jeremy is given a simple assignment to find the contact 
information for a list of important international scientists and 
invite them to attend a last minute Emergency Global Summit, 
he’s excited to have a chance to actually do something. How could 
he have known that the Sidney Miller he emailed was not the 
famous marine biologist he had been tasked with contacting, but a 
thirteen year old girl posting blogs from her bedroom? There’s no 
way a thirteen year old would just show  up on the ship, is there?

Nora Raleigh Baskin and Gae Polisner

v A fun and timely middle grade novel that tackles important 
environmental issues

v The writing duo behind Seven Clues to Home

Praise for Seven Clues to Home

“I read this whole book with a lump in my throat. A perfect gem.” –
Wendy Mass, New York Times best-selling author of The 

Candymakers

“A charming mystery and a real meditation on the complexities of 
the young heart in love.” – Tony Abbott, author of The Copernicus 

Legacy

“I truly loved it! Baskin and Polisner seamlessly unfold one 
touching relationship after another in this gorgeous story about 
everlasting friendship. This tender tale is indelibly etched on my 

heart.” – Leslie Connor, award-winning author of The Truth As Told 
By Mason Buttle

“This is complex storytelling from two experienced writers, with a 
delivery that feels both seamless and well-paced.” – Kirkus

US: Macmillan/Henry Holt Books for Young 
Readers, April 2022

Ages 9-13
Page Count: TK

*Please note that Gae Polisner is represented by 
Dystel, Goderich & Bourret

Nora Raleigh Baskin is the award-winning author of books for 
children and teens, including Anything But Typical (winner of 
the ALA Schneider Family Book Award), The Summer Before 
Boys, and Nine, Ten: A September 11 Story. She lives with her 
family in Connecticut.

Gae Polisner is a lawyer by trade, but a writer by calling. She 
lives on Long Island with her husband, two sons, and dog 
named Charlie. When Gae isn’t lawyering or writing, you can 
find her in a pool or the open waters off Long Island.



VIOLETS ARE BLUE
For twelve-year-old Wren, life is suddenly full of big changes: her 
parents’ divorce and Dad’s remarriage, her move with Mom to a 
new town. So she distracts herself with a new obsession: watching 
special effects makeup videos by internet sensation Cat FX.

Of all the fantasy characters Cat FX recreates, Wren’s favorite is 
the mermaid, but somehow she can’t duplicate Cat FX’s technique. 
Is something missing?

When Mom insists Wren pull herself away from her laptop, Wren 
agrees to do makeup for the middle school production of the 
musical Wicked. Soon she’s so involved with the show, her 
friendship with Poppy, and dealing with Kai’s crus that she isn’t 
focused on Mom’s disappearances. Or the weird lock on Mom’s 
bedroom door. Or the number of pill bottles in Mom’s medicine 
cabinet.

But when Wren can’t ignore Mom’s behavior any longer, she sets 
out to find Cat FX, hoping her longtime idol will shine some light 
on her situation. Will Cat FX reveal the secret of the mermaid—
and possibly something about real life?

From the critically-acclaimed author of Maybe He Just Likes You and 
My Life in the Fish Tank comes a moving and relatable novel about 
secrets, family, and the power of forgiveness.

Barbara Dee
v Barbara Dee has made a name for herself writing about 

difficult topics in an accessible, kid-friendly way. Here, she 
turns her attention to opioid addiction

Praise for My Life in the Fish Tank

“A carefully crafted blend of realism, age-appropriate sensibilities, 
and children’s interests.” – Kirkus

“Perfect for readers looking for something a little extra special.”
– Booklist

"Once again, Barbara Dee writes about important topics with 
intelligence, nuance, and grace. She earned all the accolades 

for Maybe He Just Likes You and will earn them for My Life in the Fish 
Tank too."

- Kimberly Brubaker Bradley, author of Newbery Honor Book The 
War That Saved My Life

"Author Barbara Dee deftly weaves in themes of friendship, family, 
and secrets, while also reminding us all to accept what we can't 

control. I truly loved every moment of this emotional and gripping 
novel, with its notes of hope that linger long after the last page."

