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STEPHEN ALTER      THE RATABAN BETRAYAL 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 A fiercely intelligent thriller set in the Himalayas by the author who explored 

the solace of high places and the enduring mystery of the mountains in 

BECOMING A MOUNTAIN 

 “Explosive!... and ready to be turned into celluloid!” —Vishal Bharadwaj, 

Bollywood star  

 “Anil Kapoor, who's adapting [“24”] to Indian settings, would do well to read 

Alter's novel,” —The Sunday Guardian 

 The author has devoted his life to the Himalayas and to interpreting 

Himalayan stories, ecology and heritage for a diverse readership 

 

US: Arcade, January 5, 2016; India: Penguin Books India, July 2013 

Materials available: Finished book 

Page count: 320 
 

On India's frontier with Tibet, peace is just a façade and security a myth. 

 

The sleepy Himalayan hill station of Mussoorie, near India's border with Tibet, is home to an 

eclectic mix of residents including Tibetan refugees and former guerrilla fighters, foreign 

missionaries, Indian military, tourists, and spies. Here, in a top‐secret facility facing the snow‐

clad Himalayas, India’s legendary spymaster, Colonel Imtiaz Afridi, keeps a watchful eye on 

sensitive high‐altitude borders. Having been a mountaineer in his youth, Afridi once climbed 

many of these peaks, including Rataban, a mountain with a treacherous history. When an 

American agent is shot dead in Mussoorie, both the CIA and India’s Research and Analysis 

Wing (RAW), dispatch undercover agents to investigate. The American's death is quickly linked 

to the slayings of two Indo‐Tibetan Border Police guards, suggesting possible Chinese 

infiltration. Working with Afridi is the brilliant junior analyst, Annapurna “Anna” Tagore, who 

helps him unravel these clues and other disturbing signs that something dangerous is brewing. 

 

When more violent acts shatter Mussoorie's calm, the CIA and RAW have no choice but to team 

up. Soon Afridi and the young Indian and American agents are piecing together a bloody 

conspiracy of revenge and murder that could shake the very foundations of world peace. 

 

PRAISE FROM INDIA FOR THE RATABAN BETRAYAL 

 

“Alter’s writing style is easy, and despite a wealth of detail and information, the reader is 

unlikely to feel taxed or overburdened… This book should be read…”—Business Standard 

 



"Unputdownable from the very first page . . . A sure‐shot page‐turner."—Jet Wings (Jet Airways 

in-flight magazine) 

 

"A fiercely intelligent thriller [that] maintains a frenetic pace throughout."—Sunday Guardian  

 

"A high‐altitude thriller! Explosive . . . ready for celluloid."—Vishal Bhardwaj, Bollywood star 

 

"Not just a spy thriller but a cultural essay and an astute observation of the human psyche."      

—Deccan Herald 

 

PRAISE FOR STEPHEN ALTER 

 

BECOMING A MOUNTAIN (Arcade, 2015): 

 

“The combination of realism and mysticism makes this a rich, satisfying memoir that plumbs 

the depths—and acknowledges the limits—of both man and mountain. There are many 

treasures to discover in this insightful memoir of hiking and healing in the Himalayas.”—Kirkus 

*Starred Review* 

 

“Climbing out of the ache and nightmare of a vicious, life‐threatening attack at his home in the 

Indian hill‐town of Mussoorie, Stephen Alter writes beautifully of his forays into the Himalaya. 

By turns rigorous and enlivening, his ascents, circumnavigations, and retreats deliver him back 

to himself, refreshed, chastened, healed, and fully alive. A wondrous book.”  

—Gretel Ehrlich, author of THE SOLACE OF OPEN SPACES  

 

“In the tradition of the best nature writers, Stephen Alter combines an intimate  

knowledge of the landscape and a scrupulous attention to detail with a profound  

awareness of its sublime and sacred nature that underlies and unites it all.”—Anita Desai, author 

of THE ARTIST OF DISAPPEARANCE 

 

FANTASIES OF A BOLLYWOOD LOVE THIEF (Harcourt, 2007): 

 

“Stephen Alter has unparalleled access to Bollywood, its directors and stars.  But instead of 

writing an armchair guide, he shows how dreams are made by following the making of a 

film.”—San Francisco Chronicle 

 

“Alter retains his fresh perspective throughout...  read him for his insightful take on Omkara. 

And to know exactly where filmmaking in India is going.”—Indian Express 

 

ELEPHAS MAXIMUS: A PORTRAIT OF THE INDIAN ELEPHANT (Harcourt, 2004) 

 

“Entertaining and informative.  Lyrical descriptions… An elegant paean to the Indian elephant 

and a wake‐up call for its protection.”—Publishers Weekly 



“A history more splendid than any maharaja’s golden howdah.”—Kirkus Reviews 

 

SACRED WATERS: A PILGRIMAGE UP THE GANGES RIVER TO THE SOURCE OF 

HINDU CULTURE (Houghton Mifflin Harcourt , 2001): 

“Alter's prose is lucid and even‐paced... (his) erudition is a considerable draw, extending as it 

does beyond the region's mythology to its botany, geology and zoology as well as to the impact 

of road building, damming and tourism.”—The New York Times Book Review 

 

“Alter invites readers to join him on a double journey, deep into the Indian subcontinent and 

deep into the Hindu faith.  Simply as a travel chronicle, the narrative sparkles, every episode 

rich with sharp detail and piquant incidents... Respectful but unsentimental, Alter highlights 

inspiring truths...”—Booklist 

 

ALL THE WAY TO HEAVEN (Holt, 1998): 

 

“[Alter] wistfully evokes his idyllic Indian youth in this graceful memoir.”—Publishers Weekly 

 

“[Stephen Alter's] vision is both unsparingly realistic and compassionate. He is a sensitive 

observer with an unusual ability to see [a] foreign culture from the inside out, making its people 

alive and compelling...''—Edward Hower, The New York Times Book Review 

 

 

Stephen Alter is the author of fifteen works of fiction and nonfiction. 

His honors include a Guggenheim fellowship and a Fulbright award. 

He was writer‐in‐residence for ten years at MIT and directed the 

writing program at the American University in Cairo. He is founding 

director of the Mussoorie Writers’ Mountain Festival. He resides with 

his wife in Mussoorie, India. 



 



STEPHEN ALTER           BECOMING A MOUNTAIN:    

                                            Himalayan Journeys in Search of the Sacred and the Sublime 

  

 

 A moving meditation on the solace of high places and on the hidden meanings 

and enduring mystery of mountains in this journey of recovery and pilgrimage 

that leads beyond faith 

 Pre-empted by David Davidar’s imprint Aleph Books, New Delhi 

 Starred review in Kirkus 

 A unique perspective on the Himalayas from the author who is both an insider 

and an outsider, having devoted his life to these mountains and to interpreting 

Himalayan stories, ecology and heritage for a diverse readership 

 Like Peter Mathiesson’s THE SNOW LEOPARD or Gretel Ehrlich’s THE 

SOLACE OF OPEN SPACES, this book describes journeys undertaken out of 

sorrow, but with the expectation of hope                                                      

 

US: Arcade, March 2015; India: Aleph Books, November 2014 

Materials available: Finished books, Page count: 288 

 

Stephen Alter was raised by American missionary parents in the hill station of Mussoorie, in the 

foothills of the Himalayas, where he and his wife, Ameeta, now live. Their idyllic existence was 

brutally interrupted when four armed intruders invaded their house and viciously attacked 

them, leaving them for dead. The violent assault and the trauma of almost dying left Alter 

questioning assumptions he had lived by since childhood. For the first time, he encountered the 

face of evil and the terror of the unknown. He felt like a foreigner in the land of his birth. 

 

This book is his account of a series of treks he took in the high Himalayas following his 

convalescence—to Bandar Punch (the monkey’s tail), Nanda Devi, the second highest mountain 

in India, and Mt. Kailash in Tibet. He set himself this goal to prove that he had healed mentally 

as well as physically and to re‐knit his connection to his homeland. Undertaken out of sorrow, 

the treks become a moving soul journey, a way to rediscover mountains in his inner landscape. 

Weaving together observations of the natural world, Himalayan history, folklore and 

mythology, as well as encounters with other pilgrims along the way, Stephen Alter has given us 

a moving meditation on the solace of high places, and on the hidden meanings and enduring 

mystery of mountains. 

 

PRAISE FOR BECOMING A MOUNTAIN 

“The combination of realism and mysticism makes this a rich, satisfying memoir that plumbs 

the depths—and acknowledges the limits—of both man and mountain. There are many 

treasures to discover in this insightful memoir of hiking and healing in the Himalayas.”—Kirkus 

*Starred Review* 



“From the moment I opened it, this book was the start of a journey that would take me outside 

myself… as only the mountains can do. It’s a deeply felt, personal story of travelling on many 

levels and Alter weaves the threads of the spiritual, physical and emotional into a cohesive 

narrative whole… If only desecrators of mountains and those who aim to ‘conquer’ them would 

read this book!”—Outlook (New Delhi) 

 

“Stephen Alter’s BECOMING A MOUNTAIN is an extraordinary travelogue… Instead of 

“conquering and colonising high places,” he tries to “become like the mountains.” This 

constitutes the book’s distinctive core and is a wonderful prescription for wayfarers and 

travellers.”—The Hindu Business Line  

 

“… a rich narrative in which myth and memory mix with vivid descriptions of the natural 

world… Alter's evocative language and the range of his references make us understand what 

mountains can mean.”—The Telegraph (Kolkata) 

 

“Written with single‐minded passion… BECOMING A MOUNTAIN dives deep and comes up 

with 262 pages of mystical love for the mountains while seeking solace and healing… As I finish 

reading, I am left in no doubt where this book shall go on my bookshelf.  I think it will be 

neighbours to the other great books of mountain lore: THE FIGHT FOR EVEREST,  EVEREST: 

The Challenge and MOUNTAINS OF THE MIND.”—The Sunday Standard (New Delhi) 

 

“Climbing out of the ache and nightmare of a vicious, life‐threatening attack at his home in the 

Indian hill‐town of Mussoorie, Stephen Alter writes beautifully of his forays into the Himalaya. 

By turns rigorous and enlivening, his ascents, circumnavigations, and retreats deliver him back 

to himself, refreshed, chastened, healed, and fully alive. A wondrous book.”—Gretel Ehrlich, 

author of THE SOLACE OF OPEN SPACES  

 

“No writer describes a Himalayan quest with greater insight and clarity than Stephen  

Alter, whose BECOMING A MOUNTAIN is a lovely and compelling book, a delight to read…  

His radiant vision of the mountains includes the joy of walking, natural history, violent storms, 

and local myths and religious ceremonies, all filling him with bliss and exhilaration, as they do 

the reader.”—George B. Schaller, vice president of Panthera and author of TIBET WILD 

 

“BECOMING A MOUNTAIN is a gorgeous piece of writing: Richard Halliburton’s thrilling  

adventure stories combined with Annie Dillard’s close observation of nature combined  

with Anne Morrow Lindbergh’s quiet philosophical and personal reflection. I don't think 

anyone could write about a personal journey through nature more beautifully or  

thoughtfully.”—Alan Lightman, author of EINSTEIN’S DREAMS 

 

“I had the good fortune to grow up with Steve in the Himalayas. The mystery and  

majesty of that place stay with you forever. His own experiences there have been  

unimaginably difficult ...and unimaginably wonderful. In this book he beautifully  

illuminates the power of those mountains to heal, and to inspire.”—Chris Anderson, TED Curator 



“In the tradition of the best nature writers, Stephen Alter combines an intimate  

knowledge of the landscape and a scrupulous attention to detail with a profound  

awareness of its sublime and sacred nature that underlies and unites it all.”—Anita Desai, author 

of THE ARTIST OF DISAPPEARANCE 

 

FANTASIES OF A BOLLYWOOD LOVE THIEF (Harcourt, 2007) 

 

 “Stephen Alter has unparalleled access to Bollywood, its directors and stars.  But instead of 

writing an armchair guide, he shows how dreams are made by following the making of a 

film.”—San Francisco Chronicle 

 

“Alter retains his fresh perspective throughout...  read him for his insightful take on Omkara. 

And to know exactly where filmmaking in India is going.”—Indian Express 

 

ELEPHAS MAXIMUS: A Portrait of the Indian Elephant (Harcourt, 2004) 

 

“Entertaining and informative.  Lyrical descriptions… An elegant paean to the Indian elephant 

and a wake‐up call for its protection.”—Publishers Weekly 

 

“A history more splendid than any maharaja’s golden howdah.”—Kirkus Reviews 

 

“Magical and fascinating.”—Boston Globe 

 

 

Stephen Alter was born and raised in India and is fluent in Hindi.  He grew up in the 

Himalayan hill station of Mussoorie, where he was educated at Woodstock School, one of the 

oldest boarding schools in Asia.  The Himalayas have been his home for most of his life.  He 

taught writing at the American University in Cairo for 7 years and was writer‐in‐residence in 

the Program in Writing and Humanistic Studies at MIT for 10 years.  He has received a 

Guggenheim Fellowship and a Senior Research Grant from the Fulbright Program.  In 2004, he 

and his wife, Ameeta, returned to Mussoorie where they now live. Alter has travelled 

throughout the Himalayas, mostly on foot.  In 2006, he founded the Mussoorie Writers’ 

Mountain Festival which features 20‐25 speakers annually, including writers, mountaineers, 

artists, photographers, musicians and conservationists – all of whom share a passion for the 

Himalayas. The festival has become an influential and unique event that attracts some of the 

world’s top climbers, naturalists and authors. Alter has established himself as a recognized 

expert on the Himalayas, with a strong commitment to exploring the geography, culture, 

natural history and mythology of this region.  



 



 

 

JULIE CHIBBARO     INTO THE DANGEROUS WORLD 

____________________________________________________________________________  

 

 The powerful story of one teen’s artistic and against-all-odds awakening set 

amidst New York City’s gritty graffiti art scene 

 Starred review in Publishers Weekly 

 Reviewed in Kirkus, School Library Journal, Booklist, VOYA, and The Horn 

Book 

 A groundbreaking and seamless blending of text and art 

 The only YA title chosen for Observer’s list of “Ten Beach Reads to Pack in 

Your Bag this Summer” 

 150 ARCs distributed at San Diego Comic Con 2015 

 Authors appearing at the 2015 Brooklyn Book Festival 

 See appearance of author and illustrator on KidLitTV with Rocco Staino: 

kidlit.tv 

 For more about the book including the visually stunning trailer go to: 

http://www.intothedangerousworld.com/ 

 “INTO THE DANGEROUS WORLD is a journey worth taking. This is one 

author I'll definitely be watching.” –Nikki Grimes, New York Times bestselling 

author, poet and artist, and the Coretta Scott King Award-winning author of 

BRONX MASQUERADE 

Audience: Ages 12 and up 

US: Viking Children’s Books (August 18, 

2015) 

Materials available: Finished books, Page 

count: 352 

 

At a family meeting, Ror declared her 

purpose:  I am an artist. 

 

But she doesn’t really know what that means. 

Raised on a commune, she’s never attended a 

day of school, and has seen little of the outside 

world. What she knows best is drawing. To 

her, it’s like breathing; it’s how she makes 

sense of the world. 

