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Spring 2012 

Picture Books 

 

 

 

 
A LEAF CAN BEéby Laurie Purdie Salas, illustrations by Violeta Dabija 

Ages 5-8 

32 pages 

A leaf can be a...Shade spiller...Mouth filler...Tree topper...Rain stopper....Find out about the many 

roles leaves play in this poetic exploration of leaves throughout the year. 

Laura Purdie Salas is the author of more than 90 poetry and nonfiction books for kids. Her titles 

include Bookspeak!: Poems about Books and Stampede!: Poems to Celebrate the Wild Side of 

School.  Violeta Dabija has illustrated more than 25 children's books. She lives in Chisinau, 

Moldova. 

British / Tran slation / Audio / Dramatic Rights:  Lerner Publishing Group 
 

 

 

 

A SECRET KEEPS by Marsha Wilson Chall, illustrations by Heather Solomon 

Ages 5-9 

32 pages 

Before a weekend visit to his grandparents' farm, a little boy discovers that his grandpa has a 

secret waiting for him. "Grampa, whatôs the secret," he asks, but all Grampa will say is "Finders 

keepers."  Is the secret in the barn? With the chickens? Hiding in the corn? When the boy finally 

discovers the answer, he realizes that a secret is indeed for keeping. 

Marsha Wilson Chall is the author of many books for young readers, including Up North at the 

Cabin, One Pupôs Up, and Pick a Pup.  Heather M. Solomon earned a Publishers Weekly Flying 

Start for the picture book Clever Beatrice, winner of the Charlotte Zolotow Award. 

British / Translation  Rights:  Lerner Publishing Group 

Audio Rights Text:  BookStop Literary 

Dramatic Rights Text:  BookStop Literary 

Dramatic Rights Art:  Dunham Literary  
 

 

 

 

BEEP AND BAH by James Burks 

Ages 5-9 

32 pages 

Beep is a robot who hungers for adventure. Bah is a goat who wants to stay out of trouble. When 

Bah discovers a single sock, Beep knows thereôs only one thing to do: find its match! Together, 

Beep and Bah begin a winding journey that takes them up high hills and into the deep ocean. On 

the way, theyóll meet monkeys, whales, and angry bearsðbut will they find the missing sock? 

James Burks works in storyboarding for TV animation and has worked in feature animation on 

movies including The Emperor's New Groove, Treasure Planet, and The Iron Giant. 

British Rights:  Lerner Publishing Group 

Translation / Audio / Dramatic Rights:  Andrea Brown Literary Agency 
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BIG BIRTHDAY by Kate Hosford, illustrations by Holly Clifton -Brown 

Ages 5-8 

32 pages 

Annabelle is determined to have a birthday party that stands out from the rest. The moon seems 

like the perfect spot! But wearing spacesuits and partying in a place with no air creates some 

challenges that Annabelle didn't expect. Will her out-of-this-world birthday still be a blast? 

Kate lives in Brooklyn, NY with her husband and two sons. This is the sequel to her first book, 

Big Bouffant.  Holly Clifton-Brown has illustrated many imaginative children's books, including 

Big Bouffant.  Holly lives in London, England. 

British / Translation /  Audio Rights:  Lerner Publishing Group 

Dramatic Rights Text:  Retained by the Author 

Dramatic Rights  Art:   Lerner Publishing Group  
 

 

 

 

SPOTTY, STRIPY, SWIRLY:  What are Patterns? by Jane Brocket 

Ages 4-8 

32 pages 

Dotty, stripy, straight and swirlyðpatterns are all around us. How many different patterns can you 

find pictured in this book? 

Writer and photographer Jane Brocket is the creator of the Yarnstorm blog. Her books include The 

Gentle Art of Domesticity, The Gentle Art of Quiltmaking, and Turkish Delight and Treasure 

Hunts. Jane lives with her husband, Simon, and their three children in Berkshire, England. 

British / Translation / Audio / Dramatic Rights:  Lerner Publishing Group  
 

 

 

 

ZIP IT! By Jane Lindaman, illustrations by Nancy Carlson 

Ages 5-10 

32 pages 

XYZ! When Jeff and his dad rush out the door to run errands on a Saturday morning, Joe notices 

that his motor-mouth father forget a crucial detail when he got dressed. But will Joeôs dad listen? 

Of course not.  As they drive all over town, Joe tries every trick he can think of to get his dadôs 

attention. But Dad just wonôt zip it. 

After teaching elementary school for twenty-four years, Jane Lindaman has  retired to Springfield, 

Oregon, where she spends her time reading, gardening, hiking, and volunteeringðand, of course, 

writing.  Nancy Carlson has created dozens of picture books and beloved characters over the 

course of her three-decade career. Beyond her writing and illustrating, she speaks in schools all 

over the country and teaches art students at the university level. 

British / Translation / Audio / Dramatic Rights:  Lerner Publishing Group  
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Holidays and Special Days Six-book series by Lisa Bullard, illustrations by Katie Saunders, 

Constanza Basaluzzo and Holli Conger 

Ages 5-8 

24 pages each 

Learn the history behind the days people celebrate in the Holidays and Special Days series. These 

nonfiction picture books feature kid-friendly text and illustrations to make learning fun! 

*Brandonôs Birthday Surprise 

*Chelseaôs Chinese New Year 

*Emmaôs Easter 

*Marchoôs Cinco de Mayo 

*Rashadôs Ramadan and Eid al-Fitr  

*Sarahôs Passover 

British / Translation / Audio / Dramatic Rights:  Lerner Publishing Group  
 

 

 

 

WHAT TO EXPECT WHEN YOUôRE EXPECTING HATCHLINGS: a Guide for 

Crocodilian Parents (and Curious Kids) by Bridget Heos, illustrations by by Stéphane Jorisch 

Ages 7-11 

32 pages 

Congratulations crocodilian parents-to-be! You have hatchlings on the way. You must be thrilled! 

Read this book to find out where to build your nest (not in a tree!), how many babies to expect, 

what theyôll eat, and how to protect them from everything that wants to eat THEM when theyôre 

little. 

Bridget Heos is the author of 13 young adult nonfiction books.  Expecting Animal Babies is her 

first picture book series.   Stéphane Jorisch is an illustrator, whose imaginative work has won 

many awards, including the prestigious Governor General's Award for Children's Illustration in 

Canada.  He lives in Montreal. 

British / Translation / Audio Rights:  Lerner Publishing Group  

Dramatic Rights Text:  Andrea Brown Literary Agency 

Dramatic Rights Art:  Lerner Publishing Group  

 

 

  



6 
 

                                         

Spring 2012 

                                                            Fiction 

 

 

 

 
CATCH AND RELEASE by Blythe Wool ston 

Ages 12 and up 

216 pages 

Teenagers Polly and Odd are the only survivors of a MRSA (Methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus 

aureus--also known as flesh-eating bacteria) outbreak that killed several people in their town. 

They did not survive unscathed, however. Polly lost an eye and her face is horribly scarred; Odd 

lost his foot and is tortured by phantom pain.   The two had no connection to each other prior to 

the MRSA outbreak. Now Polly and Odd have nothing but each other--the residents in their small 

Montana hometown are decidedly uncomfortable around these two who survived-- and a shared 

affection for trout fishing.  So when Odd shows up in his grandmotherôs 1979 Cadillac 

DôElegance, promising a day on the river, itôs pretty clear that a more remarkable journey is in 

store for the two of them. . .  

Woolstonôs first novel, The Freak Observer, was the recipient of the William C. Morris YA Debut 

Award,  In addition, it was an IRA Children's and Young Adult's Book Award  Honorable Mention; 

a Moonbeam Childrenôs Book Award Gold Medal, a finalist for the ForeWord Magazine Book of 

the Year Award and an ABC New Voices Pick.    Booklist said of The Freak Observer: ñ 

Woolstonôs talent for dialogue and her unique approach to scenes makes what sounds standard 

about this story feel fresh and vital. . . . A strong debut about learning to see yourself apart from 

the reflection you cast off." 