- Lindsay Currie, author of The Peculiar Incident on Shady 
Street and Scritch Scratch

"My Life in the Fish Tank rings true for its humor, insight, and 
honesty. Zinny is an appealing narrator, and her friendships with 

supporting characters are beautifully drawn."
- Laura Shovan, author of Takedown and A Place at the Table

"This touching novel will go a long way in providing 
understanding and empathy for young readers. Highly 

recommended."
- Donna Gephart, award-winning author of Lily and Dunkin and The 

Paris Project

Barbara Dee is the author of over a dozen highly acclaimed 
middle grade novels, including My Life in the Fish Tank, Maybe 
He Just Likes You, Everything I Know About You, Sta-Crossed, and 
Halfway Normal. Her books frequently appear on “best of” lists 
and have received numerous starred reviews. She has authored 
viral blog posts about inclusivity in children’s book publishing, 
and frequently appears at schools, conferences, and in media 
outlets to discuss her work and the handling of sensitive topics 
in middle grade fiction.

US: Aladdin, September 2021
Ages 9-13

Page Count: 304



After two years spent 
fighting cancer, Norah 

must readjust to “normal” 
middle school in this 

“powerful story about 
surviving and thriving” 
(School Library Journal, 

starred review).

After an unwanted hug—
and smirks and 

comments—Mila realizes 
she is the target of the 
boys’ harassment. A 

powerful exploration of 
#MeToo for a younger 

audience.

When Zinny’s older 
brother is diagnosed with 

bipolar disorder, her 
family’s world is turned 

upside down. A powerful 
story of learning how to 

grow, change, and 
survive. 

According to Finley, boys 
can be put into three 
categories: tadpoles, 

croakers, and frogs. When 
her list falls into the 

wrong hands, it causes a 
battle of the sexes that 

turns into an all-out war.

Translation rights have sold in multiple territories. Please contact Sam Farkas for a full list.

Discover Barbara Dee

US: Aladdin, Available Now. Ages 9-13



THE LION OF MARS
For his entire life, eleven-year-old Bell has lived on Mars with six 
adults, four kids, one cat, and a lot of rules. Don’t go outside 
without a buddy. Rovers are off-limits for children. And 
never, ever contact the foreign settlements.

It’s better for the settlers to be alone—or so says the stern 
commander, Sai. There is no need to rely on others when they 
have everything they need in the bunker built into Mars’s lava 
tubes, including an algae farm where Bell grows food for the 
settlement.

But lately, things have been going wrong. A crashed rover. A dust 
storm that drains the power. A shortage of medicine. For the most 
part, the settlers cope on their own, but when a supply ship brings 
a virus that makes all the adults sick, Bell sets out for help.

In doing so, he discovers that the other settlements aren’t as 
dangerous as he was led to believe. But how can Bell show 
Commander Sai that they don’t have to remain isolated on this 
strange red planet? And when Earth Command orders the 
settlements to cease contact due to international tensions millions 
of miles away, Bell and the others must prove that friendship is 
more powerful than fear, and that the best way to survive in a new 
world is to work together.

Jennifer L. Holm
v A big-hearted, dramatic new middle grade novel from the 

award-winning and bestselling author of The Fourteenth 
Goldfish

v A story of human connection and courage, especially poignant 
in today’s era of social distancing and closed borders

v STEM focus! The Lion of Mars imagines a version of Mars 
settlements based on real science

v Jennifer Holm’s most recent middle grade novels, The 
Fourteenth Goldfish and The Third Mushroom, have sold over 
500,000 copies and been translated into 18 languages

Praise for The Lion of Mars

“The plot and setting are elegantly simple, yet the story proves 
completely engaging, driven by a charming cast of gentle characters 

and, more so, by Holm’s lean, measured prose, which moves 
briskly and seems to strike a resonant note on every page.” –