 



When her father torches the commune—and himself—Ror’s life changes. She, her mother and 

sister end up in a homeless residence in Manhattan, where she runs into trouble—and love—

with Trey, the leader of Noise Ink, a graffiti crew. On the city’s streets, and in its museums and 

galleries, Ror finds herself pulled in different directions. Her father wanted her to make classic 

art. Noise Ink insists she stay within their lines. Her art teacher urges her to go to college. What 

does she want? 

What kind of artist am I? 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

Ror’s soul‐searching—expressed in remarkable pictures and sharp‐edged prose, set in the gritty 

Manhattan of 1984—is cinematic in its scope, and its seamless blend of text and art makes INTO 

THE DANGEROUS WORLD a groundbreaking event in fiction.  

 

PRAISE FOR INTO THE DANGEROUS WORLD 

 

“… Chibbaro's gritty novel follows Ror as she figures out what type of artist she wants to 

become while using her drawing to channel her grief… the book feels modern and relevant as 

this striking combination of story and illustration creates a powerful portrait of a budding 

artist.”—Publishers Weekly *Starred Review* 

 

“VERDICT Fans of Rainbow Rowell’s ELEANOR & PARK (St. Martins, 2013) and Cath 

Crowley’s GRAFFITI MOON (Knopf, 2012) who are ready for something a bit grittier will find 

much to love here.”—School Library Journal 

“Ror’s narration is distant but with a subtle poignancy that will resonate with the right reader, 

while Sovak’s interspersed illustrations—from trippy drawings of skulls and eyeballs to graffiti‐

like words and images—fit Ror’s multifaceted artistic identity.”—The Horn Book 

 

“… a voyeuristic glimpse through a budding but tortured artist’s personal sketchbook…. With 

lots of allusions to modernist painters and underground artists, young sketchers will connect 

deeply to Chibbaro’s story and drawings by JM Superville Sovak.”—VOYA 

 



“A thought‐provoking, beautiful 

exploration of the artistic process.”  

—Kirkus 

 

“Sovak’s illustrations are imaginative 

and striking yet entirely believable 

for a teenage artist like Ror, who 

struggles with the raw emotional 

fallout of losing a parent… Infused 

with creative energy and excitement 

for the artistic process.”—Booklist 

 

 “I think I’ve found my new favorite 

author! This story of a young artist’s 

struggle to find her voice against all 

odds shimmers with authenticity. 

Julie Chibbaro understands the actual 

dynamics of being a high school 

student and struggling with the 

volatile world of street art and the 

insular nature of high art. Every character feels like someone I’ve known, debating how art fits 

into their life.”–Ron English, acclaimed street artist, culture jammer and designer of Propaganda 

“Rebellion, peer pressure, the desperation to belong—who can't relate?  But there's more here.  

Chibbaro's wholly original outsider character, Ror, takes us into the world of graffiti artists.  

Written with a wild abandon matched only by a haunted and unapologetic main character, this 

bold book wakes us up to an urban tribe who operate in the margins.  Then there's the 

powerful, primal art by JM Superville Sovak.  The art feels so organic to the text, it's hard to 

imagine one without the other. Yes, this is a dangerous world, but all the world is dangerous 

until, like Ror, you learn to listen to your own voice, and determine to be the architect of your 

own dreams.” –Nikki Grimes, New York Times bestselling author, poet and artist, and the Coretta 

Scott King Award-winning author of BRONX MASQUERADE 

PRAISE FOR DEADLY (Atheneum 2011) 

“Paced like a medical thriller, DEADLY is the rare Y.A. novel in which a girl’s intellectual 

interests trump adolescent romance.”—The New York Times 

A deeply personal coming‐of‐age story set in an era of tumultuous social change, this is top‐

notch historical fiction that highlights the struggle between rational science and popular 

opinion as shaped by a sensational, reactionary press.”—School Library Journal 

“Rich period details about the study of medicine and the role of women in society combine with 

Prudence’s girlish crush on her chief and her earnest desire to “do something astonishing with 



my life” to make this a title that will appeal to reluctant readers and historical fiction fans 

alike.”—Kirkus 

“An absorbing historical novel in which the heroine’s professional goals take precedence over 

matters of the heart.”—Booklist 

 

Julie Chibbaro was raised by artists in New York City, and has spent her life figuring out what 

makes them tick. She married an artist who has helped her enter her characters’ creative minds. 

Their first collaboration, the historical novel DEADLY won the National Jewish Book Award, 

and was named a Bank Street Best Book. Her first 

novel, REDEMPTION won the American Book 

Award. Visit Julie at www.juliechibbaro.com. 

  

JM Superville Sovak is half‐Trini, half‐Czech, 

half‐Canadian. His fourth half is spent making 

art. His work has been shown at the Manifesta 

European Biennial of Contemporary Art, Socrates 

Sculpture Park, and the Aldrich Museum. He was 

the illustrator for Julie Chibbaro's second 

novel DEADLY. See more at 

www.supervillesovak.com. 

 

 

 



 



 

LAURA COFFEY, LORI FUSARO                      MY OLD DOG: 

    Rescued Pets with Remarkable Second Acts  

 

 

 A celebration through text and photographs of the happy endings for 20 dogs 

rescued from homelessness during their senior years 

 World English rights sold at auction 

 Lead Fall title  

 Reviewed in Publishers Weekly and Library Journal 

 Banner ad in Shelf Awareness Pro (circulation 33,000) 

 Number One Best New Release on Amazon 

 Major marketing campaign including national tour 

 Foreword by Grammy-nominated singer-songwriter Neko Case 

 

US: New World Library (October 13, 2015) 

Materials available: Finished books 

Page count: 256 

 

“No Dog Should Die Alone” was the attention‐and heart‐grabbing headline journalist Laura T. 

Coffey gave her NBC TODAY Show website story about photographer Lori Fusaro’s work with 

senior shelter pets. While generally calm, easy, and already house‐trained, these animals 

represent the “highest‐risk” population at shelters because adopters fear their illness and death. 

Coffey and Fusaro answer this fear with the sweet, funny, true tales of “old dogs learning new 

tricks.” While perhaps slower‐moving and a tad sleepier than puppies, these elders pose for 

selfies with Tina Fey, James Franco, and Lena Dunham; are adopted by elderly nuns—and 

George Clooney—and exemplify amazing stories of heroism and heart at Ground Zero, in war 

zones, and in law enforcement.  

Included are: 

 Remy, a nine‐year‐old pit bull languishing in a 

suburban New York shelter until three elderly 

nuns, determined to “save a dog no one 

wants,” became her match made in heaven 

 Marnie the dog, with over 1 million Instagram 

followers, has become a celebrities’ celebrity, 

posing for “selfies” with Lena Dunham, James 

Franco, Tina Fey, Demi Lovato, and Miley 

Cyrus, among many others 

 Rocky, a senior dog who became a mascot for a 

senior living community and has made life 



immeasurably better for residents with dementia 

 Susie, the Chihuahua mix who has inspired bestselling author of HUMANS OF NEW 

YORK Brandon Stanton and girlfriend, Erin, to help hundreds of senior dogs find homes 

through Susie’s Senior Dogs on social media 

 Einstein, George Clooney’s senior cocker spaniel mix who the actor adopted from a 

rescue group. “He loves me. I can do no wrong,” Clooney said. “He follows me 

everywhere.” 

 Chaney, a retired military dog who helps ease his former soldier’s post‐traumatic stress 

at home 

They may be slower moving and a tad less exuberant than puppies, but these pooches prove 

that adopting a senior brings immeasurable joy, earnest devotion, and unconditional love. 

 

PRAISE FOR MY OLD DOG 

 

“VERDICT Full of wonderful color photos, this beautiful work does a great job of advocating 

for adult and senior dogs.”—Library Journal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 “Journalist Coffey and photographer Fusaro make a strong case for rescuing elderly dogs by 

documenting heartwarming stories of dogs who were adopted late in life and their loyal 

owners… Readers who own and love their older canines will recognize themselves in the 

stories; those who have yet to experience life with a senior dog may no longer fear the 

responsibility but will instead welcome the rewards of opening their homes to these special 

companions.”—Publishers Weekly 

 



“If you love dogs, or if you like dogs, or if you’ve ever heard of dogs, or if you’re from planet 

Earth, you will love this book.”— David Rosenfelt, author of DOGTRIPPING and LESSONS 

FROM TARA  
 

“My Old Dog is a truly wonderful book....Every story reminds me just how resilient dogs are 

and how strong the human‐animal bond can be.”—Victoria Stilwell, dog behavior expert and star of 

Animal Planet’s IT’S ME OR THE DOG 

 

“This book is a loving celebration of old dogs and of radiant souls that shine through aging 

eyes.”—Francis Battista, cofounder of Best Friends Animal Society 

 

“This exquisite, eye‐opening book needs a place on every dog lover’s shelf.”—Maria Goodavage, 

New York Times–bestselling author of SOLDIER DOGS and TOP DOG 

 

Laura T. Coffey is a longtime writer, editor, and 

producer for TODAY.com, the website of NBC's 

TODAY Show. An award‐winning journalist with 

more than two decades of experience, she lives in the 

Pacific Northwest with her husband, son, two senior 

dogs, and a giant 14‐year‐old cat. 

 

 

 

 

Award‐winning photographer Lori Fusaro works as a 

staff photographer at Best Friends Animal Society‐Los 

Angeles and runs her own business, Fusaro 

Photography, with clients including DreamWorks 

Studios, Paramount Pictures and many animal‐rescue 

organizations. She lives in Los Angeles with her 

husband, two dogs and two cats.                                                                                                                                                                                 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



KATELYN DETWEILER                         IMMACULATE 

 

 

 A stunning new contemporary YA title from a debut author that will appeal to 

fans of Jandy Nelson and Deb Caletti 

 Deals with universal issues that are accessible to all readers: faith, miracles, 

teenage pregnancy, friendship, relationships, prejudice, and bullying 

 Reviewed in Kirkus, School Library Journal, and Publishers Weekly 

 Sold in France 

 National marketing campaign includes regional campaigns, online consumer 

advertising and galley distribution at all national school and library 

conferences including at the highly coveted Texas Library Association 

 Included in Penguin’s Complementing the Classics school, library and social 

media promo tying IMMACULATE to THE SCARLET LETTER 

 “Wow. Katelyn Detweiler has accomplished something exceptional—a 

poignant novel that balances delicate issues of religious heresy and bullying 

with heartwarming moments of faith, love, and personal strength.”—Marissa 

Meyer, author of The Lunar Chronicles series 

 

Audience: Young Adult 

US: May 26, 2015 (Viking Children’s) 

Materials available: Finished copies 

Page count: 464 

Translation rights sold: Robert Laffont (French)  

 

Mir-a-cle: an effect or extraordinary event in the physical world that surpasses all known human or 

natural powers; a wonder; a marvel. 

Mina is seventeen. A virgin. And pregnant. 

 

Mina is top of her class, girlfriend to the most ambitious guy in school, able to reason and study 

her way through anything. But when she finds herself pregnant – despite having never had sex 

– her orderly world collapses. Almost nobody believes Mina’s claims of virginity. Her father 

assumes that her boyfriend is responsible; her boyfriend believes she must have cheated on 

him. As Mina’s story spreads, there are those who brand her a liar. There are those who brand 

her a heretic. And there are those who believe that miracles are possible – and that Mina’s 

unborn child could be the greatest miracle of all.  

 

 

 

 



PRAISE FOR IMMACULATE  

 

“… a sincere, romantic, and secular story of birth, young motherhood, and new love.” 

—Publishers Weekly 

 

“… Detweiler's smart writing moves quickly and entertains, particularly with Mina's 

appealingly bright voice. Even as the story probes its mystical underpinnings, the focus remains 

firmly on Mina right through to the end. Detweiler's ambitious debut takes an intriguing 

premise and executes it well.”—Kirkus 

 

“VERDICT: A unique page‐turner mixing humor and heart, this is a thought‐provoking take on 

miracles and motherhood.”—School Library Journal 
 

“At the heart of this book, and the thing that really stood out for me, was how much there was 

about friendship. Mina's two best friends have wildly different reactions to her pregnancy, and 

those divergent reactions are the heart of the idea of how we do and don't listen, how we do 

and don't believe, and how we do or don't choose to have faith in another human being….This 

is a longer book, but it's fast‐paced, the writing is solid, and the building of a small town 

scandal is executed well.”—Stacked 

 

“My one thought upon finishing IMMACULATE: Wow.  With a protagonist who is smart, 

honest, and surprisingly relatable given her circumstances, Mina’s story will guide readers 

down a path of introspection and force us to consider how we, too, might react to a modern‐day 

miracle.”—Marissa Meyer, author of The Lunar Chronicle series 

 

“Katelyn Detweiler’s IMMACULATE is a vividly‐imagined story about magic, faith, and 

family. Her heroine’s wildly unlikely teenage pregnancy leads to more than just a brutal break‐

up and national scandal; it allows for an exploration of essential questions about sex, identity, 

and what belief means to human beings. In a lovely and uplifting twist, IMMACULATE gives 

us girls who believe in themselves and each other, girls who move forward ‐ in spite of 

extremely difficult circumstances ‐ to create joy, love, and new life.”—Rachel DeWoskin, author 

of BLIND and BIG GIRL SMALL 

 

"IMMACULATE is a bewitching and thought‐provoking story about the strength and faith 

required to face a contemporary miracle.  This one begs for a sequel."—Deb Caletti, author of THE 

LAST FOREVER and HE’S GONE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Katelyn Detweiler graduated with a B.A. in English Literature, 

emphasis in creative writing, from Penn State University, and moved 

to New York to attend the Columbia Publishing Course. She worked 

in the marketing department of Macmillan Children’s Publishing 

Group before joining Jill Grinberg Literary Management where she’s 

worked for five years. Katelyn grew up in a small town in 

Pennsylvania—a town much like Mina’s—and has been crafting this 

story in her subconscious ever since she was a teenager, when during 

a long car ride and a game of “what if’s” with her mother, she asked: 

“Would you believe me if I said I was a pregnant virgin?” Her 

mother looked at her, cocked her head, and smiled. And then she 

said yes. 





SARA DONATI      THE GILDED HOUR (A series) 

 

 

 The first book in a stunning new series by award-winning author Rosina Lippi 

writing as Sara Donati, author of the bestselling INTO THE WILDERNESS 

series 

 A magnificent epic about two women doctors making their way in a man’s 

world of medicine and the transcendent power of courage and love set during 

New York City’s Gilded Age of the late 1800s 

 “Page-turning and atmospheric…”—Kirkus 
 Starred review in Booklist 

 Featured in USA TODAY’s article: “Romance Unlaced: Not ‘romances’ but still 

romantic” 

 Over 1 million copies of the  INTO THE WILDERNESS series sold 

 “[INTO THE WILDERNESS] is one of those rare stories that let you breathe 

the air of another time, and leave your footprints on the snow of a white, 

strange place.”—Diana Gabaldon, author of the OUTLANDER series  

 

Audience: Adult 

US: Berkley, September 1, 2015; Materials available: Finished books, Page count: 752  

The INTO THE WILDERNESS Series US: Bantam Dell; UK: Harper Collins; ANZ: Random 

House Australia 

 Translation rights sold:  Heyne Verlag (German), Emece Editores (Spanish): Books 1 & 2; 

Salamandra (Spanish): Book 3; Egmont Richter (Swedish) 

 

Cousins Anna and Sophie Savard have never had a traditional life. Both orphaned as children, 

they were raised like sisters by their widowed Aunt Quinlan, growing up at her beloved 

Waverley Place in downtown Manhattan. Though each other’s opposites in many ways—Anna 

bold and outspoken, fair skinned and dark haired, and Sophie, calm and graceful, with dark, 

honey‐colored skin and auburn hair, a blend of her unique French, Mohawk and African 

roots—the two are tightly bound by history and blood and a shared strength to defy 

convention. 