British / Translation / Audio Rights:  Lerner Publishing Group  

Dramatic Rights:  The McVeigh Agency 

 

 

 

 

DROWNING INSTINCT by Ilsa  J. Bick 

Ages 12 and up 

352 pages 

In Ilsa J. Bickôs provocative new young adult novel, sixteen-year-old Jenna Lord has been through 

hell.  There was the fire.  Her brother shipping out to Iraq.  Her parentôs train-wreck of a marriage.  

The cutting.  But now that Jenna is sweet sixteen--the age when a girl is supposed to find her 

prince--she finds Mr. Anderson instead; friendly, sympathetic (and sexy) Mr. Anderson.   

Bick (who is also a child psychiatrist) brings new energy and perspective--not to mention 

professional credibility--to this dark, sensual story of forbidden love, leaving the reader challenged 

to draw firm moral conclusions about these characters.  Rights sold in Germany (Aufbau) and 

The UK (Quercus) 

Ilsa J. Bick is the author of Draw the Dark and the Ashes trilogy (published by Egmont).   

British / Translation Rights:  Lerner Publishing Group  

Audio / Dramatic Rights:  Andrea Brown Literary Agency 
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THE WHITE ZONE by Carolyn Marsden  

Ages 9-14 

192 pages 

Nouri and his cousin Talib can only vaguely remember a time before tanks rumbled over the 

streets of their Baghdad neighborhood. And now Iraq isn't just at war with Americans. It's at war 

with itself. Sunnis fight Shiites, and the strife is at the boys' doorsteps. Nouri is Shiite and Talib is 

half Sunni. To the boys, it seems like only a miracle can mend the rift that is tearing a country and 

a family apart.  In early 2008, Iraq experienced a miracle. Snow fell in Baghdad for the first time 

in living memory. As snow covered the dusty streets, the guns in the city grew silent and there was 

an unofficial ceasefire. During these magical minutes, Sunni and Shiite differences were forgotten. 

There was no green zone, no red zone. There was only the white zone.   

Carolyn Marsden has published many award-winning middle grade chapter books, almost all with 

multicultural themes, including her most recent bookðStarfields (Candlewick)ðset in Chiapas, 

Mexico. 

British / Audio Rights:  Lerner Publishing Group  

Translation / Dramatic Rights:  Andrea Brown Literary Ag ency 
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  Spring 2012 

   Graphic Universe 

 

 

 
Chicagoland Detective Agency #3:  NIGHT OF THE LIVING DOGS by Trina Robbins, 

illustrations by Tyler Page 

Ages 9-14 

64 pages 

Yes, Chicagoland is an odd place. But the word is out that Megan, Raf, and Raf's talking dog 

Bradley are the team to go to when weirder things than usual start happening. Their Chicagoland 

Detective Agency takes danger in hand (and paw) to find a mysteriously missing puppy and an 

even more mysterious pack of dogs that only shows up once a month.   Bradley's nose knows from 

the start that this is more than a simple case of stray pets...and a whole lot more than a stray case 

of full -moon transmogrification! Will high tech and haikus be enough to save them from the 

world's worst case of doggy breath? 

Trina Robbins established herself during the underground comix movement of the 1960s, and in 

the 1970s.  Since then, she written numerous graphic novels and nonfiction books for children and 

adults.  Tyler Page lives in Minneapolis with his wife and their daughter. He was nominated for an 

Eisner Award in 2003 and received a Xeric Foundation grant in 2007 to publish the first volume of 

Nothing Better. 

British / Translation / Audio / Dramatic Rights:  Lerner Publishing Group  

 

 

 

THE GIRL WHO OWNED A CIT Y Graphic Novel by O.T. Nelson, adapted by Dan Jolley, 

illustrations by Joëlle Jones 

Ages 10 and up 

128 pages 

Based on the classic middle-grade novel of the same name.  A killing virus has swept the earth, 

sparing only children through the age of twelve. There is chaos everywhere, even in formerly 

prosperous mid-America. Gangs and fierce armies of children begin to form almost immediately. 

It would be the same for the children on Grand Avenue but for Lisa, a ten-year-old girl who 

becomes their leader. Because of Lisa, they have food, even toys, in abundance. And now they can 

protect themselves from the fierce gangs that roam the neighborhoods. But for how long? Then 

Lisa conceives the idea of a fortress, a city in which the children could live safely and happily 

always, and she intends to lead them there. 

Dan Jolley has written for major comic book publishers such as Marvel, DC, and Dark Horse. He 

is also the author of several Graphic Myths and Legends titles, and is also the author of My 

Boyfriend is a Monster #3:  My Boyfriend Bites.  Joëlle Jones is a comic book artist.  Along with 

writer Jamie S. Rich, they created the hardboiled crime graphic novel You Have Killed Me (Oni, 

2009).   This is her first book with Lerner. 

British/Translation/Audio/Dramatic:  Lerner Publishing Group 

Film Rights Optioned to Senza Pictures 
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My Boyfriend is a Monster #5:  I DATE DEAD PEOPLE by Ann Kerns, illustrations by 

Janina Görrissen 

Ages 12 and up 

128 pages 

Nora Reilly is an old soul. Her idea of fun is reading a Jane Austen novel in her family's Victorian 

home. She didn't expect to find a kindred spirit in the house's oldest occupant, Tom Barnes. Tom  

is a sweet and handsome boy who died over a hundred years ago. His soul is trapped in the house, 

and he's not alone. There are other mysterious tenants . . . sinister and nameless.  Does love stand a 

ghost of a chance against such odds? Nora's friends arenôt so sure. They think she should give up 

the ghost and look for a boyfriend who is a little more lively. But Nora will do whatever it takes to 

make the relationship work, even against the threat of meddling ghost hunters, snooping psychics, 

and the worst danger of all to her first solid relationshipðher parents. 

Ann Kerns has edited many nonfiction books for young readers and is the author of several 

nonfiction titles for Lerner, including Did Castles Have Bathrooms?: And Other Questions about 

the Middle Ages.  Janina Görrissen was born in Frankenthal, Germany, and studied comic arts in 

Barcelona, Spain.  Her works include the shojo manga Kairi (Les Humanoïdes Associés), Black is 

for Beginnings (Flux) and My Boyfriend is a Monster #1:  I Love Him to Pieces. 

British/Translation/Audio/Dramatic:  Lerner Publishing Group  

 

 

 

On the Case With Holmes and Watson Series ï Based on the stories of Sir Arthur Conan 

Doyle, adapted by Murray Shaw and M.J. Cosson, illustrations by Sophie Rohrbach 

Ages 9-12 

48 pages each 

Get ready to jump on the case with Holmes and Watson!  Here are the latest titles in this fun new 

graphic novel series.  

Brit ish / Translation / Audio Rights:  Lerner Publishing Group 

 

#11:  SHERLOCK HOLMES AND THE ADVENTURE OF BLACK PETER  

Everyone knows that Captain Carey, nicknamed Black Peter, was a nasty, cruel character. But 

who would murder him and why? Can Holmes, Watson, and Inspector Lestrade find the brutal 

killer before it's too late? 

 

#12 SHERLOCK HOLMES AND THE ADVENTURE OF THE CARDBOARD BOX  

When Miss Susan Cushing receives a package with gruesome contents, she cannot imagine who 

sent it. While Inspector Lestrade dismisses the package as a practical joke, Holmes fears the worst. 

Can Holmes and Watson discover the sender? 