Booklist, starred review

“Holm’s science fiction setting is rendered with  a keen sense of 
place grounded by identifiable sociofamilial relationships…and a 
clear philosophy about the power of cooperation: ‘Lions who are 
rejected by their pride do not survive long.’” – Publishers Weekly, 

starred review

“The characters are endearing, the story is compelling, and the book 
has a positive but not didactic message…A delightful space 

adventure.” – Kirkus

Jennifer L Holm is the award-winning and bestselling author of 
multiple novels for young readers. Her debut novel, Our Only 
May Amelia, was a Newbery Honor book, and she has received 
two subsequent Newbery Honors for Penny from Heaven and 
Turtle in Paradise. Her novel Full of Beans won the Scott O’Dell 
Award for historical Fiction. She is also the author of the Ginny 
Davis series, the Boston Jane series, and the New York Times 
bestselling The Fourteenth Goldfish and its sequel, The Third 
Mushroom. With her brother Matthew, she is the co-creator of 
multiple award-winning and bestselling graphic novels, 
including the Babymouse series, the Squish series, and the 
Sunny series. She lives in California.

US: Random House, January 2021
Ages 8-12

Page Count: 272

Translation rights sold: Italian (Rizzoli), Japanese (Holp 
Shuppan), Korean (Dasan), Spanish – School Market (Tekman)



What would life really be like on Mars?
When I was growing up and heard the term “Martian” I usually pictured a green 
alien with big black eyes. But the truth is that it’s future kids who will be the first 
Martians.

What will it be like for the first generation of children growing up on Mars? How 
will they think of the “old country” – Earth—a world they have never visited? 
They will be the first humans to live their entire lives on Mars. They will grow up 
mostly inside—perhaps underground, or in some other habitat. (With COVID 
lockdowns, we have had a very small taste of what the isolation will be like on 
Mars.) They won’t be playing soccer in the grass or swimming at the beach? How 
will the Martian environment affect their bodies? How will they communicate? 
How will they come together to create the new Martian society? Will they look to 
Earth to form their new world? Or will they do something different? Something 
distinctly Martian? And how much control will they allow Earth to have on the 
Red Planet?

- Jennifer L. Holm on THE LION OF MARS

US: Random House, January 2021
Ages 8-12

Page Count: TK

Translation rights sold: Italian (Rizzoli), Japanese (Holp 
Shuppan), Korean (Dasan), Spanish – School Market (Tekman)



THE STOLEN PRINCE OF CLOUDBURST

Esther is a middle child, in her own mind a pale reflection of 
siblings who are bright, shining stars. Her mother doesn’t 
show the slightest bit of interest, no matter what Esther does. 
Still, she’s content to go back to school, do her best, hang out 
with her friends, and let others take care of things.

But her best friends aren’t at school when she gets there. Why 
didn’t they tell her they wouldn’t be coming back? Why were 
they silent all summer? But stuff like that happens. And it’s 
bad luck that her new teacher makes Esther the butt of all 
kinds of jokes. Mrs. Pollock is rumored to be an ogre—and 
maybe she is one. Could be.

Then things go from unfortunate to downright dangerous. 
The mountains surrounding the school—usually sparkling 
with glaciers and lakes, alive with Faeries, and sheltering a 
quaint town with really great bakeries—are now crowded 
with Shadow Mages, casting a noticeable pall, and clearly—to 
Esther—signifying something very dark and threatening. As 
the people she might have depended on to help her are either 
strangely absent or in hiding, it’s left to ordinary, middle-child 
Esther (“just Esther”) to act. But she’ll have to burst out of the 
box of mediocrity she’s been put in, and do something 
absolutely extraordinary.

Jaclyn Moriarty

US: Levine Querido, March 2021
UK: Guppy Books

ANZ: Allen & Unwin, September 2020
Ages 10 - 14

Page Count: 440

Jaclyn Moriarty grew up in Sydney, Australia, with four 
sisters (including authors Liane and Nicola Moriarty), 
one brother, two dogs, and twelve chickens. She studied 
law at the University of Sydney, Yale, and Cambridge, 
and worked as an entertainment lawyer before she 
wrote the Ashbury High novels, including THE YEAR 
OF SECRET ASSIGNMENTS, THE MURDER OF BINDY 
MACKENZIE, and THE GHOSTS OF ASHBURY HIGH. 
She still lives in Sydney with her son, Charlie.