 

New York’s Gilded Age of the 1870s is a time of great contrast and contradiction—ostentatious 

wealth and extreme poverty, sprawling, exquisite homes on wide streets lined with fruit trees 

set against filthy and overcrowded, epidemic‐plagued tenements.  

 

Anna and Sophie are far from blind to the divides, however, and far from willing to embrace a 

boring life of leisure—Anna is a surgeon, Sophie an obstetrician. Life as a female physician at 

the time is predictably difficult—especially as postal inspector Anthony Comstock wages war 

against anyone involved in contraception and abortion efforts, a cause the cousins feel strongly 



about—but they love their careers and their lives. Even if they are 28 and single and, by most 

standards of the day, undeniably spinsters.  

Anna is too consumed with work to put much thought into romance, and Sophie has been in 

love with Cap Van Gilder, the cousins’ childhood best friend, since the summer she turned 16. 

And though he has proposed on many occasions, Sophie has always said no, afraid of how his 

privileged life would change if he married a woman of color. But Cap persisted—until he was 

diagnosed with tuberculosis and cut her out of his life completely.  

 

But when Anna finds herself involved with two newly orphaned sisters desperate to find their 

missing brothers, her path crosses with the unnervingly charming Detective Sergeant Jack 

Mezzanotte. And for reasons beyond her control, their paths seem to keep crossing, much to her 

consternation—and, more confusingly, her delight. 

 

And Sophie, despite Cap’s refusal to speak to her, can’t stop researching ways to help his 

condition—even if it means convincing him to go with her to Switzerland for a new and 

experimental treatment.  

 

As the cousins both face new challenges and new opportunities, Anna and Sophie must decide 

where their loyalties and passions lie, and what—or who—truly matters most. 

 

PRAISE FOR THE GILDED HOUR 

“Donati became an internationally best‐selling author with her Wilderness series and now 

presents a novel about the descendants of her earlier characters….This satisfying read, rich in 

interpersonal relationships of many kinds, is part romance, part mystery, and part serial‐killer 

thriller.”—Booklist *Starred Review* 

“Another meticulously researched period drama with dashes of mystery and romance from 

Donati, this time set in 1880s New York….Donati is skilled at giving depth to even the most 

minor characters.... Despite the complexity, the novel never gets bogged down. Page‐turning 

and atmospheric, Donati’s novel leaves readers with plenty of questions, perhaps signaling a 

sequel to come.”—Kirkus 

“Combining a successful and satisfying mix of historical, romantic, and mystery fiction, this 

novel will ring true for a multitude of readers and will showcase once again the talents of a 

writer at the top of her game.”—Brodart 

PRAISE FOR SARA DONATI 

 

“Donati, a skillful storyteller, easily weaves historical fact with romantic ambience to create a 

dense, complex design...  [INTO THE WILDERNESS is] exemplary historical fiction, boasting a 

heroine with a real and tangible presence.”—Kirkus Reviews 

 



“Epic in scope, emotionally intense, INTO THE WILDERNESS... is an enrapturing, grand 

adventure.”—Bookpage 

 

"Skillfully told ... [DAWN ON A DISTANT SHORE is] a captivating romantic historical saga 

[that] brings a tumultuous era and dashing characters to life in what promises to be a very 

popular and rewarding series."— Booklist 

 

“[LAKE IN THE CLOUDS is] a sweeping, highly enjoyable historical adventure‐love story.”    

—Booklist 

 

“[FIRE ALONG THE SKY is] an entertaining novel held together by the kind of family loyalties 

that defy cruelty, war and even fate itself.”—Publisher’s Weekly 

“[QUEEN OF SWORDS is a] smoothly written, engrossing adventure …yet it’s more 

than that.  Donati also delves into much deeper realities, such as race and prejudice in 

one of America’s famously multicultural cities, the complex patterns of revenge, the 

price of loyalty during wartime, and the transformative power of love.  Avid historical 

fiction and romance readers will devour it.”—Booklist 

 

Sara Donati is the pen name of author Rosina Lippi. Her 

first novel, HOMESTEAD (Mariner Books/Houghton 

Mifflin, 1999; Flamingo UK, 2001) won the 1999 

Pen/Hemingway Award and was short‐listed for the 2001 

Orange Prize.  Her first contemporary romantic comedy, 

TIED TO THE TRACKS was published by NAL/Penguin 

in 2006. As Sara Donati she is the author of the INTO THE 

WILDERNESS series—the epic saga of an Early American 

family’s struggle for survival in the northeast wilderness.  





ALISON GOODMAN              THE DARK DAYS CLUB (A Trilogy) 

 

 A new adventure series from The New York Times best-selling author of EON 

and EONA  

 Set in the glittering social whirl of the Beau Monde, featuring Lady Helen 

Wrexhall and Lord Carlston as they face a demonic conspiracy that threatens to 

plunge the newly Enlightened world back into darkness 

 Sold in a six figure deal to Viking/Penguin Books for Young Readers 

 Lead title 

 National Penguin Teen Group Author Tour 

 Promotion at New York Comic Con (October 2015) 

 Feature promotion at national school and library conferences, including galley 

distribution at NCTE/ALAN and ALA Midwinter 

 Digital consumer advertising campaign targeting YA and cross-over audiences 

 Major blogger and Booktuber outreach 

 Major social media and galley and digital sampler outreach, including targeted 

NetGalley promotion 

 EON and EONA sold in 18 countries and were translated into 16 languages 

 EON won the 2008 Aurealis Award for Best Fantasy Novel and was a 2010 

American Library Association Best Young Adult Book 

 

Audience: 12 and up 

US: Viking Children’s. Jam. 16, 2016; Australia: HarperCollins, Jan. 16, 2016 

 Materials available: Manuscript, Page Count: 453  

Translation rights sold: Gallimard (French) 

EON, EONA Translation rights sold: Record (Brazilian Portuguese), Jota (Czech), Ikar 

(Slovakian), Mynx (Dutch), Gallimard (French), Random House (Germany), Patakis (Greek), 

Noura (Indonesian), Kinneret (Hebrew), Alma Littera (Lithuanian), Telbit (Polish), Editura 

Litera (Romanian), Vice Versa (Spanish), Hikmah (Thai), Artemis (Turkish), Hayakawa 

(Japanese) 

Good help is hard to find in London 1812, especially when housemaids are disappearing into 

the night. Fallen women, it is presumed, but the disturbing trend has caught the notice of Lady 

Helen Wrexhall.  

 

Eighteen‐year‐old Lady Helen is on the eve of her debut presentation at the royal court of 

George III and Queen Charlotte. She is the daughter of the notorious Lady Catherine— 

rumored to have collaborated with Napoleon – and, as such, Lady Helen and her brother 

Andrew are tainted with a traitor’s blood. With both parents dead, Helen is under the 

guardianship of her aunt and uncle and she is closely watched for any trace of her mother’s 



corrupt nature. But none of the surviving family members are aware that Lady Catherine was, 

in fact, a member of the Dark Days Club: a group of men and women sworn to protect 

humanity from demons that have infiltrated all levels of society.  

 

These demons feed on the human life force, shifting from generation to generation into the flesh 

body of one of their human offspring. To all eyes they look like men and women; their vast 

number hidden in plain sight.  Now, it is whispered that a different creature has arrived–– a 

Grand Deceiver––and in its wake comes the threat of a Reign of Terror like that which tore 

France apart less than twenty years before.  

 

Although Helen can feel the strange heat of her mother’s heritage thrumming through her 

veins, she resolutely ignores it. Instead, she tries hard to focus on gowns and dancing, and 

securing a suitable marriage. Yet when one of her own maids goes missing, she cannot help 

being drawn into the mystery, and the dangerous shadows of Regency London. 

 

It is in these shadows that she finds William Standfield, the Earl of Carlston and a member of 

the Dark Days Club. Three years earlier, Carlston was accused of murdering his French wife. 

No body was found so he was never tried, but society’s judgment forced him to flee to the 

Continent. Now he has returned from exile, brought back by the news that Lady Catherine’s 

daughter has come of age. It is Carlston’s desperate hope that Lady Helen has inherited her 

mother’s abilities and courage as well as her rare bloodline. If she has, then he must bring her 

into the Dark Days Club.  

 

It soon becomes apparent that Lady Helen is very much her mother’s daughter: clever, 

stubborn, and not easily convinced. She doesn’t trust Carlston, or the Dark Days Club, nor does 

she want anything to do with demons or alchemy. Her mother has bequeathed her a way out––

a miniature portrait with an alchemical weapon that will strip her of her power. But using it 

would destroy the only defense that humanity has against the horror of the approaching Grand 

Deceiver.  

 

Will Helen choose to hide in a safe life of privilege and propriety, or will she step into a 

terrifying world where demons dance in ballrooms and allies are even more dangerous than 

enemies? 

These first three books (with the potential for more) will follow the Social Seasons, with Book 1 

set in London;  Book 2 in Brighton at the seaside during the High Summer season; and Book 

3 during the Country House Party season (September to December) where young men and 

women were invited on an extended stay at a family or acquaintance’s country estate for winter 

sports, Christmas celebrations, and the chance of some loosely chaperoned time in the company 

of prospective marriage partners... 

 

 

 



PRAISE FOR ALISON GOODMAN 

 

“Entangled politics and fierce battle scenes provide a pulse‐quickening pace, while the 

intriguing characters add interest and depth. Eona’s pivotal acceptance of her femininity, so 

ruthlessly repressed by both herself and her culture, gives this intricate fantasy particular 

weight. Readers will clamor for the sequel.”—Booklist *Starred Review* 

 

“The author's plotting is elaborate, smart and capable of taking the audience by surprise. 

Enthralled readers will be hard‐pressed to wait for the story's second half.”—Publishers Weekly 

*Starred Review* 

 

“This novel includes plenty of exciting sword fights and plot reversals, and the dragons 

themselves are beautifully described. Eon’s rise and fall take an unpredictable course and a 

surprise awaits at the end.”—The New York Times Book Review 

 

“…a steamy page turner…tension slowly building from slow start to a climactic battle packed 

with large‐scale combat, mystical battles and sexual tension. One of those rare and welcome 

fantasies that complicate black‐and‐white morality.”—Kirkus 

 

“Its flashy swordplay, spectacular magic, increasingly explicit sexuality, and elaborately 

constructed society should leave readers satisfied as Eona's adventures draw to a close.”           

—Publishers Weekly 

 

“Goodman’s sequel to the stellar EON definitely does not disappoint!  Goodman’s characters 

and her world‐building talents are exceptionally strong, and I was very sorry to see this saga 

end.” — Indie Next List 

 

“I literally held my breath through much of this exciting book as Eon walks a razor's edge 

among powerful, plotting lords . . . I loved it. Can't wait for the sequel!” — Tamora Pierce  

 

Alison Goodman is the author of the duology EON and 

EONA, SINGING THE DOGSTAR BLUES, and the adult 

science fiction thriller KILLING THE RABBIT. She was a 

D.J. O’Hearn Memorial Fellow at Melbourne University, 

holds a Master of Arts in Writing from the Royal 

Melbourne Institute of Technology, and has taught 

creative writing at the postgraduate level. She lives in 

Melbourne, Australia, with her husband, Ron, and their 

Machiavellian Jack Russell Terrier.  



 

 



KEVIN HEARNE      SHATTERED, STAKED, SCOURGED 

               The final three books in The Iron Druid Chronicles 

 

 

 The final three books in The New York Times-bestselling Iron Druid 

Chronicles! 

 Over one million copies of the Iron Druid Chronicles are in print 

 High six-figure sale  

 SHATTERED was a New York Times bestseller on the hardcover, e-book and 

combined print and e-book lists 

 Starred reviews in Publishers Weekly 

 SHATTERED, STAKED and SCOURGED will be published in hardcover 

format one year apart 

 Spring European tour: VIP guest at the 2015 Pyrkon Fantasy Convention, 

Poznan, Poland followed by events in Berlin and Prague 

 

US: Del Rey; UK: Orbit 

US and UK: SHATTERED, June 2014, STAKED, December 2015, SCOURGED, 2016 

Translation rights sold: Fanucci (Italy, 1-3), Rebis (Polish, 1-6), Tatthata (Thai, 1-9), 

Klett-Cotta (German, 1-6), Laser (Czech, 1-6), Artemis (Turkish, 1-9), Minotauro 

(Spanish, 1-3), Gaea (Simplified Chinese, 1-9), Hayakawa Shobo (Japanese, 1-3), 

Konyvmolykepzo (Hungarian, 1-3) 

 

Materials available:  

HOUNDED (2011): Finished books: Page count: 304 

HEXED (2011): Finished books: Page count: 320 

HAMMERED (2011): Finished books: Page count: 336 

TRICKED (2012): Finished books: Page count: 368 

TRAPPED (2012): Finished books: Page count: 298 

HUNTED (2013): Finished books: Page count:  320 

SHATTERED: Finished books: Page count: 352 

STAKED: Manuscript, Page count: 347 

 

For nearly two thousand years, only one Druid has walked the Earth—Atticus O’Sullivan, the 

Iron Druid, whose sharp wit and sharp sword have kept him alive as he’s been pursued by a 

pantheon of hostile deities in HOUNDED, HEXED, HAMMERED, TRICKED, TRAPPED and 

HUNTED. The final three books of the wildly popular New York Times bestselling series, 

published in hardcover, one year apart, will take readers on a breathless ride to Atticus’s final 

showdown with his enemies, a showdown that just may bring about the end of the world. 

 

 



SHATTERED 

 

Atticus’s apprentice Granuaile is at last a full Druid herself. What’s more, Atticus has defrosted 

an arch druid long ago frozen in time, a father figure (of sorts) who now goes by the modern 

equivalent of his old Irish name: Owen Kennedy. 

  

And Owen has some catching up to do. 

  

Atticus takes pleasure in the role reversal, as the student is now the teacher. Between busting 

Atticus’s chops and trying to fathom a cell phone, Owen must also learn English. For Atticus, 

the jury’s still out on whether the wily old coot will be an asset in the epic battle with Norse god 

Loki—or merely a pain in the arse. 

  

But Atticus isn’t the only one with daddy issues. Granuaile faces a great challenge: to exorcise a 

sorcerer’s spirit that is possessing her father in India. Even with the help of the witch Laksha, 

Granuaile may be facing a crushing defeat. 

  

As the trio of Druids deals with pestilence‐spreading demons, bacon‐loving yeti, fierce flying 

foxes, and frenzied Fae, they’re hoping that this time, three’s a charm. 

 

STAKED 

 

When a druid has lived for two thousand years like Atticus, he’s bound to run afoul of a few 

vampires. Make that legions of them. Even his former friend and legal counsel turned out to be 

a bloodsucking backstabber. Now the toothy troublemakers—led by power‐mad pain‐in‐the‐

neck Theophilus—have become a huge problem requiring a solution. It’s time to make a stand. 