 

#13 SHERLOCK HOLMES AND THE ADVENTURE OF THE THREE GARRIDEBS  

John Garrideb must find two more men with the same last name to obtain a deceased Garrideb's 

fortune. John finds Nathan Garrideb in London. But when Nathan seeks Holmes and Watson for 

help, what dark secret will Holmes reveal? 
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On the Case With Holmes and Watson (continued) 

 

#14 SHERLOCK HOLMES AND THE GLORIA SCOTT  
Holmes was not always a famous detective. In Holmes's very first case, a simple letter shocked a 

man to death. Holmes explains to Watson how a voyage upon a ship called the Gloria Scott 

tortured a man for the rest of his life. 

 

 

 

 

Summer Science Camp Mysteries Four-book series by Lynda Beauregard, illustrations by 

Der-Shing Helmer, Guillermo Mogorron and German Torres 

Ages 8-12 

48 pages each 

Camp Dakota sure is full of mysteries. A group of friends at summer camp use science concepts to 

solve a mystery in each of these full-color graphic novels. The stories illustrate problem-solving 

thought processes and integrate third- through fifth-grade science concepts, while sidebar panels 

supplement dialogue with additional science information.  Written by a science educator and 

illustrated by animators and graphic artists, these engaging mysteries will help readers to 

recognize how science can be applied in real-world situations. 

British / Translation /Audio / Dramatic Rights:  Lerner Publishing Group  

 

#1:  IN SEARCH OF THE FOG ZOMBIE:  A Mystery With Matter 

Kids learn about solids, liquids and gasses in this mystery. 

 

#2:  THE HUNT FOR HIDDEN TREASURE:  A Mystery About Rocks 
Readers learn about geologyðwhat erosion and weathering to do rocks and the landscape in this 

mystery. 

 

#3:  THE NIGHTTIME CABIN THIEF:  A Mystery About Light  
Readers learn about properties of light like refraction and shadows. 

 

#4:  THE WEREWOLF CHASE:  A Mystery About Adaptations   
Kids learn about how animals adapt to different climates in this mystery. 

 

 

 

 

Twisted Journeys #19:  THE FIFTH MUSKETEER  by Justine and Ron Fontes, illustrations 

by Dylan Meconis 

Ages 9-13 

112 pages 

Seventeenth-century France is crawling with bandits, werewolves, and angry swordsmen. Youôve 

got the heart, but do you have the courage and brains to survive these dangers and become a 

musketeer? Every Twisted Journeys® graphic novel lets YOU control the action by choosing 

which path to follow. Which twists and turns will your journey take? 

British / Translation /Audio / Dramatic Rights:  Lerne r Publishing Group 

 

Twisted Journeys #20:  PERIL AT SUMMERLAND PARK by Paul D. Storrie, illustrations 

by Sandy Carruthers 

Ages 9-13 

112 pages 

You and your friends had no trouble breaking into the abandoned Summerland Amusement Park. 

Getting out won't be as easy. Can you escape the sinister creatures that dwell among the rides? 
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                                 Spring 2012 

                                 Darby Creek 

 

 

 

 
OH BOY, MALLORY by Laurie Friedman, black and white illustrations by Jennifer Kalis  

Ages 7-11 

160 pages 

Mallory has a new diary, and big news to write in it: a cute fifth-grade boy LIKES her! The only 

problem: Mallory's friends are more excited about it than she is. Mallory's not sure what to do, 

what to say on the phone, or even how she feels. Her best friend, Mary Ann, however, is sure 

about what Mallory should feel and do. But when Mallory follows Mary Ann's advice, she winds 

up hurting another friendðand gets in BIG trouble. Can Mallory make things right and learn to 

follow her own heart? 

Laurie Friedman is the author of the popular Mallory series, as well as many award-winning 

picture books including Ruby Valentine Saves the Day. 

British / Translation Rights:  Lerner Publishing Group  

Audio / Dramatic Rights:  The Gersh Agency 
 

 

 

 

Travel Team Six-Book series 

Ages 11 and up (reading level age 9) 

120-128 pages 

This series is high-interest sports fiction for the 21
st
 century.  With its low reading levels and fast-

paced storylines, Travel Team is perfect for reluctant or struggling readers. 

 British / Translation / Audio / Dramatic Rights:  Lerner Publishing Group  

 

THE CATCH by Rick Jasper 

When Danny makes "the catch," everyone seems interested in him. Girls text him, kids ask for 

autographs, and his highlight play even makes it on SportsCenter's Top Plays. A sports-gear 

executive tempts Danny with a big-money offer, and he decides to take advantage of his newfound 

fame. Danny agrees to wear their gear when he plays. But as his bank account gets bigger, so does 

his ego. Will Danny be able to keep his head in the game? 

 

 

FORCED OUT by Gene Fehler 

Zack Waddell's baseball IQ makes him one of the Roadrunners' most important players. When a 

new kid, Dustin, immediately takes their catcher's spot, Zach is puzzled. Dustin doesn't have the 

skills to be a starter. So Zach offers to help him with his swing in Dustin's swanky personal batting 

cages.  Zack accidentally overhears a conversation and figures out why Dustin is startingðand 

why the team is suddenly able to afford an expensive trip to a New York tournament. Will Zack's 

baseball instincts transfer off the field? Will the Roadrunners be able to stay focused when their 

team chemistry faces its greatest challenge yet? 
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Travel Team (continued) 

 

 

HIGH HEAT by Andrew Karre  

Pitcher Seth Carter had Tommy John surgery on his elbow in hopes of being able to throw harder.  

Now his fastball cuts through batters like a 90-mph knife through butter. But one day, Seth's pitch 

gets away from him. The clunk of the ball on the batter's skull still haunts Seth in his sleep and on 

the field. His arm doesn't feel like part of his body anymore, and he goes from being the ace 

everybody wanted to the pitcher nobody trusts. With the biggest game of the year on the line, can 

Seth come through for the team? 

 

 

OUT OF CONTROL by  Rick Jasper 

Carlos "Trip" Costas is a fiery shortstop with many talents and passions. His father is Julio 

Costasðyes, the Julio Costas, the famous singer. Unfortunately, Julio is also famous for being 

loud, controlling, and sometimes violent with Trip. He dreams of seeing his son play in the 

majors, but that's not what Trip wants.  When Trip decides to take a break from baseball to focus 

on his own music, his father loses his temper. He threatens to stop donating money to the team. 

Will the Roadrunners survive losing their biggest financial backer and their star shortstop? Will 

Trip have the courage to follow his dreams, and not his father's? 

 

 

POWER HITTER by M.G. Higgins  

Sammy Perez has to make it to the big leagues. After his teammate's career-ending injury, the 

Roadrunners decided to play in a wood bat tournament to protect their pitchers. And while Sammy 

used to be a hotheaded, hard-hitting, home-run machine, he's now stuck in the slump of his life. 

Sammy thinks the wood bats are causing the problem, but his dad suggests that maybe he's not 

strong enough. Is Sammy willing to break the law and sacrifice his health to get an edge by taking 

performance-enhancing drugs? Can Sammy break out of his slump in time to get noticed by 

major-league scouts? 