❖ A magical fantasy featuring an original and endearing 
protagonist who is determined to save her school from the 
wicked and wily Shadow Mages

❖ The Stolen Prince of Cloudburst never loses its playful tone, 
but it also deftly handles serious subjects such as prejudice, 
scapegoating and climate change

Praise for The Stolen Prince of Cloudburst

“Quick chapters…and punchy prose will bind readers to the 
page as Esther’s day-to-day school life gradually expands 

into a fairly epic, high-stakes climax, the smattering of little 
mysteries—embedded early on—growing from trifles into 

significant puzzle pieces. Moriarty brilliantly fits it all 
together and, as usual, is relentlessly clever throughout, 
maintaining a tone firmly on the comic side of fantasy, 

though this doesn’t keep Esther’s story from nailing critical 
moments of emotional resonance.” – Booklist, starred review

“A delightfully quirky story with nuance, depth, and a colorful 
cast of characters, this book begs for multiple readings.” –

School Library Journal, starred review

“Splendidly entertaining.” – Kirkus

“Jaclyn Moriarty makes me laugh, hysterically—and cry, 
unexpectedly…Startlingly original fantasy.” – E. Lockhart, 

New York Times bestselling author of We Were Liars



DA VINCI’S CAT
A thrilling, time-slip fantasy about rewriting history to save the 
present. Two unlikely friends—Federico, in sixteenth-century 
Rome, and Bee, in present-day New Jersey—are linked through 
an amiable cat, Leonardo Da Vinci’s mysterious wardrobe, and 
an eerily perfect sketch of Bee. This novel will engross anyone 
who loved When You Reach Me and A Wrinkle in Time.

Federico doesn’t mind being a political hostage of the Pope, 
especially now that he has a cat as a friend. But he must admit 
that a kitten walking into a wardrobe and returning full-grown a 
moment later is quite odd. Even stranger is the man named 
Herbert, apparently an art collector from the future, who 
emerges from the wardrobe the next night. Herbert barters with 
Federico to get a sketch signed by the famous painter Raphael, 
but his plans take a dangerous turn when he hurries back to his 
era, desperate to save a dying girl.

Bee never wanted to move to New Jersey. When an elderly 
neighbor shows Bee a sketch that perfectly resembles her, Bee, 
freaked out, solidifies her resolve to keep to herself. But then she 
meets a cat and discovers a mysterious cabinet in her neighbor’s 
attic—a cabinet that leads her to Renaissance Rome. Bee, who 
has learned about Raphael and Michelangelo in school, never 
expected she’d get to meet them and see them paint their 
masterpieces.

Catherine Gilbert Murdock
v A Wrinkle In Time meets When You Reach Me in this original 

time-slip adventure from Newbery Honor-winning author 
Catherine Gilbert Murdock

v Includes black-and-white spot art by Caldecott Medalist Paul 
O. Zelinsky

v “Detailed writing brings the past to life in this delightful 
time-slip story populated by an array of outsized figurers 
from history…Thoroughly charming.” – Kirkus, starred 
review

Praise for The Book of Boy

Newbery Honor Book

“Light and darkness have never clashed with such fierce majesty 
and eloquent damnation. Murdock weaves an engrossing 

tale…Blend epic adventure with gothic good and evil, and add a 
dash of sly wit for a tale that keeps readers turning the page.” –

Kirkus, starred review

“A vivid, not-to-be-missed story.” – Booklist, starred review

“Fresh, immediate, and earthy: the fakery, the faith, the embedded 
stories, the escapades…Most remarkable and unusual is the 

character of Boy, a complex and compelling being whose defining 
quality is goodness.” – The Horn Book, starred review

Catherine Gilbert Murdock is a former academic and the 
author of seven novels for children and young adults. Her 
most recent novel, The Book of Boy, was a Newbery Honor 
book and has sold in ten foreign territories. She is also the 
author of the Dairy Queen series, comprised of three young 
adult novels and one for middle grade readers, and two 
historical fantasy novels: Princess Ben and Wisdom’s Kiss. 
She lives in Philadelphia, where she is currently working 
on her next book for young readers.