  

As always, Atticus wouldn’t mind a little backup. But his allies have problems of their own. 

Ornery archdruid Owen Kennedy is having a wee bit of troll trouble: Turns out when you stiff a 

troll, it’s not water under the bridge. Meanwhile, Granuaile is desperate to free herself of the 

Norse god Loki’s mark and elude his powers of divination—a 

quest that will bring her face‐to‐face with several Slavic 

nightmares. 

  

As Atticus globetrots to stop his nemesis Theophilus, the 

journey leads to Rome. What better place to end an immortal 

than the Eternal City? But poetic justice won’t come without a 

price: In order to defeat Theophilus, Atticus may have to lose an 

old friend. 

 



 

SCOURGED  

 

In the ninth and final book of the series, Loki, Hel, and their allies try to bring about 

Ragnarok— and it's up to Atticus and company to stop them. 

 

PRAISE FOR SHATTERED 

 

“The funny, razor‐sharp wit that the author uses to bring Atticus to life, and narrate the 

difficulty that the arch druid has in integrating with the modern world, brings to mind the likes 

of Spider Robinson’s Callahan series and Gordon R. Dickson’s Dragon Knight stories. Plenty of 

action, humor, and mythology keep this book fun and interesting.” ––Publishers Weekly *Starred 

Review* 

  

“This series just gets bigger and better, and Shattered shows no signs of it slowing down.”              

—Vampire Book Club 

  

“Well and truly awesome.”—Fangs for the Fantasy         

“So much fun to read!”—Hidden in Pages 

  

“[With] clever writing and engrossing story‐telling, it’s impossible not to get completely 

absorbed into the world Kevin [Hearne] has created.”—Yummy Men and Kick Ass Chicks  

 

 

 



PRAISE FOR THE IRON DRUID CHRONICLES                                                                                        

 

“Hearne, a self‐professed comic‐book nerd, has turned his love of awesome dudes whacking 

mightily at evil villains into a superb urban fantasy debut.”—Publishers Weekly *Starred Review* 

“[Kevin] Hearne is a terrific storyteller with a great snarky wit. . . . Neil Gaiman’s AMERICAN 

GODS meets Jim Butcher’s Harry Dresden.”—SFF World 

 

“[Atticus is] a strong modern hero with a long history and the wit to survive in the twenty‐first 

century…A snappy narrative voice…a savvy urban fantasy adventure.”—Library Journal 

“This is a super urban fantasy in which Hearne’s mythos comes across as possible due to 

reasonable explanations interwoven into the fast‐paced plot.”—Harriet Klausner 

 

 

 

“[A] page‐turning and often laugh‐out‐loud funny caper through a mix of the modern and the 

mythic.”— Ari Marmell, author of THE WARLORD’S LAMENT 

 

 “Celtic mythology and an ancient Druid with modern attitude mix it up in the Arizona desert 

in this witty new urban fantasy series.”—Kelly Meding, author of THREE DAYS TO DEAD 

 

 “Hearne breathes new life into old myths, creating a world both eerily familiar and startlingly 

original.”—Nicole Peeler, author of TEMPEST RISING 

 

“Kevin Hearne’s sexy second Iron Druid urban fantasy (after Hounded) cranks out action and 

quips at a frenzied pace…[a] fun and highly irreverent read.”—Publishers Weekly 

 



“If you like urban fantasy that is fun and funny, then pick up HOUNDED, HEXED and 

HAMMERED. If you like urban fantasy of great substance then you should pick up 

HOUNDED, HEXED and HAMMERED, and anything else Kevin Hearne puts out in the future. 

You’ll not be disappointed.”—SciFi Mafia 

 

“[Hearne] shows in HAMMERED…that nothing should be taken for granted and nothing is 

safe…. Hearne and Atticus could be the logical heir to Butcher and Dresden.”—SFF World 

 

“Kevin Hearne’s TRICKED manages to combine the fun aspects of the previous books and give 

the saga a darker turn to make this book more akin to a thriller. It marks an exciting return to 

the world of Atticus and Oberon; give TRICKED along with the rest of The Iron Druid 

Chronicles a chance and you won’t regret it. An excellent entry that only heightens the wait for 

TRAPPED…”—FantasyBookCritic.blogspot.com 

 

“Hearne is continuing to keep me very entertained with these books—quick, humorous reads 

with an undercurrent of a larger plot. In other words, The Iron Druid Chronicles continue to be 

pleasing novels in and of themselves but that also serve a larger story…It may be possible that 

Hearne and Atticus are the logical heir to Butcher and Dresden.”—SFF 

 

 

 
Kevin Hearne is a native of Arizona. He 

graduated from Northern Arizona and was a 

high school English teacher before devoting 

himself to writing fulltime. Kevin Hearne is a 

middle‐aged nerd who still enjoys his comic 

books and old‐school heavy metal. He cooks 

tasty omelets, hugs trees, and paints miniature 

army dudes. He lives with his wife, daughter, 

and doggies in Colorado. 

 

 



             

 

 

 

 

 



JUSTINE LARBALESTIER                         RAZORHURST  

 

 

 “Vivid and bloody and bold and fast—I feel like RAZORHURST is in my 

bones now.”—Elizabeth Gilbert, author of THE SIGNATURE OF ALL 

THINGS and EAT, PRAY, LOVE 

 The story of a gangster’s moll and a street urchin who can see ghosts as they 

attempt to tip the balance in a bloody underworld power struggle over the 

course of one day in 1932 

 An Amazon Big Spring Book: Teen and Young Adult 

 Starred reviews in School Library Journal, Kirkus, Publishers Weekly, and 

BCCB 

 Featured in the New York Times Sunday Book Review as a YA title with 

crossover adult appeal 

 Chosen by Kirkus as one of “Nine Teen Titles Adults Shouldn’t Miss” 

 Shortlisted for the Victorian Premier’s Literary Prize for Young Adult Fiction 

 Shortlisted for the NSW Premier’s Literary Award for Young Adult Fiction  

 Shortlisted for the 2015 Inky Awards 

 YALSA Best Books for Young Readers Nominee (2015) 

 "Sure, it is shiny and chilly and bloody and sharp, like the razor of the title, 

but Larbalestier's book is also magical and glamorous. Everything comes 

together in a surprising, gory, inevitable ending from one of the smartest 

writers in YA fiction."—E. Lockhart, author of WE WERE LIARS 

 

Audience: Young Adult 

US: SOHO Teen, March 2015, A/NZ: Allen & Unwin 2014 

Materials available: Finished books, Page count: 320 

 

TEAM HUMAN US: HarperCollins 2012, ANZ: Allen & Unwin 2012 

Translation rights sold: Artemis (Turkish), Record (Brazilian Portuguese) 

ZOMBIES VS. UNICORNS US: Margaret K. McElderry Books 2010; ANZ: Allen & Unwin 

2010 

Translation rights sold: Gallimard (French), Record (Brazilian Portuguese) 

LIAR: US: Bloomsbury 2009, ANZ:  Allen & Unwin 2009 

Translation rights sold: Gallimard (French), Bertelsmann (German), Salani (Italian), Record 

(Brazilian Portuguese), Sharp Point Press (Complex Chinese), Hoest (Danish), Artemis 

(Turkish), Mynx (Dutch), Versatil (Spain) 

 

 

The setting: 1932 Razorhurst—a world where guns have been banned and “razor men” rule the 

streets with their blades, their scars a badge of brute and bravery. 



The fragile peace between two competing mob bosses—Gloriana Nelson and Mr Davidson—is 

crumbling. Loyalties are shifting. Betrayals threaten.  Kelpie knows the dangers of the Sydney 

streets. Ghosts have kept her alive, steering her to food and safety, but they are also her 

torment. Dymphna is Gloriana Nelson’s “best girl,” experienced in surviving the criminal 

world, but she doesn’t know what this day has in store for her. 

  

When Dymphna meets Kelpie over the corpse of Jimmy Palmer, Dymphna’s latest boyfriend, 

she pronounces herself Kelpie’s new protector. But Dymphna’s life is in danger too, and she 

needs an ally. And while Jimmy’s ghost wants to help, the dead cannot protect the living . . . 

 

Brilliantly unfolding through Kelpie's and Dymphna's alternating points of view over the 

course of one single, extraordinary day, RAZORHURST draws readers into its dark, deadly 

world and shocks, surprises, and stirs us in the most unexpected ways.   

 

PRAISE FOR RAZORHURST 

 

“The Australian‐American Larbalestier’s scholarly background is on full display in her latest 

novel, with its meticulous attention to detail and strong emphasis on overlooked voices from 

history. [A] fascinating setting, colorful names and sharp, peppery period dialogue … The street 

fights are depicted in all their gore and glory, and Larbalestier does not hesitate to ruthlessly 

kill off a central, beloved character by book’s end. Which one? Only the razor knows.”—New 

York Times Sunday Book Review 

 

“Reading like a detailed painting in novel form, this haunting, gorgeously rendered 

supernatural/historical novel captures the rough and tumble world of gangsters and molls in all 

its bloody, vicious glory…The novel is as much about the place and time as it is about the 

young women, and readers interested in immersing themselves completely in an unforgettable 

setting will revel in this well‐researched, true‐to‐life adventure.”—BCCB *Starred Review* 

 

“Larbalestier (LIAR) packs plenty of danger into the single day this novel covers, but frequent 

interludes of backstory keep things from feeling rushed. The narrative also benefits from a 

colorful, well‐rendered cast, human and ghost alike. While the writing style calls to mind fiction 

of an earlier era, this story’s interwoven intrigue and empathy make it feel timeless.”                 

—Publishers Weekly *Starred Review* 

 

“Straight from the opening lines, the suspenseful narrative is both dizzying and illuminating as 

it rotates among the characters, giving a nearly 360‐degree perspective on the life‐threatening 

mess that Kelpie and Dymphna find themselves in. Characters both living and dead reveal 

crucial pieces of the plot slowly over the course of one harrowing day. Larbalestier pulls no 

punches with the gruesome, gory details about the violence of poverty, and the result is a dark, 

unforgettable and blood‐soaked tale of outlaws and masterminds.”—Kirkus *Starred Review* 

 



“Larbalestier’s latest features gritty historical fiction with a paranormal twist. … [S]hort 

chapters and multiple viewpoints keep things interesting. The ghosts are mostly peripheral to 

the story, though their presence emphasizes the bloody nature of the time period and 

provides occasional humor.”—School Library Journal *Starred Review*  

 

" Yoking paranormal thriller, roman noir, and historical fiction, Razorhurst teems with precisely 

realized period details and an expansive cast of unsavory characters, as well as numerous 

allusions to the films noirs and Sydney history that inspired Larbalestier; what the ghosts add to 

the mix remains unclear. The story's third‐person narration frequently shifts points of view; this 

and its many cuts and flashbacks disrupt momentum repeatedly, undermining action and 

suspense. Larbalestier's prose throughout is intensely lucid and sharp, however, and colorful 

with Sydney's historical dialect and setting.”—The Horn Book Magazine 

“The seventh novel by Hugo‐nominated and Ditmar Award‐winning YA author Justine 

Larbalestier, RAZORHURST is both fast‐paced thriller and noir but with a paranormal twist: 

The story's heroines can see ghosts….Expertly woven into the narrative are short vignettes that 

flesh out the history of certain places or people — a literary device that could feel clunky or 

forced in less adept hands but here serves to deepen the reader's understanding of and 

attachment to the kaleidoscope of characters in Larbalestier's masterfully constructed tale. 

RAZORHURST is more gory and, despite the youth of its protagonists, perhaps more adult in 

theme than many of its YA contemporaries. It is also better written and more lavishly 

imagined…Larbalestier's elaborate world is sure to linger.”—Los Angeles Times 

 

“RAZORHURST by Justine Larbalestier is a bloody masterpiece (pun intended)—the kind of 

book that feels classic and timeless and sharp with characters that live and breathe off the page. 

In short: wow.”—Courtney Summers, author of THIS IS NOT A TEST and ALL THE RAGE 

 

"RAZORHURST is magnificent—beautiful prose and good storytelling."—Amber Benson, 

author of THE WITCHES OF ECHO PARK, star of “Buffy the Vampire Slayer” 

 

"A timeless tale of love and violence in long lost Razorhurst with characters I truly cared 

about.”—"Melina Marchetta, author of JELLICOE ROAD 
 

Justine Larbalestier is the author of LIAR, the 

MAGIC OR MADNESS trilogy (Penguin US and 

Australia 2005‐07) and HOW TO DITCH YOUR 

FAIRY (Bloomsbury 2008, Allen & Unwin 2009), 

and the editor of ZOMBIES VS. UNICORNS.  She 

was born and raised in Sydney, Australia, and she 

and her husband split their time between Sydney 

and New York City.   





JEN LARSEN                     FUTURE PERFECT  

 

 

 The YA and fiction debut of Jen Larsen, author of the celebrated adult memoir, 

STRANGER HERE 

 What happens when the reflection in your mirror seems to bother everyone—

but you? 

 Reviewed in Kirkus, Publishers Weekly 

 Cover revealed in The Huffington Post 

 STRANGER HERE received a four-star review and write-up in People 

Magazine 

 Writing and excerpts have appeared in The Huffington Post, The New York 

Post, and online at Refinery 29, Hello Giggles!, and The Daily Mail  

 
Audience: Young Adult 

US: Harper Teen (October 6th, 2015) 

Materials available: Finished books, Page count: 320 

 

Ashley Maria Perkins. 50 pounds for a trip to Disneyland. 

Ashley Maria Perkins. 75 pounds for a shopping trip in Paris. 

Ashley Maria Perkins. 80 pounds for a new car. 

 

Every year on her birthday, Ashley Perkins gets a card from her grandmother. Pretty standard, 

right? But like clockwork, every year, Ashley’s card also contains a promise: lose enough weight, 

and I will buy your happiness.  

 

Ashley doesn’t think there’s anything wrong with the way she looks. She knows exactly how 

she fits into her life, wide hips and all. But no amount of arguing can persuade her grandmother 

that “fat” isn’t a dirty word—that Ashley is happy with her life, and her body, as it is. 

 

But Ashley wasn’t counting on having her dreams served up on a silver platter at her latest 

birthday party. She falters when Grandmother offers the one thing she’s always wanted: tuition 

to attend Harvard University.  

 

Ashley wants it—she can’t deny it. But their annual negotiation has upped its stakes—

Grandmother wants her to get weight‐loss surgery in return for the money. 

 

As Ashley grapples with the choice that little white card has given her, she feels pressured by 

her friends, her family, even administrators at school. They all believe that Ashley could be her 

best self if she would just listen to them. But what’s a girl to do when the reflection in her mirror 

seems to bother everyone but her? 