 

 

THE PROSPECT by Jason Glaser 

Nick Cosimo eats, breathes, and lives baseball. He's a place-hitting catcher with a cannon for an 

arm and a calculator for a brain. Thanks to his keen eye, Nick is able to pick apart his opponents,  

taking advantage of their weaknesses. His teammates and coaches rely on his good instincts 

between the white lines. But when Nick spots a scout in the stands, everything changes. Will Nick 

alter his game plan to impress the scout enough to get drafted? Or will Nick put the team before 

himself? 
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Way-Too-Real Aliens #2:  THE NOT -SO-PERFECT PLANET by Pamela F. Service, 

illustrations by Mike Gorman  

Ages 9-12 

160 pages 

Josh Higgins has an alien gizmo that lets him think his way to other planetsðand he does NOT 

want to use it. But his sister Maggie won't stop bugging him, so he agrees to an off-world 

vacation. Josh dreams up a planet full of blue oceans, white beaches, and sunny weather. And he 

prepares for everything...well, almost everything.  A parade of cranky creatures soon spoils Josh 

and Maggie's perfect getawayðincluding a hairy, one-horned beast; a sharp-toothed sea princess; 

and a talkative, two-tailed monkey. Turns out the planet's locals just can't get along, and Josh and 

Maggie find themselves caught up in the squabbling. As the Earth kids rush from one danger to 

another, will they discover a way to keep the peace? Or will Josh and Maggie become prisoners of 

the no-so-perfect planet? 

Pamela F. Service has written more than 20 books in the science fiction, fantasy, and nonfiction 

genres, including the Alien Agent series (Lerner).  Mike Gorman is a seasoned editorial illustrator 

whose work has appeared in The New York Times, The New Yorker, Entertainment Weekly, and 

other publications. He is also the illustrator of the Alien Agent series. 

British / Translation / Audio / Dramatic Rights:  Lerner Publishing Group  
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Spring 2012  

                                   Nonfiction 

 
 

 

 

ALIEN INVESTIGATION by Kelly Milner Halls, illustrations by Rick C. Spears  

Ages 10 and up 

64 pages 

Imagine . . . you're in the woods after dark. Eerie green lights appear in the distance. Then there's a 

sudden flash and everything is dark again. You decide to take a closer look. You come upon a 

saucer-shaped craft hovering silently just above the ground. You reach out to touch it, but the 

object suddenly shoots up into the sky. Have you just seen a UFO? 

Kelly Milner Halls, a writer who specializes in quirky topics of special interest to reluctant readers 

takes a scientificðyet highly engagingðapproach to examining eyewitness reports and evidence 

related to UFO and alien sightings from the 1940s to now.  A perennial favorite topic for kids of 

all ages. 

British /Translation / Audio / Dramatic Rights:  Lerner Publishing Group  
 

 

 

 

DEATH OF A DREAMER:  The Assassination of John Lennon by Alison Behnke 

Ages 11 and up 

112 pages 

New York, December 8, 1980: The announcement shocked the world. Beatles founder and 

legendary musician John Lennon had been murdered in front of his New York home. With no 

warning, a lone gunman opened fire, shooting Lennon in the back just as Lennon returned from a 

recording session with his wife, Yoko Ono. Husband, father of two, cultural icon, and hero to 

millions, Lennon was dead.   Around the globe, people mourned the loss of a man who had stood 

for peace, a man who had given so much joy to the world through his gift of music. No one had 

seen it comingéexcept one manðMark David Chapman, Lennon's assassin.   What drove this 

former Beatles fan to commit such a terrible act? Follow the lives of both Lennon and Chapman, 

learn about the political and cultural settings in which both grew up, and traceðstep by 

excruciating stepðthe final moments of John Lennon's life. 

Alison Behnke is a writer and editor; she lives in Minneapolis, Minnesota. 

British / T ranslation / Audio / Dramatic Rights:  Lerner Publishing Group 
 

 

 

 

FRIEND ME!  Six Hundred Years of Social Networking in America by Francesca Davis 

DiPiazza 

Ages 10 and up 

112 pages 

This is a fascinating account of the history of social networking in America.  From the colonial 

meeting houses to the telegraph machine to texting...and beyond. 

Francesca Davis DiPiazza is an editor and writer; she lives in Minneapolis, Minnesota. 

British / Translation / Audio / Dramatic Rights:  Lerner Publishing Group  
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Gateway Biographies:  JENNIFER LAWRENCE:  Star of the Hunger Games by Katherine 

Krohn  

Ages 9-14 

48 pages 

Learn all about this hot new star of The Hunger Gamesðfrom her childhood in Kentucky, to her 

discovery in New York City at the age of fourteen, to her critically acclaimed roles in the 2008 

film The Burning Plain and the 2010 film Winterôs Bone, for which she received nominations for 

both a Golden Globe and an Academy Award. 

British / Translation / Audio / Dramatic Rights:  Lerner Publishing Group  

 

 

 

 

MELTDOWN!  The Nuclear Disaster in Japan and Our Energy Future by Fred Bortz 

Ages 11 and up 

64 pages 

Japan. March 11, 2011. 2:46 P.M. The biggest earthquake in Japan's history devastated the 

Tohoku region. It triggered a huge tsunami that left crippling damage in its wake. More than 

13,000 people drowned, and thousands of buildings and homes were reduced to rubble. As people 

assessed the damage, they made the most frightening discovery of all: the Fukushima #1 nuclear 

power plant was seriously damaged and three of its six reactors were heading for meltdowns.  

Learn more about this massive catastrophe as Dr. Fred Bortz examines both the human tragedy 

and the scientific implications of the nuclear meltdown. Compare this disaster to similar nuclear 

events in the United States and in Ukraine, and move ahead with Dr. Bortz as he explores the 

global debate about the future of nuclear power and alternative sources of energy.  

Dr. Fred Bortz is a scientist and a writer of science and technology for young people. In his books, 

articles, blog, Facebook page, and personal appearances, he shares with his audience the joy of 

discovery that fueled his previous twenty-five-year career in physics, engineering, and science 

education. 

British / Translation / Audio / Dramatic Rights:  Lerner Publishing Group 
 

 

 

 

My Favorite Horses ï Six-Book Series by Elaine Landau 

Ages 8-11 

24 pages each 

My Favorite Horses is sure to appeal to kids with a passion for horses and riding. Each title 

focuses on a different horse breed, from Arabians to American Quarter Horses. The series 

introduces readers to the characteristics of each breed, provides a breed history, discusses traits of 

the breed, and offers information on horseback riding and horse ownership. The text also provides 

ideas for how kids can get involved with horsesðeven if they canôt actually own one. 

 

*American Quarter Horses Are My Favorite! 

*Appaloosas Are My Favorite! 

*Arabians Are My Favorite! 

*Lipizzans Are My Favorite! 

*Morgan Horses Are My Favorite! 

*Shetland Ponies Are My Favorite! 

 

British / Translation / Audio / Dramatic Rights:  Lerner Publishing Group  
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USA TODAY Lifeline Biographies 

Ages 11 and up 

112 pages 

Developed in partnership with USA TODAY, one of the most read newspapers in the world and 

the No. 1 newspaper in the United States, these engaging, easy-to-read biographies feature some 

of the world's most compelling people. Colorful sidebars - including In Focus sections and USA 

TODAY Snapshots® and articles - provide detailed graphics and in-depth details. Loaded with 

photos and quotes, these books are perfect for reports and high-interest reading.   

 

*ALEX RODRIGUEZ:  Hot Corner, Hot Shot by Serena Knappes 

*LADY GAGA:  Popôs Glam Queen by Matt Doeden 

*QUEEN LATIFAH:  From Jersey Girl to Superstar by Amy Ruth Allen 

*RUSSELL SIMMONS:  From Def Jam to Super Rich by Carrie Golus 

British / Translation / Audio / Dramatic Rights:  Lerner Publishing Group 
 

 

 

 

USA TODAY Teen Wise Guides 

Ages 13 and up 

64 pages each 

Published collaboratively with USA TODAY newspaper, this series offers teen readers more 

information on how to develop key life skills such as budgeting, making money, managing 

conflicts, and creating positive relationships. The series is enriched with primary source photos, 

articles, and Snapshot® graphics from the USA TODAY archives and is perfect for readers 

searching for report materials or enriching their own knowledge of basic life skills. 