US: HarperCollins/Greenwillow, May 2021
Ages 8-12

Page Count: 288

Translation rights sold for The Book of Boy: Chinese – Complex 
(Linking), Chinese – Simplified (CITIC), Dutch (Querido), 

Hungarian (Mano Konyvek), Italian (Giunti), Korean (Dasan), 
Romanian (Art Grup), Russian (Kariera), Spanish – Latin America 

(Panamericana), Vietnamese (Kim Dong)



A RELUCTANT WITCH’S GUIDE TO MAGIC

Willa Birdwhistle lives in the Wild, the valley of Ordinary Folk 
caught in the middle of a witch war that has been going on for as 
long as anyone can remember. On one side, the Irontongue Clan, 
witches who enjoy warts and dragons and slugs; on the other side, 
the Silverclaw Clan, who prefer boogers and bees. Both are equally 
terrible, as both cast wayward spells that affect Ordinary Folk—
folk like Willa’s parents, who got hit with a rogue spell and turned  
into clouds.

Willa hates witches, but when Willa  shows signs of having magic, 
she is taken to the castle and forced to learn it whether she likes it 
or not. For in exactly one year, she will have to join a witch clan—
Irontongue or Silverclaw—or else she’ll explode.

With no good choice, Willa searches the castle hoping to discover a 
way out, but soon she learns that there might be a rogue witch  
lurking in their very midst. A witch who is stealing voices and 
creating monsters to terrorize the city. In order to save her new 
friends, Willa will have to harness her magic and find out who she 
really is.

Shivaun Plozza

v A whimsical and charming middle grade fantasy about a 
reluctant young witch who must find a rogue spellcaster 
before monsters tear up the city

v For fans of Lauren Magaziner and Roald Dahl

Praise for The Boy, the Wolf, and the Stars

“With this fanciful adventure, Plozza (Tin Heart) invokes the 
language of myth and fairy tales to construct a complex, 

heartwarming hero’s quest.” – Publishers Weekly

“This middle-grade offering from Australian author 
Plozza…would be a good choice for fans of Kelly Barnhill and 

Grace Lin.” – BCCB

“Readers who enjoy fantastical quests will happily tag along 
with Bo.” – Booklist

“A relentless plot keeps the pages turning.” – Kirkus

An Amazon Best Book of the Month

Shivaun Plozza is an award-winning author of books for 
children and young adults. Her debut novel, Frankie, was a 
CBCA Notable Book and won a number of awards, including 
the Davitt Awards and a commendation from the Victorian 
Premier’s Literary Award. Her second novel, Tin Heart, received 
two starred reviews and was nominated to ALA’s Best Fiction 
for Young Adults list. Her debut middle grade novel., The Boy, 
The Wolf, and the Stars was published in 2020 by HMH Books for 
Young Readers and Penguin Random House Australia. She is a 
frequent contributor to anthologies, and her short work has also 
appeared in Above Water, Vivid, and The Victorian Writer. She 
lives in Melbourne.

US: Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, Spring 2022
ANZ: Penguin Random House, TK

Ages 9-13
Page Count: TK



ELEVEN AND OTHER CATASTROPHES

Nell Fry McPherson is a self-declared expert on catastrophes. 
She knows exactly what to do if you’re trapped in a lion’s cage; 
if your elevator is plummeting. How to survive in case of 
tornadoes, or earthquakes, or bushfires. She knows how to deal 
with a broken bone or an allergic reaction, how to escape bears 
and sharks and piranhas.

But there is a lot she doesn’t know how to deal with—like the 
new girl, Plum, or the upcoming spelling bee, or her mom 
breaking the news that they’re moving in with her partner and 
his daughter, Amelia. Nell feels like her life is changing too fast, 
so she becomes hyper-focused on an even bigger change: climate 
change, the most terrifying catastrophe of all.

Inspired by Greta Thunberg, Nell is determined to do her part 
and convince her school to participate in a climate strike. But 
how can Nell fix the biggest catastrophe of  all when she can’t 
even fix the little catastrophes in her own life?

Fiona Wood
v A funny and poignant middle grade that tackles eco-

anxiety, and explores how kids can make a big difference in 
their communities

v Set following the 2020 Australian bushfires and the 
COVID-19 pandemic, Eleven and Other Catastrophes 
addresses very real anxieties that kids are currently going 
through

v Fiona Wood’s debut middle grade novel!