 



PRAISE FOR FUTURE PERFECT 
 

“…a moving, empowering read.”—Publishers Weekly 

 

“Larsen's engrossing first‐person narrative reveals these details quickly, then layers on incidents 

and emotions to build an immersive experience as Ashley struggles to write her college 

application essay and to stand strong in the face of her paternal grandmother's coercive 

manipulation…An absorbing look at the cultural obsession with women's weight and how 

much energy and effort it takes to live an authentic life on one's own terms.”—Kirkus 

 

PRAISE FOR JEN LARSEN  

 

STRANGER HERE: How Weight-Loss Surgery Transformed My Body and Messed 

with My Head (Seal Press 2013) 
 

“Honest, brave and sparklingly funny, Larsen’s memoir reminds us that one size doesn’t—and 

shouldn’t—fit all.”—People Magazine 

 

“An arresting memoir about the author’s experience with weight–loss surgery….Raw 

vulnerability and rigorous emotional honesty make this weight–loss memoir compelling and 

memorable.”—Kirkus 

 

"For all the noise our culture makes about fat and thin and health and perfect bodies, Jen 

Larsen's voice rises above the clamor, disarming and funny but unflinching, too. Combining 

stark honesty with generosity of spirit, this story of loss and recovery is like no other."—Wendy 

McClure, columnist for BUST Magazine and author of THE WILDER LIFE 

 

 

 

Jen Larsen is the author of the widely acclaimed 

adult memoir STRANGER HERE: How Weight-Loss 

Surgery Transformed My Body and Messed with My 

Head, which chronicles her own real‐life journey with 

weight‐loss surgery. FUTURE PERFECT is her first 

fiction novel. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



JOHN MARSHALL   WIDE OPEN WORLD: How Volunteering              

                                               Around the World Changed One Family’s Lives Forever **                                                                    

                                                                     

 

 The inspiring story of an ordinary family that embarks on an extraordinary 

journey volunteering their way around the globe  

 Reviewed in Kirkus and Publishers Weekly 

 The book at the epicenter of an inspiring “movement,” Voluntourism, which 

Travel + Leisure calls “the fastest growing trend in the global travel industry” 

 For readers of THREE CUPS OF TEA, EAT, PRAY, LOVE, and WILD 

 Tie in piece about writing and traveling was published on Biographile 

http://www.biographile.com/write-start-how-writing-is-like-traveling-by-john-

marshall/39384/?ref=insyn_corp_bio-ballantine-writestart-marshall  

 Check out the author’s TED talk about voluntourism: 

http://tedxdirigo.com/speakers/john-marshall/ 

 “For anyone who has ever imagined what it would be like to pack up, unplug, 

pull the kids out of school, and travel around the world, this volunteer 

adventure is your ticket. WIDE-OPEN WORLD will move, engage and inspire 

you, even if you never leave the couch.”—Christina Baker Kline, New York 

Times Bestselling Author of ORPHAN TRAIN 

 

US: Ballantine Books, February 2015 

Materials available: Finished books, Page count: 320 

**Translation rights handled by Random House 

 

Oppressive heat, grueling bus rides, backbreaking work, and one vicious spider monkey…Best 

family vacation ever! 

  

John Marshall needed a change. His twenty‐year marriage was falling apart, his seventeen‐year‐

old son was about to leave home, and his fourteen‐year‐old daughter was lost in cyberspace. 

Desperate to get out of a rut and reconnect with his family, John dreamed of a trip around the 

world, a chance to leave behind, if only just for a while, routines and responsibilities. He didn’t 

have the money for resorts or luxury tours, but he did have an idea that would make traveling 

the globe more affordable and more meaningful than he’d ever imagined: The family would 

volunteer their time and energy to others in far‐flung locales.  

  

WIDE OPEN WORLDis the inspiring true story of the six months that changed the Marshall 

family forever. Once they’d made the pivotal decision to go, John and his wife, Traca, quit their 

jobs, pulled their kids out of school, and embarked on a journey that would take them far off the 

beaten path, and far out of their comfort zones. 

Here is the totally engaging, bluntly honest chronicle of the Marshalls’ life‐altering adventure 



from Central America to East Asia. It was no fairy tale. The trip offered little rest, even less 

relaxation, and virtually no certainty of what was to come. But it did give the Marshalls 

something far more valuable: a once‐in‐a‐lifetime opportunity to conquer personal fears, 

strengthen family bonds, and find their true selves by helping those in need. In the end, as John 

discovered, he and his family did not change the world. It was the world that changed them. 

 

PRAISE FOR WIDE OPEN WORLD 

 

“… [E]ach new location combines beautiful scenery with a dose of sentiment, a good deal of 

humor, and some heartfelt consideration of the human condition. Marshall’s experience gives 

rise to phrases like “the thing about your second set of monkey bites is...” and “each day began 

at 4:15 a.m. with roosters.” His philosophy may not fit everyone and the ending is bittersweet, 

but this is an enticing call to service.”—Publishers Weekly 

 

“Marshall's use of rich details locates readers firmly in each time and place, enabling them to 

sense the adventure, wonder and joy he experienced in his surroundings and in watching his 

children grow into hardworking, more responsible teens, as well as the frustrations and 

disappointments he and his family inevitably encountered along the way. A great armchair 

adventure that should inspire others to consider voluntourism as a way to help others and see 

the world.”—Kirkus 

 

“John Marshall has done it, written a big, honest, charming memoir about the dream—and 

reality—of escaping it all, on a round‐the‐globe boondoggle with your family. In WIDE OPEN 

WORLD, the pleasures are deep, the sentiments revelatory, and the voice true and funny. And 

best of all, you won’t have to leave your armchair, or upend your life, to know what it feels like 

to make your way, with kids, out there in the beautiful, churning world.”—Michael Paterniti, 

author of LOVE AND OTHER WAYS OF DYING 

  

“Volunteering may not change the world—but as we learn in Wide‐Open World, it will change 

you and your family. Let this heartwarming, hilarious, poignant book be your inspiration: Dare 

to follow in the Marshall family’s footsteps, and give more of your time, effort, and heart than 

you ever thought possible—and watch the blessings flow!”—Sy Montgomery, author of THE 

GOOD GOOD PIG 

  

“Compelling, richly detailed, and often laugh‐out‐loud funny, WIDE OPEN WORLDis the 

poignant story of four ordinary people trying to salvage a family while saving the world (or at 

least making it a little bit better). Sometimes the truest path to self‐knowledge is focusing on the 

needs of others, and this book provides ample—and compulsively readable—evidence of just 

that.”—Gwen Cooper, author of HOMER’S ODYSSEY 

  

“This invaluable book proves again why travel is the greatest education we can offer both 

ourselves and our children. If creating compassionate, well‐rounded, conscious global citizens 

of our kids is the true measure of a parent, then John Marshall gets an A+. I read every page 



with joyous envy. Altruism truly is the best defense.”—Andrew McCarthy, author of THE 

LONGEST WAY HOME 

  

“Told with great wisdom and humor, this exhilarating story made me want to pack up my 

family tonight and go travel around the world on a ‘voluntourism’ stint. Marshall finds 

wonderful moments of grace when he isn’t expecting them, and his rich, cinematic writing 

allows the reader to hop on the bus with him and go along for the ride.”—Susan Conley, author 

of PARIS WAS THE PLACE 

 

“For anyone who has ever imagined what it would be like to pack up, unplug, pull the kids out 

of school, and travel around the world, this volunteer adventure is your ticket. WIDE OPEN 

WORLD will move, engage and inspire you, even if you never leave the couch.” 

—Christina Baker Kline, New York Times Bestselling Author of ORPHAN TRAIN 

 

 

 

John Marshall is a 9‐time Emmy award‐winning 

writer, producer, and director, and in 2008, he was 

named Maine’s Broadcaster of the Year. He lives in 

Gorham, Maine, when he is not traveling. His most 

recent voluntourism trip took place in April 2014 when 

he traveled to Thailand to work with orphaned and 

injured elephants in the Chiang Mai jungle. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HEARTLESS  

The prequel to ALICE’S ADVENTURES IN WONDERLAND 

By Marissa Meyer 

 



 

MARISSA MEYER                                                HEARTLESS 

 

 

 The brand-new standalone prequel to ALICE’S ADVENTURES IN 

WONDERLAND that introduces readers to the fascinating Lady Catherine 

Pinkerton—before her unwilling engagement and marriage to the King of 

Hearts 

 Sold for six figures to Feiwel & Friends 

 Lead title with national marketing campaign, including national tour 

 The Lunar Chronicles series are New York Times Children’s YA and Series 

bestsellers, lead titles for Feiwel & Friends with extensive national 

promotion and marketing, tour stops including LA Festival of Books and 

San Diego Comic-Con, billboards in Times Square and rights sold in 28 

countries 

 

Audience: Young Adult 

US: Feiwel and Friends, 2016 

Translation rights sold: Pocket Jeunesse (French), V&R Editores (Latin America) 

 

THE LUNAR CHRONICLES  translation rights sold: Mondadori (Italian), Pocket Jeunesse 

(French), Planeta (Portugese), Rocco (Brazilian Portuguese), Estrella Polar (Catalan), Mondadori 

(Spanish 1& 2), Modernista (Swedish), Artemis (Turkish), Egmont (Polish), Egmont (Czech), 

Carlsen (German), Alexandra (Hungarian), AST (Russian), Kinneret (Hebrew), Muse (Thai), 

Patakis (Greek), Uitgeverij Manteau (Dutch), Core Culture (Complex Chinese), Take Shobo 

(Japanese), Thenan (Korean), Egmont (Bulgarian), Egmont (Croatian), Schibsted (Norwegian), 

Hoa Hoc Tro (Vietnamese), V&R (Latin American Spanish 1‐4),  Laguna (Serbian 1&2), Haru 

(Indonesian), Pikoprint (Estonian, Book #`1) 

 

Raised among the courts of Wonderland, Lady Catherine Pinkerton is among the most desired 

girls in the kingdom, and known to be a particular favorite of the yet‐unmarried King of Hearts. 

But perfection doesn’t come as easily to her as people think—she has a fondness for sweets that 

makes every dress fitting absolute torture, and she’d much rather get her hands dirty in her rose 

garden than sit down for polite afternoon tea. At the age of seventeen, she’s already growing 

frustrated with the expectations that are heaped on her by the people in court, and especially 

her own neurotic mother. 

 

Then, at an event at which she’s expected to accept the king’s marriage proposal, she meets the 

king’s handsome new jester. He’s the first person who doesn’t seem to care how tiny her waist 

is or how clean her nails, and he’s even amused by the sharp temper that makes everyone else 

around her uncomfortable. Knowing her mother would never approve, Catherine enters into a 

secret courtship, and is almost happy—until fate intervenes and her suitor is murdered. 



Catherine numbly accepts her betrothal to the simpering king. It isn’t until her lover’s murderer 

is caught and brought before her that she begins to awaken as the true Queen of Hearts. A 

queen who has her own sense of justice… and a particular fondness for beheadings. 

 

PRAISE FOR FAIREST 

 

“Meyer reveals some details that could detract from the suspense of her previous novels, so 

read the first three entries before diving into this one. (As a bonus, this volume includes the first 

three chapters of Winter, the series' conclusion, due in fall 2015.) Her meticulous construction 

reconfirms Meyer as a master architect.”—Shelf Awareness 
 

“Meyer successfully sketches in some humanity to Levana's actions. At times, her raw 

loneliness invokes short‐lived sympathy, such as when Levana clings to a dented pendant given 

to her by her husband. Even if readers despise her, it is worth reading this interim background 

novel to gain insight into Levana's complex character. VERDICT Thorough world‐building and 

fascinating character development will thrill fans and entice new readers.”—School Library 

Journal 

 

“An addictive listen. Series fans and new listeners will be equally entranced.”—AudioFile 

Magazine 

 

“...an incredibly in‐depth and revealing look at [Levana’s] character. While I won't ever 

sympathize with her, it makes us at least understand the "why" behind her actions, her 

wants.”—RabidReads 

 

 

 

Marissa Meyer was born and raised in Tacoma, Washington. She attended Pacific Lutheran 

University where she earned her Bachelor’s degree in Creative Writing and received a Master’s 

degree in Publishing from Pace University. She lives with her family in Tacoma, Washington.   

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STARS ABOVE: A Lunar Chronicles Collection 

By Marissa Meyer 

(Cover reveal on CyBORG Monday, Nov. 30th) 



 
MARISSA MEYER        STARS ABOVE: A Lunar Chronicles Collection 

 

 

 A brand new story collection from The New York Times bestselling author 

of CINDER, SCARLET, and CRESS 

 Contains a sneak peak of Marissa’s brand-new standalone book, 

HEARTLESS 

 Huge cover reveal campaign on Cyborg Monday, Nov. 30th 

 Contains all of the short stories within the LUNAR CHRONICLES 

universe, plus one brand new story!  
 

Audience: Young Adult 

STARS ABOVE: US: Feiwel and Friends, February 2, 2016 

Materials available: Manuscript, Fall 2015 

Translation rights sold: Egmont (Czech) 

The Lunar Chronicles translation rights sold: Mondadori (Italian), Pocket Jeunesse (French), 

Planeta (Portugese), Rocco (Brazilian Portuguese), Estrella Polar (Catalan), Mondadori 

(Spanish 1& 2 only), V&R Editoras (Spanish, Latin America 1-4) Modernista (Swedish), 

Artemis (Turkish), Egmont (Polish), Egmont (Czech), Carlsen (German), Alexandra 

(Hungarian), AST (Russian), Kinneret (Hebrew), Muse (Thai), Patakis (Greek), Uitgeverij 

Manteau (Dutch), Core Culture (Complex Chinese), Take Shobo (Japanese), Thenan 

(Korean), Egmont (Bulgarian), Egmont (Croatian), Schibsted (Norwegian), Hoa Hoc Tro 

(Vietnamese), Haru (Indonesian), Pikoprint (Estonian, Book #1) 

 

The enchantment continues. . . . 

 

The universe of the Lunar Chronicles holds stories—and secrets—that are wondrous, vicious, 

and romantic. How did Cinder first arrive in New Beijing? How did the brooding soldier Wolf 

transform from young man to killer? When did Princess Winter and the palace guard Jacin 

realize their destinies? 

 

With six stories—two of which have never before been published—and an exclusive never‐

before‐seen excerpt from Marissa Meyer’s upcoming novel, HEARTLESS, about the Queen of 

Hearts from Alice in Wonderland, STARS ABOVE is essential for fans of the bestselling and 

beloved Lunar Chronicles. 

 

STARS ABOVE will include: 

 

 “Glitches”: A prequel to CINDER, detailing Cinder’s first few weeks after her cyborg 

surgery and her introduction to her new stepfamily. 

 



 “The Queen’s Army”: A prequel to SCARLET, telling the story of one soldier in 

Levana’s army who is determined not to be the monster everyone expects him to be 

  “Carswell’s Guide to Being Lucky”: A prequel to CRESS, expanding on some of 

Carswell Thorne’s exploits while he was a young man with big dreams 

 “The Princess and the Guard”: A never‐before‐released prequel to WINTER, chronicling 

the friendship between Winter and Jacin and answering some frequently asked 

questions about Winter, her insanity, and her scars 

 “The Little Android”: Marissa’s retelling of Hans Christian Andersen’s “The Little 

Mermiad,” in which an android falls in love with a human boy 

 

And a BRAND NEW as-yet-to-be-determined story! 