 

*BUDGETING SMARTS:  How to Set Goals, Save Money, Spend Wisely, and More by Sandy 

  Donovan 

*CONFLICT RESOLUTION:  How to Communicate, Negotiate, Compromise, and More by Matt  

  Doeden 

*JOB SMARTS:  How to Find Work or Start a Business, Manage Earnings, and More by Sandy  

 Donovan 

*RELATIONSHIP SMARTS:  How to Navigate Dating, Friendships, Family Relationships, and  

  More by Joyce Markovics 

*SCHEDULING SMARTS:  How to Get Organized, Prioritize, Manage Your Time, and More by 

  Sandy Donovan 

*SHOPPING SMARTS:  How to Choose Wisely, Find Bargains, Spot Swindles, and More by 

  Anna Scheff 

British / Translation / Audio / Dramatic Rights:   Lerner Publishing Group 
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COMING IN SPRING 2013é  
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The Incarcerado Trilogy by John Hornor Jacobs 

 

 

  

 ñJohn Hornor Jacobs conjures dark magic with THE TWELVE-FINGERED BOY.   A powerful new voice 

  whispering out of the dark.  A brilliant debut!ò  

                                                                                 -Jonathan Maberry, author of the acclaimed Rot and Ruin,  

                                                                                  New York Times bestselling author of The King of Plagues  

                                                                                 and Patient Zero 

 

The Incarcerado Trilogy Book 1:  THE TWELVE -FINGERED BOY  ï Fifteen year-old Shreve Cannon doesnôt 

mind juvie. Heôs got a good business dealing contraband candy, and three meals a day are more than his drunk 

mother managed.  In juvie, the rules never change and everyone is the same.  In juvie, Shreve has life figured out.  

 So when heôs assigned a strangely silent new cellmate, Shreve takes the younger boy under his wing. But all 

Shreveôs plans and schemes unravel when he discovers Jack is different.  Very different.   For one thing, Jack has 

six fingers on each hand.  Jack isnôt the only new face at Casimir Pulaski Juvenile Detention Center. Thereôs Mr. 

Quincrux.  Quincrux has an unusual interest in Jack and Shreve, and it quickly becomes clear that a little thing like 

innocent bystanders isnôt going to get in his way. So Jack and Shreve bust out. On the lam, they quickly discover 

that Jack has abilitiesðhell, superpowersðthat might just give them a fighting chance against Quincrux, if they can 

stay alive long enough to figure them out. 

 

The Incarcerado Trilogy Book 2:  INCARCERADO  ï After the events of The Twelve-Fingered Boy, Shreve is 

back ñincarceradoò (his word for being locked-up in juvie) and coming to grips with his new powers in the Pulaski 

County Juvenile Detention Center for Boys when the first ñriderò appears in general population.  The ridersð

strange and impenetrable awarenesses that inhabit the minds of those who have visited Marylandðcome bearing a 

message for Shreve, and dire consequences if he doesnôt follow it:  to find Jack Graves and free him from the 

control of Quincrux before the ñelder awakens.ò  With the help of new friends, Shreve must escape once more and 

travel to the secret government complex where Quincrux, head of the Extranatural Agency, runs a perverted school 

for mutes (ñmutantsò).  Publication:  Spring 2014 

 

The Incarcerado Trilogy Book 3:  THE END OF ALL T HINGS ï In the aptly named final volume Shreve, along 

with Jack and his mute girlfriend, Ember, travel to Maryland to solve the mystery behind ñthe elderò ï the ancient, 

malevolent force hidden near Baltimoreðwhich has been sending psychic tremors out into the world causing 

mayhem, mass suicides, and the beginning of the end of civilization.  Together, they must discover the secret history 

of the Extranatural Agency, and discover the legacy of its founder, Armistead Lucious Priest, the most powerful 

mute who ever lived.  Publication:  Spring 2015 

Author Bio:  

John Hornor Jacobs is the author of the horror novel Southern Gods. His This Dark Earth will be published in July 

2012 by Gallery/Simon & Schuster. The Twelve-Fingered Boy is his first book for young adults.   
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                                        New From Milkweed Editions 

 

 

 

 

SILHOUETTE OF A SPARROW by Molly Beth Griffin  

Page count to come 

Ages 12 and up 

Publication:  Spring 2012 

This is Molly Beth Griffinôs absolutely lovely debut novel set in early 1920s Minnesota.  It is the 

story of a young city woman groomed from childhood to be the perfect wife and homemaker, until 

a summer in the countryðand a secret love affairðgives her the courage to break free from her 

pre-destined future and chart her own course. 

 

Marsha Qualey, author of Come in from the Cold and Just Like That says   ñRich with emotion 

and loaded with fascinating details of the flapper era, Silhouette of a Sparrow is a wonderful novel 

about independence and first love.ò 

 

Liza Ketchum, author of Newsgirl and Where the Great Hawk Flies says ñLike the birds that 

young Garnet catalogs and cuts out in paper silhouettes, Molly Beth Griffinôs feisty narrator leaves 

her fledgling self behind as she spreads her wings and learns to fly.  Rich in period detail, Griffin 

links past to present in a compelling novel that is both a love story and the tale of a budding 

ornithologist.  Young readers will respond to Garnetôs need to heal her broken family, even as she 

struggles to follow her dreams.  A fine debut novel! 

 

British / Translation / Audio / Dramatic Rights:  Milkweed Editions c/o Lerner Publishing 

Group 
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Fall 2011 

Picture Books 

 

 
 

 

MONKEY WITH A TOOL BELT AND THE SEASIDE SHENANIGANS by Chris Monroe  

Ages 4-8 

32 pages 

Chico Bon-Bon is back.  And heôs back with his trusty tool belt.  This time, heôs called to help his 

friends solve a pesky problem at a seaside resort. Surfôs up, Chico! Rights sold in Sweden 

(Raben & Sjogren) 

British / Translation / Audio / Dramatic Rights:  Lerner Publishing Grou p 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RUBY, VIOLOET, LIME:  Looking for Color by Jane Brocket 

Ages 4-8 

32 pages 

British blogger and crafter Jane Brocket brings the qualities for which she is knownðvivid colors, 

beautiful photographs, and engaging writingðto children's books.  Her fresh approach offers  an 

eye-catching  invitation for readers to explore primary colors, secondary colors, shades of color, 

mixing of colors, and much more. 

British / Translation / Audio / Dramatic Rights:  Lerner Publishing Group  
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PLANET PROTECTORS Seven-Book Series by Lisa Bullard, illustrations by Wes Thomas 

and Xiao Sin 

Ages 5-8 

24 pages each 

Our planet needs help. Here come Tyler and Trina to the rescue! These enthusiastic six-year-olds 

show readers how to reduce, reuse, recycle, and more. Appealing artwork and a picture book 

format make learning about protecting the planet fun. 

*Choose to Reuse 

*Earth Day Every Day 

*Go Easy on Energy 

*Look Out for Litter 

*Power Up to Fight Pollution 

*Rally for Recycling 

*Watch Over Our Water 

British / Translation  / Audio / Dramatic Rights:  Lerner Publishing Group 

 

 

 

FALLôS HERE!  Six-Book Series by Martha E.H. Rustad, illustrat ions by Amanda Enrights 

Ages 5-8 

24 pages each 

What happens in the fall? The weather cools off, leaves change, apples and pumpkins are ready to 

pick. Learn more about fall in these picture books.  Nonfiction content and curricular information 

are presented with a sense of fun and discovery. 