Praise for Fiona Wood

“The story’s charming and unique characters really carry the 
day. Readers will care about the teens who struggle to come of 

age.”
– VOYA, starred review for Six Impossible Things

“Snappy  dialogue, charming characters, even pacing, and  
poignant sentence-level writing make this offering a must-have.” 

– School Library Journal for Six Impossible Things

“This romance is effervescent and  sweet, but it offers welcome 
substance along with the sparkle.” – Kirkus for Six Impossible 

Things

“With  exceptional candor, honesty, and nuance, Wood tells a 
heartening and compelling story of the importance of agency; 
self confidence, and true friendship.” – Booklist, starred review 

for Wildlife

Fiona Wood is the award-winning author of four novels of 
young adult fiction, including Six Impossible Things, Wildlife, 
Cloudwish, and Take Three Girls, co-written with Simmone
Howell and Cath Crowley. She has received three Children’s 
Book Council of Australia Book of the Year Awards and has 
been published internationally. She lives in Melbourne, 
Australia.

ANZ: Pan Macmillan, Spring 2022
Ages 9-13

Page Count: TK



LOUISA JUNE AND THE NAZIS IN THE WAVES 

Life for Louisa June is changing in big swells. Days after Japan’s 
attack on Pearl Harbor, Hitler declared war on the U.S., 
unleashing U-boat submarines to attack American ships. 
Suddenly, the waves outside Louisa June’s farm aren’t for eel-
fishing or marveling at wild swans or learning to skull her 
family’s boat—they’re dangerous, swarming with hidden 
enemies. Her oldest brothers’ ships risk coming face-to-face with 
U-boats. Her sister leaves home to weld Liberty Boat hulls. And 
then her Daddy, a tugboat captain, and her dearest brother, 
Butler, are caught in the crossfire.

Her Mama has always swum in a sea of melancholy, but now 
she really needs Louisa June to find moments of beauty or 
inspiration to buoy her. Determined to help her Mama and 
aching to combat Nazis herself, Louisa June turns to her quirky 
friend Emmett and the indomitable Cousin Belle, who has her 
own war stories—and a herd of cats—to share. In the end after a 
perilous sail, Louisa June learns the greatest lifeline is love.

L.M. Elliott

v In this raw and timeless story, award-winning author L.M. 
Elliott reveals a little-remembered aspect of World War II, 
while weaving a rich portrait of a family reeling from loss 
and the chilling yet hopeful voyage of fighting for what 
matters

Praise for L.M. Elliott

“It’s packed with action, intrigue, and suspense, but this novel 
celebrates acts of kindness and heroism without glorifying war. 

A gripping adventure.” – Booklist on Under a War-Torn Sky

“A tense, engrossing story that effectively captures the suspicion 
and paranoia that prevailed during American history’s darkest 

chapters.” – Kirkus on Suspect Red

“Elliott’s delicately beautiful novel is thoroughly researched, 
portraying three-dimensional characters in a lively atmosphere 

of love and art.” – Publishers Weekly, starred review for Da Vinci’s 
Tiger

“A rich and robust piece of historical literature.” – School Library 
Journal on Give Me Liberty

L.M. Elliott is a New York Times bestselling author. Louisa June 
and the Nazis in the Waves is her fourth World War II novel. 
Her other works include the much-loved Under a War-torn Sky, 
its sequel A Troubled Peace, and companion Across a War-tossed 
Sea.

US: HarperCollins/Katherine Tegen Books 
February 2022

Ages 9-13
Page Count: TK

*Translation rights handled by HarperCollins





THE EVIL PRINCESS VS. THE BRAVE KNIGHT
Jennifer L. Holm and Matthew Holm

v A clever and hilarious picture book that perfectly captures 
sibling rivalries, from sibling creators Jennifer and Matthew 
Holm

v Star creators! The Holms’ award-winning Babymouse series 
has over three million books in print

v The next picture book in the series, The Cat Loves Me More, 
will be out in Summer 2022

Praise for The Evil Princess vs. The Brave Knight

“…a welcome, rare, and inclusive mirror for many children in 
similar families. The Holm siblings strike again!” – Kirkus