 





MARISSA MEYER                 WINTER 

 

 

The New York Times Children’s Series Best Seller  

WINTER 

 The highly-anticipated conclusion to The New York Times- bestselling 

Lunar Chronicles series 

 Cover reveal in USA Today 

 Reviewed in Publishers Weekly 

 Chosen by Publishers Weekly as one of the most anticipated YA novels of 

Fall 2015 

 

CINDER 

 Debut series sold at auction for high six figures to Feiwel & 

Friends/Macmillan 

 New York Times hardcover and paperback best seller 

 Major marketing campaign, including year-round national and 

international tours, foreign publication kickoff at the Bologna Book Fair 

2012, national cover reveal in USA Today 

 Translation rights sold in 28 territories 

 Starred Publishers Weekly 

 Chapters/Indigo, Romantic Times, Goodreads, Kirkus and Publishers 

Weekly Best Book of 2012 pick 

 #5 on Amazon’s Best Books for Young Readers 2012 

 Hudson Booksellers Top 5 YA Books of 2012 

 YALSA Best Fiction for Young Adults (2013) 

 Children's Choice/CBC Teen Book of The Year nominee—the only book 

award voted on and chosen by kids 

 2013 Indies Choice Book of the Year nominee 

SCARLET 

 Debuted on The New York Times Best Seller List at #4  

 Lead Winter title for Macmillan Children’s Publishing 

 Starred reviews in Publishers Weekly, Booklist 

 Excerpted in Parade Magazine, circulation 33 million 

 National cover reveal in USA Today 

 #7 on the Children’s Spring 2013 Kids’ Indie Next List 

 Nominated for the American Library Association's Best Fiction for Young 

Adults 

 YALSA Best Fiction for Young Adults Book (2014) 



 

CRESS 

 Debuted at #3 on The New York Times Children’s Series Bestseller List 

 Debuted at #18 on USA Today’s Bestseller List 

 Indie bestseller in multiple regions 

 Starred review in Publishers Weekly 

 Lead title for Macmillan Children’s Publishing’s Feiwel & Friends 

Listed by VOYA as a top-rated Science Fiction/Fantasy Horror title for 2014 

 Named Huffington Post’s “Best YA Sequel” on the Top 12 Young Adult 

Books of 2014 List 

 Finalist for the 2015 Audie Award for Best Audio Book in the Teen and 

Fantasy categories 

 Extensive national tour  

 Extensive promotion and marketing including ads in cinemas showing 

Divergent and Vampire Academy 

 National our stops include LA Festival of Books and San Diego Comic-Con 

 Billboard in Times Square 

 Marissa Meyer is one of 12 judges of the Advisory Board for the Variety 

Breakthrough Awards with Judd Apatow (director), Kathy Savitt (CMO of 

Yahoo), Erik Martin (GM of Reddit) 

 Learn more about THE LUNAR CHRONICLES at the following links: 

Author blog: http://www.marissameyer.com/blog/ 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/lunarchronicles 

Publisher website: http://us.macmillan.com/cinder/MarissaMeyer 

 

Audience: Young Adult 

CINDER: US: Feiwel and Friends, Winter 2012; UK/A/NZ: Penguin, Winter 2012 

SCARLET: US: Feiwel and Friends, Winter 2013; UK/A/NZ: Penguin, Winter 2013 

CRESS: US: Feiwel and Friends, Winter 2014; UK/A/NZ: Penguin, Winter 2014 

WINTER: US: Feiwel and Friends, November 2015; UK/A/NZ: Penguin, Winter 2015 

Materials available:  

CINDER: Finished books, Page count: 390 

SCARLET: Finished books, Page count: 464 

CRESS: Finished books, Page count: 560 

FAIREST: Finished books, Page count: 272 

WINTER: Manuscript, spring 2015, Page count: 800 

 

The Lunar Chronicles translation rights sold: Mondadori (Italian), Pocket Jeunesse (French), 

Planeta (Portugese), Rocco (Brazilian Portuguese), Estrella Polar (Catalan), Mondadori 

(Spanish 1& 2), Modernista (Swedish), Artemis (Turkish), Egmont (Polish), Egmont (Czech), 

Carlsen (German), Alexandra (Hungarian), AST (Russian), Kinneret (Hebrew), Muse (Thai), 



Patakis (Greek), Uitgeverij Manteau (Dutch), Core Culture 

(Complex Chinese), Take Shobo (Japanese), Thenan (Korean), 

Egmont (Bulgarian), Egmont (Croatian), Schibsted (Norwegian), 

Hoa Hoc Tro (Vietnamese), V&R (Latin Americam Spanish 1-4),  

Laguna (Serbian 1&2), Haru (Indonesian), Pikoprint (Estonian, 

Book #1) 

 

CINDER, SCARLET and CRESS have made various bestseller lists 

and received rave reviews, including stars in Publishers Weekly and 

Booklist, and have had publicity coverage in Parade Magazine, 

Entertainment Weekly, People Magazine and USA Today. The books 

have been supported by a major marketing campaign, including 

extensive national touring and a six‐figure advertising campaign 

with ongoing promotions. CINDER was nominated for Teen Book 

of The Year by Children's Choice/CBC—the only book award voted on and chosen by kids—

and SCARLET was selected for the Spring 2013 Kids’ Indie Next List. CRESS made its debut at 

#3 on the coveted New York Times Children’s Series list, displacing THE HUNGER GAMES to 

#4. The series is loosely based on fairy tales—Cinderella, Red Riding Hood, Rapunzel, and 

Snow White—and opens with sixteen‐year‐old Cinder, a cyborg mechanic who comes to 

discover that the fate of New Beijing—and the world—rests on her, as she must piece together 

her history and fulfill her true destiny. 

 

PRAISE FOR THE LUNAR CHRONICLES  

  

CINDER 

 

“…Debut author Meyer’s brilliance is in sending the story into an entirely new, utterly thrilling 

dimension. Meyer’s far‐future Earth is richly imagined, full of prejudice and intrigue, characters 

easy to get invested in, and hints of what might await in future books.”—Publishers Weekly 

*Starred Review* 

  

“Debut author Meyer ingeniously incorporates key elements of 

the fairy tale into this first series entry.”            —Horn Book 

Magazine  

 

“…This series opener and debut offers a high coolness factor by 

rewriting Cinderella as a kickass mechanic in a plague‐ridden 

future.”—Kirkus 

 

“There’s a lot of moving parts in this fresh spin on ‘Cinderella,’ 

the first in a four‐book series.”—Booklist 

 

 



SCARLET 

 

 “It’s another Marissa Meyer roller coaster ride, part science 

fiction/fantasy, part political machination with a hint of 

romance.”—Booklist *Starred Review* 

 

“Returning fans of Meyer’s Cinder will gladly sink their teeth into 

this ambitious, wholly satisfying sequel…Meyer portrays each 

scene with precision and rising tension, leaving readers with 

another mesmerizing journey.”          —Publishers Weekly *Starred 

Review* 

 

“Meyer exhibits impressive growth as a writer, seamlessly 

weaving the multiple story lines together throughout the 

novel.”—Horn Book 

 

CRESS 

 

 “Meyer continues to show off her storytelling prowess, keeping readers engaged…The next 

installment cannot come fast enough.”—Publishers Weekly *Starred Review* 

 

“Once again, Meyer offers up a science fiction fantasy page‐turner that salutes women’s 

intelligence and empowerment, with a subtle warning of the perils of misusing that power. The 

previous titles in the Lunar Chronicles series were both New York Times best‐sellers; with a 

major marketing campaign pushing Cress, expect similar results here.”            —Booklist 

 

“This multi‐layered, action‐packed page‐turner is sure to please series fans.” —Horn Book 

 

FAIREST 

 

“Meyer reveals some details that could detract from the 

suspense of her previous novels, so read the first three entries 

before diving into this one. (As a bonus, this volume includes 

the first three chapters of Winter, the series' conclusion, due in 

fall 2015.) Her meticulous construction reconfirms Meyer as a 

master architect.”—Shelf Awareness 
 

“Meyer successfully sketches in some humanity to Levana's 

actions. At times, her raw loneliness invokes short‐lived 

sympathy, such as when Levana clings to a dented pendant 

given to her by her husband. Even if readers despise her, it is 

worth reading this interim background novel to gain insight into 

Levana's complex character. VERDICT Thorough world‐



building and fascinating character development will thrill fans and entice new readers.”—School 

Library Journal 

 

“An addictive listen. Series fans and new listeners will be equally entranced.”—AudioFile 

Magazine 

 

“...an incredibly in‐depth and revealing look at [Levana’s] character. While I won't ever 

sympathize with her, it makes us at least understand the "why" behind her actions, her 

wants.”—RabidReads 

 

WINTER 

 

“Meyer stays true to the fairy tales that underlie this series with several references to Snow 

White but continues to keep things fresh with her futuristic setting and many delightfully 

unexpected twists. Winter is not quite as formidable as her predecessors, and her innocence and 

vulnerability can be grating. That said, the explosive final confrontation with Levana is 

gratifyingly tense, and Meyer expertly ties up any and all loose ends, allowing readers to leave 

behind this saga with a contented sigh.”—Publishers Weekly 

 

 

Marissa Meyer lives in Tacoma, Washington. She’s a fan of most things geeky (SAILOR 

MOON, FIREFLY, any occasion that requires a costume), and has been in love with fairy tales 

since she was a child. She may or may not be a cyborg.  

 
 

 



 



GARTH NIX         NEWT’S EMERALD 

 

 

 What do you get when you cross internationally bestselling fantasy author 

Garth Nix with Regency romance and adventure? MAGIC! 

 NEWT’S EMERALD is a fresh new take on the Regency with the tagline 

“Magic, Maids and Masquerades” 

 Starred review in Booklist 

 Reviewed in Kirkus and School Library Journal 

 Featured in the BEA (Book Expo America) Galley Grab 

 Plans for more Regency-fantasy novels set in the same time period and world 

 Over 4,500,000 of Garth Nix’s books have sold internationally 

 

Audience: Ages 13 and up 

US: Katherine Tegen Books, October 13th, 2015; A/NZ: Allen & Unwin, May 2015; UK: 

HarperCollins, June 2015 

Materials available: Finished books, Page count: 304 

 

After the Newington Emerald is stolen at the height of a conjured storm, eighteen year‐old Lady 

Truthful Newington goes to London to search for the magical heirloom. But as no well‐bred 

young lady can hunt the metropolis for a stolen jewel, she has to disguise herself as a man, and 

is soon caught up in a dangerous adventure where she must risk her life, her reputation . . . and 

her heart. 

 

Balancing twin roles as a young lady coming out in her first season and as an intrepid young 

man up against an evil sorceress isn’t easy, but Truthful has to manage it. Her father’s life and 

even the fate of England may depend upon her recovering the Newington Emerald… 

 

PRAISE FOR NEWT’S EMERALD: 

 

“Quick‐changes, mistaken identities, treachery, and an evil sorceress make this story an utter 

delight. Truthful and Harnett’s rapport smacks of Austen’s Elizabeth Bennet and Mr. Darcy, as 

propriety and quips mask their begrudging affection for each other. Part comedy of manners, 

part fantasy adventure, this lighthearted romp is ridiculous fun.”—Booklist *Starred Review* 

 

“An author known for his imaginative worldbuilding tackles fantasy Regency romance… 

entertaining…it should satisfy genre fans.”—Kirkus 

 

“In this delightful romp, Nix turns his considerable fantasy talents to a different milieu, that of the 

Regency romance. There are dastardly plots and romantic confusions here that would do Jane 

Austen proud.  Truthful is a satisfying heroine, rescuing at least as often as she is 



rescued. VERDICT Fans of the author and of fantasy or Regency romance will enjoy this tale 

immensely.”—School Library Journal 

  

PRAISE FOR TO HOLD THE BRIDGE:  

 

“All but one story (a realistic tale of a teenage boy who is a live‐action role‐playing gamester) in 

this masterfully done archive of previously published stories are fantasy, horror, or science 

fiction and are populated by a host of outré beings, from vampires and angels to demons. Nix 

knows them well, and the result is a feast for speculative fiction fans of all ages.”—Booklist 

*Starred Review* 

 

PRAISE FOR CLARIEL 

“Over a decade has passed since Nix’s last Old Kingdom novel, ABHORSEN (HarperCollins, 

2003), but he has lost none of his skill in depicting this fantasy realm… Nix pens a compelling 

character in Clariel while his skill in rendering both politics and magic is strong. This excellent 

work can be enjoyed independently of the other Old Kingdom novels, but will certainly draw 

readers to those works.”—School Library Journal *Starred Review* 

“Between striking characters—from the heroic if not entirely competent young Abhorsen‐in‐

Waiting, Belatiel, to the enigmatic, catlike Mogget—and Nix’s brilliantly complex magic system, 

this superb tale is exactly the book fans of the series have been awaiting.”—Publishers Weekly 

*Starred Review*  

”Nix’s intricate world building reveals more Old Kingdom history and its ever‐shifting alliance 

between the political and magical. Themes of freedom and destiny underpin Clariel’s 

harrowing, bittersweet story, and readers will delight in the telling (and in fan favorite 

Mogget’s return).”—Booklist *Starred Review* 

 

 

Garth Nix grew up in Canberra. He studied for a BA in Professional 

Writing at the University of Canberra. Garth has worked as a public 

servant, bookseller, book editor and literary agent. In 2002, following 

his outstanding international success, Garth returned to full‐time 

writing. As of July 2007, Garth’s books have sold in excess of 

4,500,000 copies internationally. His books have appeared in the 

estseller lists of the New York Times, the Sunday Times (UK), Publishers 

Weekly (US), The Australian, The Bookseller (UK) and Bookseller & 

Publisher (Australia). His books have been translated into 28 

languages. Garth lives in Sydney with his wife Anna, and their two 

sons. 



 



JASON SCHMIDT                        A LIST OF THINGS THAT DIDN’T KILL ME 

 

 

 A raw, honest look at the mix of neglect, abuse and fierce love  in this memoir 

by Schmidt about growing up on life’s margins with his father 

 Positioning in the vein of memoirs like Jeannette Walls’ THE GLASS CASTLE 

and Augusten Burroughs’ RUNNING WITH SCISSORS 

 Pre-empted by FSG 

 Reviewed in Kirkus, Publishers Weekly, VOYA, School Library Journal and 

Booklist 

 Featured review in Newsday 

 Jason appeared and spoke about the book in Episode 449 of Dan Savage’s 

popular podcast on National Public Radio, Savage Lovecast 

savagelovecast.com 

 Second printing ordered only two weeks after its initial release! 

 Paperback edition to be released in Winter 2016 

 The author is a passionate advocate for impoverished teens and has 

established the Frank W. Ross Memorial Scholarship Fund through the Pride 

Foundation, “to help cover the tuition and costs of higher education for young 

people living in poverty, or who are exiting foster care.” More information can 

be found at www.pridefoundation.org and Jason’s website, 

www.jasonschmidtbooks.com  

 

Audience: Young Adult 

US: Farrar, Straus and Giroux, Winter 2015 

Materials available: Finished books, Page count: 432 

 

Jason Schmidt wasn’t surprised when he came home one day during his junior year of high 

school and found his father crawling around in a giant pool of blood. Things like that had been 

happening a lot since his dad had been diagnosed with HIV, three years earlier. 

 

Jason’s life with his father was full of secrets—about drugs, crime, and sex. If the straights—

people with normal lives—ever found out any of those secrets, the police would come. Jason’s 

home would be torn apart. So the rule, since Jason had been in preschool, was never to tell the 

straights anything. 