*Animals in the Fall ï Preparing for Winter 

*Fall Apples ï Crisp and Juicy 

*Fall Harvests ï Bringing in Food 

*Fall Leaves ï Colorful and Crunchy 

*Fall Pumpkins ï Orange and Plump 

*Fall Weather ï Cooler Temperatures 

British / Translation / Audio / Dramatic Rights:  Lerner Publishing Group  

 

 

 

NOT A BUZZ TO BE FOUND:  Insects in Winter by Linda Glaser, illustrations by Jaime 

Zollars 

Ages 7-10 

32 pages 

What do insects do in winter? Simple text presents a variety of ways that insects or their offspring 

survive the winter. 

British / Translation / Audio / Dramatic Rights:  Lerner Publishing Group  
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A FRACTIONôS GOAL ï Parts of a Whole by Brian P. Cleary, illustrat ions by Brian Gable 

Ages 5-9 

32 pages 

This bestselling author/illustrator duo bring their trademark sense of humor to fractions.  A 

rhyming text filled with funny examples (pizzas, planes, cranes, and plants) explains what a 

fraction is and presents a variety of fractions to readers. 

British / Translation / Audio / Dramatic Rights:  Lerner Publishing Group  

 

 

 

 

 

 

WHAT TO EXPECT WHEN YOUôRE EXPECTING MARSUPIALS:  A Guide For 

Marsupial Parents (and Curious Kids) by Bridget Heos, illustrations by Stéphane Jorisch 

Ages 7-11 

32 pages 

This tongue-in-cheek illustrated guide for marsupial ñparentsò introduces readers to key facts 

about marsupials and their young.  The light-hearted Q & A format is entertaining yet informative. 

British / Translation / Audio Rights:  Lerner Publishing Group  

Dramatic Rights Text:  Andrea Brown Literary Agency 

Dramatic Rights Art:  Lerner Publishing Group  

 

 

 

THUMBTACKS, EARWAX, LIPSTICK, DIPS  

TICK :  What is a Compound Word?  A Words Are CATegorical title by Brian P. Cleary, 

illustrat ions by Brian Gable 

Ages 7-11 

32 pages 

Cleary and Gable team up for their twentieth Words Are CATegorical title, a fresh funny look at 

compound words. 

British / Translation / Audio / Dramatic Rights:   Lerner Publishing Group 
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                                       Fall 2011 

                               Young Adult Fiction 
 

 

 

 

IN TROUBLE by Ellen Levine  

Ages 12 and up 

208 pages 

In the late 1950s, people didnôt always come right out and say things.  There were ñgood girlsò 

and ñbad girlsò, and everyone knew the difference.  They knew bad girls ñwent all the wayò.  And 

bad girls often got ñin troubleò.  This is the situation that confronts best friends Jamie and Ellen, 

both of whom get ñin troubleò.  Set against the backdrop of McCarthyism and the dawning sexual 

revolution, Ellen Levineôs unflinching historical YA novel is based on the award-winning authorôs 

extensive research and interviews and it offers a disturbing portrait of what it was like to be a 

young woman at a time when choices were few and decisions were heartrending. 

British rights:  Lerner Publishing Group  

Translation / Audio / Dramatic Rights:  Curtis Brown, New York  
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                                      Fall 2011 

                               Graphic Universe 

 

 

My Boyfriend is a Monster Series 

Ages 12 and up 

128 pages each 

Funny, quirky, fast-paced teen romances about boyfriends who are literally monsters.  

Incorporating genuine scariness and suspense and insight into real-world relationships, this series 

aims its wooden stake/silver bullet/pitchfork at the heart of the popular YA paranormal romance 

genre. 

British / Translation / Audio / Dramatic Rights:  Lerner Publishing Group  
 

#3:  MY BOYFRIEND BITES by Jan Jolley, black & white  illustrations by Alitha E. 

Martinez 

Vanessa Shingle thought life in her little New Mexico town was boring until she met Jean-Paul 

McClellan.  Tall, cool, gorgeous Jean-Paul.  The only problem with him is his unglamorous job as 

a janitor.  Welléthat, and the fact that he may also be a vampire.  And it turns out that their 

meeting was no accident.  Vanessa learns that she is a descendent of Abraham Van Helsing, the 

legendary monster-hunter.  But if Jean-Paul is a vampire, why was he sent to help her fight the 

coven of obnoxiousðbut nonetheless deadlyðvampires trying to kill her? 

 

#4:  UNDER HIS SPELL by Marie P. Croall, black & white illustrations by Hyeondo Park 

Bethany Farmer is far too practical for cheesy high-school romances.  That is, until transfer 

student Allein shows up.  He acts just like a character out of a cheap romance novel, but to 

Bethanyôs horror, she is completely smitten with him.  To make matters worse, Allein turns out to 

be the heir to the throne of Faerie, and heôs being hunted by savage creatures who want his throne 

for their own.  After battles of iron and magic, and a trip to Faerie itself, Bethany must make a 

choice:  give up the mortal world for Allein, or ask him to give up his immortality.  Or maybe, just 

maybe, they can make the ultimate long-distance relationship work. 

 

 

 

 

LILY RENEE, ESCAPE ARTIST:  From Holocaust Survivor to Comic Book Pioneer by 

Trina Robbins, illustrat ions by Anne Timmons 

Ages 10 and up 

96 pages 

In 1938, Lily Renée Wilhelm, a 14-year-old Jewish girl, is living in Vienna when the Nazis march 

into Austria. Lilyôs mother finds her a sponsor in England for the Kindertransport evacuating 

refugee children. After England declares war on Germany, the Kindertransport children are 

considered enemy aliens who must report to the police. Once again Lily makes an escape, living in 

hiding until she learns that her parents have safely evacuated to the United States. After a ship 

voyage fraught with danger from Nazi torpedoes, teenage Lily reunites with her parents in New 

York.  One day she sees an ad in the paper: a comics publisher is looking for artists. Lily has never 

drawn comics before, but teaches herself how they work. Soon she is hired to draw the character 

Señorita Rio, a beautiful spy fighting the Nazis ï and her career as a comics artist is born. This 

true story of a Jewish survivor of the war with an amazing journey to a new life in America 

includes insight into World War II history.  Author Trina Robbins has built her book around 

extensive interviews with Lily Renée and extensive research to make sure the details are factually 

correct. 

British / Translation / Audio / Dramatic Rights:  Lerner Publishing Group  
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FISH YOU WERE HERE :  Guinea Pig, Pet Shop Private Eye #4 by Colleen AF Venable, 

illustrat ions by Stephanie Yue 

Ages 7-11 

48 pages 

Scatter-brained Mr. Venezi has finally found an assistant to help in the pet shop. At first Viola 

seems so perfect that even Sasspants approves of herðViola makes sure everyone has enough 

food and woodchips, gives the spoiled chinchillas lots of attention, and does her job so well that 

Mr. V hardly needs to be there. In fact, one day, Mr. V disappears entirely!  Has Mr. V really 

handed over the pet shop to the villainous Viola? Or is some other mystery afoot?  Sasspants and 

her sidekick, Hamisher, are on the case! 

British / Translation / Audio / Dramatic Rights:  Lerner Publishing Group  

 

 

 

On The Case With Holms and Watson Series - Based on the stories of Sir Arthur 

Conan Doyle, adapted by Murray Shaw and M.J. Cosson, illustrations by Sophie Rohrbach 

Ages 9-12 

48 pages each 

Get ready to jump on the case with Holmes and Watson!  Here are the latest titles in this fun new 

graphic novel series. 

British / Translation / Audio  Rights:  Lerner Publishing Group 

 

#7:  SHERLOCK HOLMES AND T HE REDHEADED LEAGUE  

A pawnbroker joins a club to earn some easy money. But is it too easy? And what's happening at 

his store while he's away? 

 

#8:  SHERLOCK HOLMES AND THE ADVENTURE AT THE COPPER BEECHES  

A young woman is forced to cut off her long hair to be hired as a governess. She's asked to dress 

in a specific blue gown. Are her employers' wishes merely strange or is she in danger? 