“This enjoyable tale…will be a hit where parents need to make 
quarreling kids see the funny side of their battles.” – School 

Library Journal

Matthew Holm and Jennifer L. Holm are the brother-
and-sister team behind the Eisner Award-winning 20-
book Babymouse graphic novel series and the New York 
Times bestsellers Sunny Side Up and Swing It, Sunny.US: Random House, August 2019

Ages 3-7
Page Count: 40

Translation rights sold: Catalan (Obelisco), 
Italian (Picarona), Spanish (Obelisco)

For every parent tired of telling their kids to PLEASE JUST 
GET ALONG, this hilarious and imaginative new picture 
book series—from the beloved creators of Babymouse—is 
here to help. Sort of.

Meet the Evil Princess and the Brave Knight. She casts 
terrible spells, while he fights dragons. He rescues cats in 
distress, while she makes mischief. No wonder there isn’t 
much peace in this kingdom! But is the Evil Princess really 
so evil? And is the Brave Knight truly as chivalrous as he 
seems? Children and parents will laugh at seeing familiar 
family dynamics play out in his charming and imaginative 
new series.



THE EVIL PRINCESS VS. THE BRAVE KNIGHT
Jennifer L. Holm and Matthew Holm

Matthew Holm and Jennifer L. Holm are the brother-and-sister 
team behind the Eisner Award-winning 20-book Babymouse 
graphic novel series and the New York Times bestsellers Sunny Side 
Up and Swing It, Sunny.

US: Random House, July 2020 for TAKE TURNS; 
January 2021 for MAKE GOOD CHOICES

Ages 3-7
Page Count: 32

For every parent tired of telling their kids to PLEASE JUST GET ALONG, 
this hilarious and imaginative new picture book series—from the beloved 
creators of Babymouse—is here to help. Sort of.

In TAKE TURNS

The Evil Princess casts terrible spells. The Brave Knight fights dragons. 
Could these siblings be any more different? But there is one trait that they 
share: they both want to be the first. The first to get a snack. The first to step 
into their carriage. The first to pet the cat. But they can’t both be first, so 
when their antics result in catastrophe, the Magic Mirror tells them that 
they must learn to take turns!

In MAKE GOOD CHOICES?

Should the Evil Princess eat cake for breakfast? Should the Brave Knight 
jump in the muddy puddle? Watch them try to learn to make better choices 
in this hilarious early reader.



MEET THE MATZAH

From the creator of Meet the Latkes comes the zaniest 
retelling of the Passover story, starring an earnest 
matzah and his bready friends!

What makes this Passover different from all other 
Passovers?

Meet Alfie Koman. He’s a matzah who really likes to 
hide. But Alfie also has a great story to tell his class 
of how the Hebrews fled Egypt to freedom. Too bad 
Loaf, the school sourdough bully, turns Alfie’s 
Passover story upside-down. A pharaoh who is a 
giant cockroach? Moses as a mighty superhero? And 
Ten Plagues that include “No Wi-fi” and “Chocolate-
turned-to-broccoli”?

Looks like it’s up to Alfie and his best friend Challa
Looyah to get the Passover story right. Alfie just has 
to come out of hiding first…

Alan Silberberg
❖ A hilarious holiday follow-up to Meet the Latkes

❖ Meet the Latkes had massive support from PJ Library, 
which moved over 31,000 copies

❖ Alan Silberberg adds a new fresh twist to the Passover 
story

❖ Another book signed up! Meet the Hamantaschen will 
arrive in 2022/2023

Praise for Meet the Latkes

“Readers who like their humor broad and goofy will lap this 
up” – Publishers Weekly

“A fully-blown kooky comedy unpacking an ancient Talmudic 
tale.” – The New York Times Book Review

Alan Silberberg is an award-winning author, 
cartoonist and children’s TV creator who has worked 
with Nickelodeon and Disney. He’s the author and 
illustrator of three previous middle grade novels 
including Milo: Sticky Notes & Brain Freeze, which won 
the Sid Fleishman Humor Award.

US: Penguin/Viking, March 2021
Ages 3-5

Page Count: 40
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