 

A LIST OF THINGS THAT DIDN’T KILL ME is a funny, disturbing memoir full of brutal 

insights and unexpected wit that explores the question: How do you find your moral center in a 

world that doesn't seem to have one? 

 



PRAISE FOR A LIST OF THINGS THAT DIDN’T KILL ME 

 

“The 400‐page narrative progresses….at a seemingly impossible speed, somewhere between a 

fireworks display and a school bus plunging over a bridge. While immersed in his often‐painful 

memories—every location glazed by a patina of desperation and dread—Schmidt offers 

countless reminders of how reductive history and memory can be: the extreme difficulty of 

accurately remembering any event, the subjectivity of truth.”—The Stranger 

 

“In this disturbing, heartbreaking, and inspiring memoir, Schmidt provides an account of an 

unstable childhood and adolescence….This unflinchingly honest work is a strong choice for 

readers who appreciate unfiltered stories, can stomach gruesome details, or aspire to work in 

social services.”—School Library Journal 

 

“Jason's recollections are poignant, horrifying, darkly hilarious and completely compelling. This 

is not young‐adult literature; it is literature good enough to engage a young‐adult audience. It 

should be left lying about in those rundown video arcades where you often see kids hanging 

out at odd times of day. "Why aren't those kids in school?" polite society sniffs as it drives by in 

its nice clean car. Heaven knows there are many of those kids, and Jason's memoir stands as an 

encouragement to them that they can survive the chaos of their lives.”—Newsday 

 

“Schmidt’s memoir is heartbreaking and touches the soul…. [His] brilliant prose will fascinate 

and appall teens and adults who read memoirs.”—VOYA 

 

“At bottom, this is an intensely personal narrative that meditates both on the writer's individual 

experience of abuse and the social issues at play in being the son of a gay father who becomes ill 

with HIV in its early days. Teens and adults who favor memoirs will be fascinated and deeply 

moved…”— Kirkus 

 

“[Jason] offers no easy answers; he simply tells his story. Knowing there are others living 

through exceptionally horrific circumstances and prevailing may be just what … young … 

people need to hear. Recommended.”—Ingram 

 

“Schmidt’s prose is utterly compelling.”—Kirkus Book Reports 

 

“A powerful, emotional coming‐of‐age tale of an unstable childhood, of the beginning of AIDS 

and of people purposely living on the edge of society with little‐to‐nothing, all told in a voice 

dripping with sarcasm, irony and anger. That voice hooked me — I laughed. I got teary. I loved 

it.”—The Washington Blade 

 

“[A] devastating memoir….This title joins the ranks of harrowing true stories like Dave Pelzer’s 

A CHILD CALLED IT (1993) and Augusten Burrough’s RUNNING WITH SCISSORS (2002), 

compelling accounts of childhood despair that are painful to read and impossible to put 

down.”—Booklist 



“This gut‐wrenching sometimes shockingly funny memoir of a boy growing up in the midst of 

the AIDS crisis in 1980s Seattle may be one of the most important books of the year. I could not 

put it down.”—Sarah Chen, Mysterious Galaxy 

 

 

Jason Schmidt was born in Oregon in 1972. He has a law degree 

and he lives with his family in Seattle, Washington. A LIST OF 

THINGS THAT DIDN’T KILL ME is his first book.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

THE EMPIRE OF STORMS TRILOGY 

BY 

JON SKOVRON 



JON SKOVRON       HOPE & RED (Book #1 in the Empire of Storms Trilogy)  

 

 

 The debut adult series from author Jon Skovron, acclaimed for his YA duology 

MAN MADE BOY and THIS BROKEN WONDROUS WORLD 

 Pre-empted by Orbit US & UK in a six-figure deal 

 Six-publisher, six-figure German auction 

 Pre-empts in Brazil and Portugal 

 “It reminded us of Brent Weeks’s original Night Angel Trilogy, mixed with a 

drop of Scott Lynch’s THE LIES OF LOCKE LAMORA and the brilliant 

characterizations of Brandon Sanderson”—Orbit acquiring editors 

 Read this exclusive interview with Jon about HOPE & RED on Orbit’s website 

 

HOPE & RED: US &UK: Orbit, June 2016 

BANE & SHADOW: US & UK: Orbit, February 2017 

 UNTITLED #3: US & UK: Orbit 

HOPE & RED materials available: Manuscript, Page count: 418 

Translation rights sold: Heyne (Germany), Saida de Emergencia (Portugal), Sextante (Brazil) 
 

In a fracturing empire spread across savage seas, two young people from different cultures find 

common purpose. 

 

A nameless girl is the lone survivor when her village is massacred by biomancers, mystical 

servants of the emperor. Named after her lost village, Bleak Hope is secretly trained by a master 

Vinchen warrior as an instrument of vengeance. 

 

A boy becomes an orphan on the squalid streets of New Laven after drugs and disease take the 

lives of his bohemian parents. He is adopted by one of the most notorious women of the 

criminal underworld, given the name Red, and trained as a thief and con artist.  

 

When a ganglord named Deadface Drem strikes a bargain with the biomancers to consolidate 

and rule all the slums of New Laven, the worlds of Hope and Red come crashing together, and 

their unlikely alliance takes them further than either could have dreamed possible.  

 

BANE & SHADOW 

 

With New Laven as her base of operations, Hope terrorizes imperial ships as the pirate Dire 

Bane. Her fame spreads and many who are dissatisfied with the emperor and his 

biomancers flock to her banner. Red struggles to keep his sanity as the biomancers try to turn 

him into a cold‐blooded assassin.  He finds peace in palace politics and befriends the son of the 

emperor and an ambassador from Aukbontar, a country located across  the Dark Sea. Raklock, 

now grand teacher of the Vinchen, arrives to pledge loyalty to the emperor. The biomancers tell 



him they have a common enemy in Hope.  They have sworn not to harm her directly, but they 

give control of their kraken to Raklock, so that he and his warriors can  hunt her down.  With 

the help of the imperial prince and the ambassador, Red escapes Stonepeak to warn her. 

 

UNTITLED THIRD BOOK 

 

With Hope as grand teacher of the Vinchen, Red as advisor to the new emperor, and Brigga Lin 

head of the biomancers, a new era is dawning for the empire. The emperor's predecessor had 

been afraid of Aukbontar. But the new emperor, secretly smitten with the ambassador, is eager 

to consider her country's treaty proposal, sending Hope and crew across the Dark Sea to 

negotiate. Aukbontar is an advanced society on the edge of industrial revolution. Initially, they 

are impressed, but then discover the terrible conditions of the poor, and are unsure if an alliance 

is the best course of action. When they return to their empire, they discover the Jackal 

Lords, foul necromancers, have kidnapped the emperor. The ambassador is pivotal in his 

rescue, and hopelessly enamored, he proposes not only an alliance, but marriage. 

Then Aukbontar declares war on another country, and all her allies are expected to follow.  

 

 

 

 

Jon Skovron has been an actor, musician, lifeguard, Broadway 

theater ticket seller, warehouse grunt, technical writer and web 

developer. He has nine fingers, dislikes sweets, and possesses a 

number of charming flaws. He was born in Columbus, Ohio, and 

after traveling around for a while, he has settled, somewhat hap‐

harzardly, in the Washington, D.C., area, where he and his two sons 

can regularly be seen as not fitting into the general government 

scene. Visit him at jonskovron.com 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 





JON SKOVRON             MAN MADE BOY, THIS BROKEN WONDROUS WORLD  

                                       (A Duology) 

 

THIS BROKEN WONDROUS WORLD 

 The highly-anticipated follow up to 2013’s MAN MADE BOY, which picks up 

the action immediately 

 Reviewed in Kirkus and VOYA 

 
MAN MADE BOY 

 Sold at auction to Viking/Penguin Books for Young Readers 

 Pre-empted by Allen & Unwin in Australia 

 Pitched as “John Green with monsters…” 

 Chosen as PARADE’S Must Reads of 2013 

 Longlisted for the State Library of Victoria’s 2014 Silver Inky Awards for best 

international YA novel 

 The MAN MADE BOY audiobook, narrated by the author, received Publisher 

Weekly’s 2013 Listen-Up Awards for Best of Fiction (adult and children) and Best as 

Read by Author 

 

Audience: Young Adult 

MAN MADE BOY: US: Viking, Fall 2013; Australia: Allen & Unwin, 2013 

THIS BROKEN WONDROUS WORLD: US: Viking, August 4, 2015; Australia: Allen & 

Unwin, Summer 2015 

MAN MADE BOY materials available: Finished books, Page count: 368 

THIS BROKEN WONDROUS WORLD materials available: Finished books, Page count: 384 

 

 

Pitched as “John Green with monsters,” MAN MADE BOY is the story of Frankenstein and 

Bride’s 16‐year‐old son Boy, who is ready to escape and explore the world after growing up in a 

commune with other monsters and mythological creatures below the streets of New York City. 

Once he discovers he can “pass” in the world of humans, Boy sets off on a road trip across the 

country to find where he truly belongs, meeting along the way the granddaughters of Jekyll and 

Hyde, Claire and Sophie—the start of a brilliantly original love triangle. But no matter how far 

Boy runs, he can’t escape his demons—both literal and figurative—until he faces his family 

once more. Jon Skovron is a former Shakespearian actor and rock musician turned writer, a 

very talented, strikingly cool young author who draws both a teen and adult fanbase.  

 

Boy's journey continues in THIS BROKEN WONDROUS WORLD, eight hours and one plane 

ride after MAN MADE BOY leaves us. Boy has arrived in Geneva, Switzerland, where he is met 

by his godparents—and former arch enemies—William and Elisa Frankenstein, and their twelve 

year old daughter, Giselle. Boy is homesick at first, missing the U.S., his parents, and—of, 

course—his lovely girlfriends, Sophie Jekyll and Claire Hyde. But when William and Elisa’s 



son, Henri, returns home from his summer backpacking adventure, things take a turn for the 

better. Intense, passionate, and creative, Henri and Boy become instant friends. 

The Frankensteins believe that Boy and his parents are the only true monsters in this world—

and Boy has been told he must keep it that way. But Boy has no choice but to reveal 

everything when a dwarf appears with vague and dire warnings of a future war—warnings 

that lead Boy, Henri, and Claire to New York, Peru and... the Island of Dr. Moreau.  

A battle has begun, and Boy must pick a side—human or monster—before war engulfs the 

entire world.  

 

PRAISE FOR THIS BROKEN WONDROUS WORLD 

 

“Recommend this to fans of Rick Riordan’s Percy Jackson and the Olympians and Bill 

Willingham’s Fables series or anyone looking for a fun story with heart.”—VOYA 

 

“An enjoyably action‐laden, sometimes bloody, globe‐trotting lesson in what it means to be 

monster, to be man, and to be careful when serving dryads alcohol.”—Kirkus 

 

PRAISE FOR MAN MADE BOY 

 

“The efforts of Skovron’s hero to fit in with the world, as well as his lack of control over his own 

life, appeal directly to teenage angst, and Skovron resolves the VI dilemma in a way that 

suggests a union between creators and that which they create.”—Publishers Weekly 

 

“Suffused with warmth and humor, this homage pokes fun more at the pop‐‐‐culture tropes 

that have sprung up around Frankenstein than the actual classic work, with the digital version 

of a creation gone awry a particularly brilliant and contemporary twist.”—BCCB 

 

“If MAN MADE BOY hasn’t been optioned for a film or at least a CW series by the end of the 

year, we can be assured that Hollywood has actually forgotten how to read. Because Boy, for all 

his used parts, is an original.”—I09 

 

“[MAN MADE BOY] weaves all things creepy and strange into a tale that is heartwarming and 

hilarious.”—John Corey Whaley, author of Printz Award-winning WHEN THINGS COME BACK  

 

“A remarkable mash‐up of Old World myth and post‐modern techno‐geek, MAN MADE BOY 

is one of the most original and compelling tales I’ve encountered. Evocative and utterly 

engrossing, Skovron has mastered the beauty, tragedy, and hilarity of the fine line between 

monsters and men. Read this book and marvel at his creation.” —Andrea Cremer, New York 

Times and Internationally Bestselling author of the NIGHTSHADE Trilogy 

 

“MAN MADE BOY is impressively original and inventive, and dazzlingly clever, but it’s the 

story’s sweet life‐affirming tenderness that won me over. I can’t remember when I cared so 

fiercely for a character! I was at the mercy of this sweet‐natured Boy: my heart ached, it broke, it 



was put together again, and finally, sang with joy. And all this in that incredible world Jon has 

created!”—Anna McFarlane, acquiring editor at Allen & Unwin 

 

“At its heart is Boy, a protagonist with whom readers can’t help but fall in love.  Part man, part 

machine, and part magic, Boy’s self‐consciousness, sense of humor, and quest for identity are 

totally universal to teens.”—Kendra Levin, acquiring editor at Viking 

 

 

Jon Skovron has been an actor, musician, lifeguard, Broadway theater ticket seller, warehouse 

grunt, technical writer, and web developer. He has nine fingers, dislikes sweets, and possesses a 

number of charming flaws. He was born in Columbus, Ohio, and after traveling around a while, 

he has settled, somewhat haphazardly, in the Washington, D.C., area, where he and his two 

sons can regularly be seen not fitting into the general Government scene. Visit him at 

jonskovron.com. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



T.J. STILES                  CUSTER’S TRIALS: 

                                                         A LIFE ON THE FRONTIER OF A NEW AMERICA** 

 

 

 The highly-anticipated new biography from the award-winning author of THE 

FIRST TYCOON: The Epic Life of Cornelius Vanderbilt 

 Pre-empted by FSG 

 Lead Fall title 

 *Starred* Review in Publishers Weekly 

 Pre-publication excerpt in Smithsonian magazine 

 THE FIRST TYCOON won the National Book Award for Non Fiction and the 

Pulitzer Prize for Biography, was a New York Times Notable Book and was a 

Washington Post, San Francisco Chronicle, New Yorker, Boston Globe, 

Christian Science Monitor, and Kansas City Star Book of the Year 

 
Audience: Adult 

US: Knopf, October 27, 2015 

Materials available: Finished books, Page count: 608 

THE FIRST TYCOON Translation rights sold: Cheers (Simplified Chinese) 

 

**Translation rights handled by Random House 
 

 In a biography brimming with surprises, bestselling Pulitzer 

Prize‐ and National Book Award‐winning author of THE 

FIRST TYCOON: The Epic Life of Cornelius Vanderbilt, T.J. 

Stiles delivers a fresh account of the life of George Armstrong 

Custer, one of the most famous and most controversial figures 

of American history, best known for his death at the hands of 

the Sioux in 1876 in one of the last wars of the United States 

against American Indians. Often caricatured as a flamboyant 

fool, Custer emerges in these pages as a difficult and 

complicated man at the center of epic conflicts, struggling 

with great questions still central to civic debate. The secret to 

understanding both his significance and his personality, Stiles 

writes, is to see him as a figure on a frontier in time. 

Throughout his life, Custer immersed himself in the making of 

the modern world—yet he could not adapt to the very 

modernity he helped to create.  

 

 



In Part I, Stiles follows on his remarkable rise during the American Civil War, in which he 

began as a second lieutenant and ended as a twenty‐five‐year‐old major general and national 

hero. Stiles recounts his adventures and battles with verve, revealing a gifted tactician most at 

ease in combat, but he also uncovers the less familiar sides of Custer: the intensely partisan 

conservative Democrat who sympathized with the South, the ambitious political animal who 

sought patrons to secure his advance, and the ruthless killer who pursued victory at all costs. 