 

#9:  SHERLOCK HOLMES AND THE ADVENTURE OF THE SIX NAPOLEANS  

Throughout London, busts of Napoleon are being smashed. Is there a maniac loose in the city? Or 

is this the work of a sinister criminal? 

 

#10: SHERLOCK HOLMES AND THE BOSCOMBE VALLEY MYSTERY  young man is 

arrested for the murder of his father. The man's clothes are stained with his father's blood. Yet he 

claims he is innocent. And only his girlfriend believes him. Is there any hope that he'll escape the 

gallows? 
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Tricky Journey Series 

Ages 7-9 

64 pages each 

Are you ready for Tricky Journeys?  You get to decide what happens next in this fun, folklore-

themed graphic novel series. 

British / Translation / Audio / Dramatic Rights:  Lerner Publishing Group  

 

TRICKY COYOTE TALE S by Chris Schweizer, illustrations by Chad Thomas 

Coyote is the ultimate trickster, travelling Southwest American canyons and hills in search of food 

and fun. With choices every few pages to decide how Coyote will get out of (and into!) several 

sticky situations, the reader has the chance to help Coyote outwit hill monsters, moles, and 

Thunderbird. 

 

TRICKY FOX TALES by Chris Schweizer, illustrat ions by Shelli Paroline 

In these stories based on Japanese kitsune folktales, the reader will make choices every few pages 

to decide how Fox can trick people who are behaving foolishly or unfairly; how to repay people 

who are good; and how to teach a lesson to those who are not so good. 

 

TRICKY MONKEY TALES by Chris Schweizer, illustrat ions by Chad Thomas 

Monkey loves to play tricks. But sometimes his trickery gets him into trouble. Throughout this 

story, Monkey encounters many other creatures, some friendly and some dangerous. In these 

Chinese monkey tales, readers make the choices that help Raven trick the other animals and keep 

out of harmôs way. 

 

TRICKY RABBIT TALES by Chris Schweizer, illustrat ions by Zack Giallongo 

The rabbit is a tricksterða mischievous character who doesnôt follow the rulesðin Asian, Native 

American, African American, and other folklore traditions. In this story, Rabbit loves to play 

tricks and go on adventures. Along the way, Rabbit encounters many other creatures, some 

friendly and some dangerous.  Readers make the choices that help Rabbit trick the other animals 

and keep out of harmôs way. 

 

TRICKY RAVEN TALES by Chris Schweizer, illustrat ions by David Witt  

Raven is a bird who loves to play tricks.  After a storm destroys her nest, she goes looking for 

food and shelter. Along the way, she encounters many other creatures, some friendly and some 

dangerous.   In these Native American tales, readers decide what happens next! 

 

TRICKY SPIDER TALES by Chris Schweizer, illustrati ons by Courtney Huddleston 

The spider is a trickster in African, Caribbean, Native American, and other folklore traditions. In 

this story, Spider loves to play tricks and go on adventures. Along the way, Spider encounters 

many other creatures, some friendly and some dangerous.  Readers make the choices that help 

Spider trick the other animals and keep out of harmôs way. 
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                                      Fall 2011  

                                    Darby Creek 
 

Night Fall Series 

Ages 11 and up 

112 - 120 pages 

 

This high-interest contemporary horror series is pitch-perfect for reluctant readers.  Taking its cues 

from horror films and video games, each story is set in Bridgewater, a quaint little New England 

town with bizarre and terrifying secretsé 

British / T ranslation / Audio / Dramatic Rights:  Lerner Publishing Group 

 

THE COMBINATION by Elias Carr  

Spangler burst into the hallway. He was completely white. ñWhatever you do,ò Spangler said, 

ñdonôt try to open those lockers.ò 

Dante only thinks about football. Mirandaôs worried about applying to college. Neither one wants 

to worry about a locker combination too. But theyôll have to learn their combos fastðif they want 

to survive. Dante discovers that an insane architect designed St. Philomena High, and heôs made 

the school into a doomsday machine. If too many kids miss their combinations, no one gets out 

alive.  

 

FOUL by Paul Hoblin 

I open my locker and something falls out onto the floor. I look to see what it is, and my body 

clenches. A human finger.... 

Rhino is one of Bridgewaterôs best basketball playersðexcept when it comes to making free 

throws. Itôs not a big deal, until he begins receiving strange threats. If Rhino canôt make his shots 

at the free throw line, someone will start hurting the people around him. Everyoneôs a suspect: a 

college recruiter, Rhinoôs jealous best friend, and the father Rhino never knewðwho recently 

escaped from prison.  

 

LAST DESSERTS by Megan Atwood 

Chocolat meets The Stepford Wivesé 

Ella loves to practice designs for the bakery sheôll someday own. Sheôs also one of the few people 

not to try the cookies and cakes made by Marta, Bridgewaterôs mysterious new baker. Soon the 

people who ate the baker's treats start acting oddly, and Ella wonders if the cookies are to blame. 

Can her baking skills help save her best friendðand herself?  

 

THE LATE BUS by Rick Jasper 

I thought the bus was filling with smoke. But then the smoke took the shapes of shadowy, faceless 

people.... 

Bridgewater High junior Lamar Green takes the ñlate busò home from school after practice each 

day.  After Miss Robins, the busôs beloved driver, passes away, Lamar begins to have strange 

visions.  He can see what no one else seesðthat demonic figures are preparing to attack the bus.  

Soon he learns the demons are after Mr. Rumble, the freaky new bus driver.  Can Lamar save 

himself and his fellow passengers, or will Rumbleôs past come back to destroy them all?  
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Night Fall Series (continued) 

 

 

LOCK -IN by Jonathan Mary-Todd 

A black mass lunged at Macy and her body hit the tiles with a smack. I ran without looking back. 

A long howl followed me down the hallway. ... 

The Fresh Start Lock-In was supposed to bring the students of Bridgewater closer together. Jackie 

didnôt think it would work, but she didnôt think sheôd have to fight for her life, either. A group of 

outsider kids who like to play werewolf might not be playing anymore. Will Jackie and her brother 

escape Bridgewater High before morning? Or will a pack of crazed students take them down? 

 

THE PRANK by Ashley Rae Harris 

By the time I looked up, he had already fallen off the roof. And then I heard this wailing sound. It 

sounded like a girl cryingé 

Pranks make Jordan nervous. But when a group of popular kids invite her along on a series of 

practical jokes, she doesnôt turn them down. As the pranks begin to go horribly wrong, Jordan and 

her crush Charlie work to discover the cause of the accidents. Is the spirit of a prank victim who 

died twenty years earlier to blame? And can Jordan stop the final prank, or will the haunting 

continue? 

 

 

 
ESCAPE FROM PLANET YASTOL :  Way-Too-Real Aliens #1 by Pamela F. Service, 

illustrations by Mike Gorman  

Ages 9-12 

160 Pages 

Eleven-year-old Joshua Higgins loves to write, but his prize-winning sci-fi novel has some 

unwanted fans.  A group of sinister blue aliens have captured Josh and his sister Maggie.  They 

claim that Josh can tune into other worlds, so they take him and Maggie to the planet Yastol to 

prove it.  But even if Josh and Maggie can escape from their captors, will they be able to prevent 

the blue guys from conquering Yastol?  Or will Yastolôs many dangers take care of Josh and 

Maggie first?  

 

Middle-grade and reluctant older readers will have fun reading this series about these spunky 

siblings who travel to strange, not-so-fictional lands, meeting new friends and facing dangers 

scarier than anything from Joshôs imagination. 

British / Translation / Audio / Dramatic Rights:  Lerner Publishing Group  
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MALLORYôS SUPER SLEEPOVER by Laurie Friedman 

Ages 7-11 

160 pages 

When Mallory and her friend Mary Ann came up with the idea of having a sleepover to celebrate 

Malloryôs tenth birthday, it seemed like such a good idea. Even when Mary Ann suggested that 

they should make it the biggest, best sleepover ever, Mallory never thought it would turn into the 

biggest, worst sleepover ever. She discovers that keeping your friends happy and your parents 

happy at the same time is not easy to do. Now itôs up to her to undo the damage caused by a party 

that got out of control.  

British / Translation R ights:  Lerner Publishing Group 

Audio / Dramatic Rights:  The Gersh Agency, New York 
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                                      Fall 2011 

                            Single-Title Nonfiction  

 

 

THE CASE OF THE VANISHING GOLDEN FROGS:  A Scientific Mystery by Sandra 

Markle  

Ages 9-12 

48 pages 

Young nature enthusiasts travel to Panama where they will follow a scientific team studying why 

golden frogs are disappearing and what can be done to help them. Along the way, they will also 

learn about threats to frog populations worldwide.  Stunning photos accompany this interesting 

ecological mystery. 

British / Translation / Audio / Dramatic Rights:  Lerner Publishing Group  

 

 

 

ICEBERG, RIGHT AHEAD!  The Tragedy of the Titanic by Stephanie Sammartino 

McPherson 

Ages 11and up 

128 pages 

Approaching its one-hundredth anniversary on April 15, 2012, the 1912 tragedy of the sinking of 

the Titanic still looms large in the public imagination, as attested by numerous books, films, and 

exhibitions. Through a straightforwardðand very accessibleðaccount of events both before and 

after the largest ship in the world hit an iceberg and sank, Stephanie McPherson examines why the 

Titanic continues to intrigue us. The many human, mechanical, cultural and even legal dimensions 

of the Titanic experience will give young readers an appreciation not only of the specific historical 

event, but also of its continuing far-reaching significance.  Peppered throughout the book will be 

fascinating sidebars and photographs to enhance the reading experience. 

British / Translation / Audio / Dramatic Rights:  Lerner Publishing Group  

 

 

 

IS THE END OF THE WORLD NEAR? From Crackpot Predictions to Scientific Scenarios 

by Ron Miller  

Ages 11 and up 

112 pages 

For many centuries, people around the world have been predicting the world coming to an end. 

Often, these prophesies are said to have roots in science; others are based on religious or mythic 

beliefs. In the 21st century, thousands of people are expecting the world to end in the year 2012, as 

allegedly predicted by the ancient Maya. This book will take a broad look at theories of 

catastrophism, investigating historic theories of the end of the world, fake science related thereto, 

and the real science of catastrophic changes in Earthôs environment and in the universe. The 

author will then look at what is likely to happen, what wonôt happen, and how to foresee and avoid 

cosmic disaster.  A timely, very high-interest topic, yet there is very little on it for the YA 

market.   IS THE END OF THE WORLD NEAR gives teens a rational grounding in the subject of 

catastrophism to help allay fears and offer a sense of how the next generation can help make a 

difference. 

British / Translation / Audio / Dramatic Rights:  Lerner Publishing Group  
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PRINCE WILLIAM AND KATE ï A Royal Romance (A Gateway Biography) by Matt 

Doeden 

Ages 9 and up 

48 pages 

Follow the coupleôs royal romance from their first meeting at the University of St. Andrews, 

through the ups and downs of their relationship, to the romantic wedding ceremony at Londonôs 

Westminster Abbey! 

British / Translation / Audio Rights:  Lerner Publishing Group  
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                                                 Fall 2011 

                              Series Nonfiction 
 

 

 

How Do Simple Machines Work? Series  
by Roseann Feldmann and Sally M. Walker  

Ages 8-12 

40 pages each 

This series sheds light on a key science questionðHow Do Simple Machines Work? Easy-reading 

text introduces wedges, inclined planes, levers, and more, giving students the background 

information they need to understand about each machine. Hands-on experiments, instructive 

photos, and useful diagrams demonstrate how the machines work and how they are used to make 

work easier in everyday life.  

British / Translation / Audio / Dramatic Rights:  Lerner Publishing Group  
 

Titles in this series: 

*Put Inclined Planes to the Test 

*Put Levers to the Test 

*Put Pulleys to the Test 

*Put Screws to the Test 

*Put Wedges to the Test 

*Put Wheels and Axles to the Test 

 

 

 

 

How Does Energy Work? Series 
By Sally M. Walker 

Ages 8-12 

40 pages each 

This series introduces electricity, heat, light, and more, giving students the background 

information they need on various forms of energy. Each book uses easy-to-understand examples 

and fun experiments to aid studentsô comprehension and to appeal to different modes of learning, 

from visual to reading/writing to kinesthetic. 

British / Translation / Audio / Dramatic Rights:  Lerner Publishing Group  
Titles in this series: 

*Investigating Electricity 

*Investigating Heat 

*Investigating Light 

*Investigating Magnetism 

*Investigating Matter 

*Investigating Sound 
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Whatôs Amazing About Space? Series 
Ages 8-12 

40 pages each 

This series introduces fascinating information about high-interest space science topics, from space 

robots and extrasolar exploration to black holes and space travel. Engaging and informative text 

holds studentsô interest while enhancing their scientific knowledge. 

British / Translation / Audio / Dramatic Rights:  Lerner Publishing Group  
 

Titles in this series are: 

*Exploring Black Holes by Laura Hamilton Waxman 

*Exploring Dangers in Space:  Asteroids, Space Junk, and More by Buffy Silverman 

*Exploring Exoplanets by Deborah Kops 

*Exploring the International Space Station by Laura Hamilton Waxman 

*Exploring Space Robots by Deborah Kops 

*Exploring Space Travel by Laura Hamilton Waxman 
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                                                 Select Backlist 

                                                 Picture Books 

 
 

 

BIG BOUFFANT by Kate Hosford, illustrat ions by Holly Clifton -Brown 

Ages 5-8 

32 pages 

Young Annabelle is distraught!  There are so many boring, uniform hairstyles on the first day of 

school.  With inspiration from her grandma and some help from her mom, Annabelle finds the 

perfect hairdo to help her stand out:  a big bouffant.  As the week unfolds, her gigantic hair brings 

giggles, admiration, and eventually a whole classroom of copycats.  This simply will not do!  

Elegant, yet comic, illustrations from British artist Clifton-Brown accompany this lively story of a 

young girl with savvy style. 

 

"Clifton-Brown's whimsical illustrations manage to give the story a joyful spirit and will no doubt 

elicit some giggles and inspire a number of new bouffants, the bigger the better." --Kirkus Reviews 

British  / Translation / Audio / Rights:  Lerner Publishing Group 

Dramatic Rights Text:  Author  

Dramatic Rights Art:  Lerner Publishing Group  

 

 

 

 

 

Dino Sports Series by  Lisa Wheeler, illustrations by Barry Gott  

Ages 5-9 

32 Pages 

A perfect series for boys and girls who love sports and dinosaurs. The clever rhymed play-by-play 

narrative is action packed and ideal for reading aloud.   

British / Translation Rights:  Lerner Publishing Group  

Audio / Dramatic Rights Text:  Writers House 

Audio Rights Art:  Lerner Publishing Group  

Dramatic Rights Art :  The Herman Agency 

 

*DINO BASEBALL Rights sold in Japan (Child Honsha) 

 

*DINO-BASKETBALL 

 

 *DINO-HOCKEY Rights sold in Canada (Scholastic/French rights)  

 

*DINO-SOCCER Rights sold in Canada (Scholastic/French rights) and Japan (Child Honsha) 

 

  