The women who surrounded Custer emerge as central characters in this biography, particularly 

his well‐educated wife, Elizabeth “Libbie” Bacon Custer, and Eliza Brown, a teenager who 

escaped slavery and agreed to work for Custer as his cook and domestic manager. The often 

fraught relationship among the Custers and Brown encapsulated the upending of race relations.  

 

In Part II, Stiles follows Custer to the western frontier, vividly narrating his adventures and 

analyzing the Indian wars, yet here, too, he explores little‐known but critical episodes. Here is 

Custer as a brittle and abusive martinet as a military occupier in postwar Texas; an enthusiastic 

campaigner for the proudly racist President Andrew Johnson; a sophisticated New Yorker, 

spending months in attendance at the theater, speculating on the stock market, and attempting 

to float a silver mining company. Stiles shows how Custer lurched from crisis to crisis—stealing 

an expensive racehorse and refusing orders to return it, finding himself stymied by the 

Cheyennes, enduring a court‐martial and conviction, alienating subordinates and superiors. 

Again and again he saved himself with well‐handled battles, first against the Cheyennes and 

later against the Sioux, yet controversy followed him always. 

 

Stiles examines Custer’s career as a popular writer and public intellectual, showing how the 

Civil War reinforced his romantic sensibility even as it disillusioned such avant‐garde writers as 

Ambrose Bierce. He breaks new ground by exposing Custer’s near‐insubordination when 

assigned to battle the rampant Ku Klux Klan in Kentucky. And he offers a fresh account of how 

Custer nearly ended his career shortly before the Sioux ended his life, by brazenly allying 

himself with the political opposition to President Ulysses S. Grant. Custer’s iconic flamboyance 

concealed great capabilities, but also a deep insecurity and a self‐destructive nature. Far more 

than just an Indian fighter, he played an array of contradictory roles that spanned America’s 

vast landscape as he tried and failed to profit from the wave of change that he helped to create. 

To his admirers, he represented America’s individualistic, romantic youth as it slipped away; to 

his critics, he embodied a backward, repressive, past—an obstacle to the more egalitarian, 

scientific, industrial future. Long before his death at the Little Bighorn, his fellow Americans 

saw in him the best and the worst in themselves, in an era of jarring transformation. 

 

ADVANCE PRAISE FOR CUSTER’S TRIALS  

 

“Stiles, winner of a National Book Award and a Pulitzer Prize for 2009’s THE FIRST TYCOON, 

grounds this spectacular narrative of George Armstrong Custer in skillful research to deliver a 

satisfying portrait of a complex, controversial military man.”—Publishers Weekly *Starred 

Review* 

 



"A warts‐and‐all portrait... Stiles digs deep to deliver genuine insight into a man who never 

adapted to modernity." —Kirkus Reviews 

 

“T. J. Stiles has written a marvel of a book—the best life of Custer right up to the moment he 

marched the 7th Cavalry out of Fort Abraham Lincoln while the band played ‘The Girl I Left 

Behind,’ on their way to whip the Indians.” —Thomas Powers, author of The Killing of Crazy 

Horse 

  

“This magnificent biography lifts the shroud of myth that has long hovered over Custer. Well‐

written, exhaustively researched, and full of fresh insights, it does a superb job of re‐creating 

not only his life but even more the world in which he lived. Building on the work of previous 

writers, Stiles surpasses them all with his breadth of detail and depth of analysis.” —Maury 

Klein, author, Days of Defiance: Sumter, Secession, and the Coming of the Civil War 

  

“T.J. Stiles has done it again. With this searching, memorable portrait of George Armstrong 

Custer, Stiles recaptures the complexities of a man whom posterity has been content to 

caricature. Until now, in this wonderful book.” —Jon Meacham, author of Destiny and Power: 

The American Odyssey of George H. W. Bush 

 

 “T. J. Stiles has written another splendid book. He portrays a real Custer, full of flaws but 

possessed of outstanding combat skills and leadership. This biography easily overshadows its 

many predecessors, offering new facts and interpretations as well as a wonderful read.” —

Robert Utley, author of Cavalier in Buckskin: George Armstrong Custer and the Western Military 

Frontier 

 

PRAISE FOR THE FIRST TYCOON: The Epic Life of Cornelius 

Vanderbilt 

  

“A mighty—and mighty confident—work…This is state‐of‐the‐art 

biography…The First Tycoon has been widely praised, and rightly 

so.”—The New York Times  

  

“Superbly written and researched…Worthy of its subject.”—The 

Economist 

  

“Truly remarkable…A landmark study that significantly enhances 

one’s understanding of U.S. economic history…[Stiles is] one of the 

most exciting writers in the field.”—Foreign Affairs 

  

“Stiles has painted a full‐bodied, nuanced picture of the man…Elegance of style and fair‐

minded intent illuminate Stiles’ latest, expectedly profound exploration of American culture in 

the raw.”—The Boston Globe 

  



“Stiles, a superb researcher, has unearthed quantities of new material and crafted them into the 

illuminating, authoritative portrait of Vanderbilt that has been missing for so long.”—The 

Washington Post 

  

“Very absorbing…Much more than a biography. The book is filled with important, exhaustively 

researched and indeed fascinating details that would profit every student of American business 

and social history to read.”—San Francisco Chronicle 

  

“Stiles writes with both the panache of a fine journalist and the analytical care of a seasoned 

scholar. And he offers a fruitful way to think about the larger history of American elites as well 

as the life of one of their most famous members.”—The New York Times Book Review 

  

“Vanderbilt’s story is indeed epic, and so is THE FIRST TYCOON…Stiles is a perceptive and 

witty writer with a remarkable ability to paint a picture of the America in which Vanderbilt 

lived.”—The Christian Science Monitor 

  

“Fascinating…A reminder that Vanderbilt’s life and times still have much to teach us.”              

—Newsweek 

 

 ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

T.J. Stiles is the author of THE FIRST TYCOON: The 

Epic Life of Cornelius Vanderbilt and JESSE JAMES: 

Last Rebel of the Civil War. THE FIRST TYCOON 

won the 2010 Pulitzer Prize for Biography and the 

2009 National Book Award for Nonfiction. JESSE 

JAMES won the Ambassador Book Award and the 

Peter Seaborg Award for Civil War Scholarship. It 

was named a finalist for the Los Angeles Times Book 

Prize in Biography and a New York Times Notable 

Book of the Year.  

 



 



Scott Westerfeld, Margo Lanagan, Deb Biancotti                     ZEROES (A Trilogy) 

 

 Every power has a price 

 Sold in a seven-figure deal to Simon & Schuster 

 Sold in the UK to Simon & Schuster and in ANZ to Allen & Unwin 

 Was announced with a simultaneous US, UK, and Australian press release 

which generated massive buzz within hours of its posting 

 Featured in the BEA (Book Expo America) Galley Grab 

 Starred review in School Library Journal 

 Reviewed in Publishers Weekly, Booklist, Kirkus 

 Simultaneous publication in the US, UK, and Australian markets 

 Sold in France , Turkey, Brazil, Italy 

 See Margo Lanagan interview about collaborating on ZEROES: 

http://www.chapter16.org/content/children%E2%80%99s-author-margo-

lanagan-talks-chapter-16-about-pleasure-writing-collaborators 

 

Audience: Young Adult 

US: Simon Pulse, (September 29, 2015); UK: Simon & Schuster UK, (September 2014); AU/NZ: 

Allen & Unwin, (September 2014) 

Materials available: Manuscript, Page count: 509 

Translation rights sold: Pocket Jeunesse (French), Pegasus (Turkish), Record (Brazilian 

Portuguese), RW Edizioni (Italian) 

 

ZEROES 
 

Who are the Zeroes? There’s Ethan, aka Scam, who’s got a voice inside him that’ll say anything 

you want to hear, whether it’s true or not.  There’s Chizara, aka Crash, who can bring 

technology to its knees; Riley, aka Flicker, who can see through anyone’s eyes but her own; 

Thibault, aka Anonymous, who’s out of sight, out of mind; Nataniel, aka Bellwether, who can 

focus any crowd's energy on a single goal; and Kelsie, who can amp up or damp down a mob’s 

emotions. They were all born in the year 2000, and live in Cambria, California. Their abilities 

make them anything but heroes—until a high stakes crisis changes everything. 

 

Book 2:  

 

It's the holiday season, but the celebration at the Zeroes' underground nightclub is blown apart 

when a pair of strangers with new powers take to the dance floor. The Zeroes pursue and 

confront the two, only to learn that they're fleeing an even more sinister power, the Swarm, who 

uses a crowd's rage to kill—and who loves killing Zeroes. 

 



The Zeroes defend themselves as best they can, learning more about their enemies through a 

series of crowd disasters—a wrecked celebrity wedding, a bloodbath at a shopping mall, and a 

funeral for one of Swarm's victims that goes very, very wrong. 

 

In the meantime, each of the Zeroes has their own fish to fry. Bellwether's confidence is 

challenged by the Swarm, while Mob finds herself drawn to the killing crowd. Crash's 

conscience—and her heart—get a workout, and Anon and Scam face harsh truths about family 

and belonging. Flicker must pick up the group's fallen reins and lead the Zeroes into a final 

showdown with Swarm's army. 

  

Book 3:  

It's clear that there are many more Zeroes in the world. And what about all the other Hordes 

out there? The six Cambrian Zeroes need to learn more about the wider world.  

 

The question is, where are other Zeroes likely to gather? 

 

They head to New Orleans, where the Mardi Gras throngs will provide the perfect draw for 

crowd powers. Almost as soon as they hit town, it's obvious that the crowds are going to be 

larger—and their powers stronger—than anything they've experienced before. There are Zeroes 

everywhere, all kinds, and each one brings realization of powers. Are they a whole new 

evolutionary step up, homo nexus, connected humanity? 

 

Then Xanthe approaches them. She's a scientist with some theories about the overall meaning of 

the zero powers, which are appearing worldwide. She's realized that there are predators among 

them, and she hones in on Mob as having predator potential. Xanthe's view of the powers is 

pretty simplistic—there are good Zeroes and bad ones, and her job is to stop the sharks from 

devouring the harmless minnows. To this end she's built a device that simulates the energy of a 

crowd. She's hoping she can use this device to stimulate the sharks to feed on each other. 

 

The Zeroes aren't sure that this is a great idea, but during the Mardi Gras Parade, Xanthe uses 

her device to engineer a confrontation between two rival groups of Zero powers. Each Zero has 

to choose which side they're on, to hold onto their integrity as the feeding frenzy builds around 

them, and to protect themselves, their new friends, and the civilians caught up in the fight. 

 

PRAISE FOR ZEROES 

 

“This may not be the first tale of a group of crime‐fighting teenagers with supernatural powers, 

but its talented writing team get points for creating some fresh and original superpowered 

abilities….the time taken to develop each character pays off, and with two sequels planned, 

readers can look forward to spending more time with the Zeroes in the future. VERDICT For 

fans of superhero fiction looking for a character‐driven tale and those who enjoy works by the 

three capable authors.”—School Library Journal **Starred Review** 



“In this series opener by three acclaimed authors, intriguing protagonists and cinematic powers 

will surely please adventure fans…”—Kirkus 

 

"Cinematic, non‐stop action…this collaboration will fly off the shelves."—Booklist  

 

Westerfeld (AFTERWORLDS), Lanagan (YELLOWCAKE), and Biancotti (BAD POWER) weave 

a sprawling adventure about a group of superpowered teenagers who call themselves Zeroes… 

With action, romance, and thorny ethical questions, it’s a book with a little something for 

everyone.”—Publishers Weekly 

 

PRAISE FOR THE AUTHORS 

 

SCOTT WESTERFELD: AFTERWORLDS (Simon Pulse 2014, Simon & Schuster UK 2014, 

Penguin Teen Australia 2014) 

 

Get plenty; this one won’t stay on the shelves. HIGH‐DEMAND BACKSTORY: Westerfeld, 

author of LEVIATHAN series, goes meta in a big way (this thing is the size of an anvil). Expect 

tons of YA‐world gabbing and gushing.” —Booklist *Starred Review* 

 

“An ambitious concept, well executed.”—Publishers Weekly *Starred Review* 

 

“Westerfeld has once again written a story with characters so compelling and a plot so 

intriguing that despite the book’s length, readers still want more… Recommend this book as a 

“what to read next” for teens who enjoyed Libba Bray’s The Diviners (Little, Brown, 2012), 

Maureen Johnson’s The Name of the Star (Putnam, 2011) and Karen Healey’s Guardian of the Dead 

(Little, Brown, 2010). A riveting and unique read.”—School Library Journal *Starred Review* 

 

MARGO LANAGAN: THE BRIDES OF ROLLROCK ISLAND/SEA HEARTS (Knopf 2012; 

David Fickling Books/Random House UK 2012; Allen &Unwin 2012) 

 

“Her writing is as sumptuous as ever: a fine mist of lyrical elegance and sharp anguish that 

offers vast spaces to get lost in…A haunting, masterfully crafted novel that, as one should by 

now expect from Lanagan, isn’t a bit like anything else.”—Booklist *Starred Review* 

 

“Bracing, powerful, resonant…Earthy, vigorous characters and prose ground the narrative in 

the world we know, yet its themes are deep as the sea.”—Kirkus *Starred Review*  

 

“Flanagan’s world is busily, passionately alive. Seal, human, sea, sky, and the rocks themselves 

animate this powerful story, a blend of folk tale and pungent, sharply observed—or invented—

regionality.”—Horn Book *Starred Review* 

 



“… this eerie, evocative story breathes mesmerizing life into familiar fairy‐tale constructs as it 

explores issues of power, agency, culpability, freedom, and love within a deceptively quiet 

atmosphere of intimate horror.”—Bulletin for the Center for Children’s Books *Starred Review* 

 

DEB BIANCOTTI: A BOOK OF ENDINGS (Twelfth Planet Press 2009) 

 

“Biancotti is further proof of why readers enjoy the short story.”—Sydney Alumni Magazine 

 

“[…] quintessential Biancotti: elusive, evocative, discomfiting, and elegant.”—Strange Horizons 

 

“A BOOK OF ENDINGS is quite simply a brilliant collection. I greatly look forward to seeing 

more fiction, of any length, from this great Australian author.” — Chuck McKenzie, Oz 

HorrorScope 

 

 

Scott Westerfeld is the author of the New York Times 

bestselling LEVIATHAN series, AFTERWORLDS, the UGLIES series, THE LAST DAYS, PEEPS, 

SO YESTERDAY, and the MIDNIGHTERS trilogy. Margo Lanagan has been publishing stories 

for children, young adults  

 

and adult readers for 25 years. Her work has won numerous awards, including four World 

Fantasy Awards. Two of her books, BLACK JUICE and TENDER MORSELS, have been Michael 

L. Printz Honor books and she has been shortlisted for the Hugo and Nebula awards and for 

the Los Angeles Times Book Prize in the young adult division. Deborah Biancotti has written 

two short story collections, BAD POWER and A BOOK OF ENDINGS. She's been nominated for 

the Shirley Jackson Award and the William L. Crawford Award for Best First Fantasy Book.  
 

 

  

 


